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POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 


For  the  November  competition  we  propose  to  give  our 
artistic  correspondents  an  opportunity.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
receive  from  them  on  white  postcards,  or,  if  preferred,  on 
cards  of  the  same  siz9,  which  may  bi  enclosed  in  envelopes, 
designs  for  any  of  the  usual  headings  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  as,  for  example— "  Summary,"  "Corner  for 
Students,"  "  French  New?,"  "  Foreign  and  Colonial  News," 
"  Editorial  Comments,"  "  Legal  Reports,"  "  Trade  Notes,"  &o. 
For  the  best  received  we  will  pay  one  guinea,  whether  we 
use  it  or  not ;  and  we  will  pay  10s  6d.  besides  for  any  other 
design  which  we  may  think  fit  to  adopt.  Subscribers,  their 
employs,  and  their  families  are  all  eligible  to  compete. 


Summary 


Some  alterations  in  store  prices  are  noted  on  p.  682. 

American  dentists  practising  in  Taris  are  not.  beloved  by 
the  French  dentists,  who  have  instituted  proceedings  ag;  inst 
them  (p.  685) 

Mr  Dibdin,  the  London  County  Council'^  chenmt,  has 
been  telling  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  how  sewage  is 
filtered  (p.  102). 

A  Civil  engineer  has  been  committed  for  trial  on  a  chargn 
of  participation  in  a  robbery  of  pills  from  the  Army  and 
Navy  Stores  (p.  633). 

In  the  Obituary  column  will  b3  found  brie'  notes  of  Mr. 
Ic-aac  B.  Ginner,  late  of  Cannes,  and  of  Colonel  Mumby,  J.P  , 
of  Porfsnouth  (p.  690). 

M.  Berthelot,  the  eminent  French  chemist,  and  now 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  France,  is  referred  to  by  otr 
Paris  correspondent  (p.  635). 

An  interesting  dispute  in  reference  to  the  prescription  <  f 
proprietary  preparations  has  been  heard  at  the  Greenwiou 
County  Court,  and  is  reported  on  page  694. 

In  the  article  entitled  "  What  is  Opium  ?  "  we  show  that 
the  drug  is  not  poppy- j  trice  altertd  by  chemical  action,  as 
has  been  stated  before  the  Scotch  Couits  (p.  693). 

A  portrait  and  obitoary  notice  of  the  labe  Mr.  John 
Linford,  F.C  S  ,  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  appears  on  p.  690. 

In  our  Colorrial  Notes  section  will  be  found  several  interest- 
ing items  from  India,  amongst  them  one  regarding  the 
manufacture  of  eau  de  Cologne  by  a  firm  at  Kircawa  (p.  706). 

Two  Birmirgbam  chemists  who  have  been  fined  for  selling 
deficient  tincture  of  senrja  put  forward  the  carious  defence 
that  the  tincture  would  have  been  all  right  if  it  had  been 
shaken  up  (p  695). 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  last  week  paid  a 
visit  to  the  St.  Pancras  Electric  Generating  Station,  Mr. 
Snell,  the  engineer,  having  previously  read  a  paper  at  the 
Association  meeting  (p.  701). 

Liverpool  juniors  appear  to  have  had  a  good  meeting 
list  week.  Mr.  Wokes  suggested  an  alteration  in  tr.  chlorof. 
et  morph.  to  make  it  a  better  preparation,  and  some  forcible 
comments  were  passed  on  the  federation  scheme  (p.  702). 

The  London  and  Suburban  Pure  Drug  Company  (Limited) 
is  refened  to  in  a  paragraph  on  p  633  from  which  it  appears 
that  though  it  was  in  existence  long  enough  to  give  ordeis,  it 
never  arrived  at  sufficient  maturity  to  pay  for  the  goods 
supplied. 

The  secretary  of  the  S.  M.  Burroughs  Memorial  Com- 
mittee informs  us  that  be  has  received  860/ ,  and  requires 
another  160/.  to  found  a  scholarship,  which  is  the  form  that 
a  majority  of  the  subscribers  decide  that  the  memorial  should  • 
take  (p.  633). 

The  High  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Edinburgh  has  allowed 
the  appeals  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the  cases  in 
which  tha  use  of  the  descriptions  "technical  chemist" 
and  "  photographic  chemist  "  by  unregistered  persons  was 
involved  (p.  693). 

The  petition  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  for 
the  removal  of  a  name  from  the  register  of  chemists  and  drug- 
gists was  heard  by  the  Iiish  Privy  Council  on  Saturday  last,, 
but  no  order  was  made.  The  Privy  Council  consWerad  that, 
the  case  was  improperly  brought  before  them  (p  691). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  meeting  on  Wednesday  ww 
largely  taken  up  with  routine  business.  The  Council  agreed 
to  accept  the  S.  M.  Burroughs  Memorial  Trust,  and  appointed 
local  secretaries  for  the  ensuirg  year,  also  removing  from  the 
list  of  centres  at  which  the  Preliminary  eximination  is  held 
Aberystwith  and  Worcester  (p.  686). 
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Store-prices. 


^  The  Civil  Service  Supply  Association  (Limited)  announce 

•ffie  following  alterations  in  price  for  November :  Carbolic 

smoke-balls  (now  stamped),  from  8s.  3d.  each  to  9;. ;  Condy's 
disinfecting-fluid,  from  Is.  M.  per  bottle  to  Is.  Id. ;  cream  of 
tartar,  from  lid.  per  lb.  to  Is.  2d. ;  enemas,  seamless  rubber, 
best  quality,  from  3s.  3d.  to  3s.  Id.;  gazogene- powders 
(Favarger's),  2-pint,  from  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2\d.  per  box;  3- pint, 
from  Is,  4d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  box;  5-pint,  from  Is.  Ud.  to 
2s.  2d.  per  box  ;  O  S.  tooth-blocks,  from  Id.  to  8\d.  per  box  ; 
seidlitz-powders,  from  6d.  to  Id.  per  box;  Widow  Welch's 
pills,  from  2s.  to  2s.  2d.  per  box. 

A  Southampton  Chemist  and  His  Wife. 

Charles  Caplen  Woolridge,  wholesale  chemist,  of  Cromwell 
Road,  Fitzhugh,  was  charged  at  the  Southampton  Police 
Court  on  November  1  with  threatening  to  hit  his  wife  over 
the  head  with  a  piece  of  iron.  The  parties  were  only 
married  in  December  last,  and  the  wife  said  that  latterly 
she  had  been  constantly  assaulted  and  threatened  by  her 
husband.  For  the  husband,  it  was  stated  that  the  trouble 
had  arisen  entirely  through  the  interference  of  the  wife's 
mother  in  the  management  of  the  house,  and  quarrels 
bad  also  arisen  through  the  cond-act  of  Mrs.  Woolridge. 
The  Bench  said  the  case  would  be  dismissed,  and  the  parties 
could  take  their  own  course  as  to  the  future.  There  were  evi- 
dently faults  on  both  sides. 

Assault  on  a  Chemist's  Wife. 

Mi'.  Percy  Herbert  Barton,  a  chemist,  carrying  on  business 
at  Broad  Street,  Golden  Square,  and  Mrs.  Emma  Minnie 
•■Barton,  his  wife,  sued  Mr.  Charles  Cocksedge,  a  batcher,  of 
iierwick  Street,  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Court,  on  November  1, 
■4o  recover  damages  for  an  assault  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  on  the  female  plaintiff.  Defendant  by  his 
-pleadings  denied  the  assault,  bat  he  did  not  appear  at  the 
trial,  and,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  parties  were  neighbours  in  Great  Titchfield  Street, 
and  that  the  defendant  called  on  Mrs.  Burton  and  gave  her 
some  spirit  which  made  her  unconscious,  and  that  then  the 
assault  was  committed, 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham  said,  as  the  defendant  had  not  put 
in  an  appearance  to  deny  the  statements  made  against  him, 
he  had  to  deal  with  the  case  as  an  undefended  action.  He 
awarded  the  plaintiffs  100Z.,  with  costs. 

Chemists'  Ball. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Novem- 
ber 4,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  form 
the  committee: — Messrs.  Carteighe,  Attfield,  Bowen,  Brem- 
■ridge,  Francis,  Martin,  Mathews,  Preston,  Robbies,  Style, 
Umney,  and  Phillips.  It  was  arranged  that  the  annual  ball 
should  take  place  on  January  15,  1896,  at  the  Portman 
Rooms.  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  succeeds  Mr.  A.  J.  Phillips  as 
Hon.  Secretary. 

Early  Closing  at  Margate. 

The  Mayor  of  Margate  (Mr.  E.  S.  Wootton,  chemist  and 
druggist)  presided  at  a  public  meating  held  last  week  to 
consider  a  scheme  of  early  closing  for  the  borough.  The 
•raeeting  was  well  attended  by  representatives  of  evety 
branch  of  trade,  and  a  resolution  in  favour  of  closing  shops 
each  Thursday  at  2  p  m.  instead  of  at  5,  as  at  present,  was 
carried. 

In  Mistake  for  the  Cough  mixture. 

Chas.  Wm.  New,  of  Old  Netley,  drank  a  quantity  of  fluid 
•or  cleaning  spoons  in  mistake  for  cough- mixture.    He  died 


from  the  results,  and  Dr.  Seaton  certified  that  death  was  due 
to  mercurial  poisoning. 

An  Overdose  of  Chlorodyne. 
At  an  inquest  at  Halifax  on  October  31  on  the  body  of 
Robert  Bowie  it  transpired  that  deceased,  who  suffered  from 
bronchitis  and  asthma,  drank  a  quantity  of  chiorodyne  out 
of  a  bottle  he  took  out  of  his  pocket.  He  then  went  to 
sleep,  and  was  subsequently  found  dead  in  bed.  Dr.  J.  H. 
Muncaster,  stated  that  death  was  can  fed  or  accelerated  by 
an  overdose  of  chiorodyne,  and  a  verdict  in  accordance  was 
returned. 

Serious  Charge  against  a  Jersey  Chemist. 

A  French  chemist  resident  in  Jersey  for  many  years  past, 
M.  Camille  Hazart,  was  on  Saturday  last  arrested  on  a  charge 
of  harbouring  women  of  ill- fame  at  a  house  in  Conway  Street, 
where  he  formerly  had  a  drug  store.  He  is  charged  under 
the  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act,  which  was  only  recently 
made  applicable  to  Jersey.  M.  Hazart  was  arrested  when 
in  the  act  of  stepping  into  the  train  from  St.  Helier  to  St. 
Aubin,  where  he  at  present  has  a  chemist's  shop,  but  was 
subsequently  liberated  on  11.  bail.  The  accused  has  esta- 
blished several  pharmacies  in  Jersey  during  his  period  of 
residence  there,  subsequently  disposing  of  them  in  turn.  He 
appeared  before  the  Constable  (Mayor)  of  St.  Helier  on 
Monday,  and  was  remanded  for  a  week. 

Citric  Acid  in  Clerkenwell. 

Mr.  Kear  Colwell,  public  analyst  for  Clerkenwell,  ia  his 
report  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  Wednes- 
day, stated  that  he  had  analysed  several  samples  of  citric 
acid  daring  the  quarter,  and  found  all  pure. 

A  Patent-medicine  Maker's  Affairs. 

In  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Rox- 
burgh, Assistant  Judge,  Mr.  Burroughs,  a  patent-medicine 
vendor,  carrying  on  business  at  66  Basinghall  Street,  B.C., 
under  the  style  of  Burroughs  Brothers,  was  summoned  by 
Mr.  Hugo  Lorenz  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
ordered  to  pay  the  sum  of  101.  18s.  lid.  owing  to  the 
plaintiff  under  a  judgment  of  the  Court.  The  defendant 
did  not  appear.  A  clerk  to  Messrs.  McKenna  &  Sons, 
plaintiff's  solicitors,  said  Mr.  Burroughs  appeared  to  be  in  a 
good  position  as  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  patent  medicines, 
and  he  asked  for  an  order  agaicst  him  for  the  payment  of 
51.  a  month.  The  learned  Judge  :  What !  An  agent  for  the 
sale  of  quack  medicines  pay  51.  a  month?  The  Witness: 
I  don't  know  that  it  is  exactly  a  quack  medicine ;  he  sells 
different  things — all  kinds  of  ointments — and  occupies  the 
ground  floor  of  the  premises.  The  learned  Judge:  Why 
don't  you  get  the  Sheriff's  officer  to  take  possession  of  some 
of  these  ointments,  and  see  what  they  will  realise  in  the 
market  ?  The  Witness :  I  am  afraid  they  would  not  fetch 
much,  my  Lord.  The  learned  Judge :  Nor  his  furniture  ? 
The  Witness  :  Not  much,  my  Lord  ;  very  little,  indeed.  The 
learned  Judge  :  Very  well,  then ;  I  will  make  an  order  for 
the  payment  of  11.  a  month. 

The  Endowment  of  Research, 

The  managers  of  the  Royal  Institution  report  that  the 
late  Mr.  John  Bell  Sedgwick,  M.R  I ,  has  bequeathed  3001. 
to  the  institution  in  aid  of  the  iund  for  the  Promotion  of 
Experimental  Research  at  Low  Temperatures.  Sir  Frederick 
Abel,  Bait.,  has  given  501.  to  the  same  iund. 

The  Prospects  of  Peach-bitters. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Law,  manufacturer  of  peach-bitters,  of  110 
Cheapside,  was  to  have  appeared  before  the  Assistant  Judge 
in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  on  Tuesday,  to  show  cause  why 
he  shonld  not  be  ordered  to  pay  a  sum  of  91  10s.  6d.  due  to 
the  Morning  Newspaper  Publishing  Company,  under  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Court.  Mr.  Law  was  absent,  however,  when  the 
case  was  called,  and  a  witness  was  about  to  give  evidence 
as  to  his  means,  when  the  learned  Judge  inquired  whether  it 
was  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  Law  was  very  badly  off?  The 
witness  replied  that  he  believed  so,  but  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  instalments  was  made  in  this  case  as  long  ago  as 
July,  1894,  and  very  little  had  been  paid.  The  learned 
Judge  here  asked  to  see  the  papers,  and  after  perusing  them 
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said  there  was  some  inaccuracy ;  a  wrong  date  had  been 
given  as  to  when  the  last  order  was  made,  and  in  these 
circumstances  he  declined  to  make  any  order  ou  the  present 
occasion. 

8.  M.  Burroughs  Memorial. 

The  honorary  secretary  of  this  fund  asks  us  to  publish  the 
following  statement: — "In  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
the  first  general  meeting,  held  on  February  12,  1895,  and  in 
order  to  meet  the  wishes  of  subscribers  of  the  memorial 
fund,  voting-papers  have  been  forwarded  to  subscribers.  Gf 
133  subscribers,  107  voted.  Of  these,  71  tubscribers,  repre- 
senting 479  11.  votes,  voted  for  the  foundation  of  an  S.  M. 
Burroughs  Scholarship  as  originally  proposed  by  Mr. 
Helbing.  Thirty -one  subscribers,  representing  92  11.  votes, 
voted  for  a  Burroughs  Benevolent  Fund.  It  has  therefore 
been  decided  that  the  memorial  should  take  the  form  of  an 
S.  M.  Burroughs  Scholarship  of  the  value  of  from  501.  to 
601.,  and  be  awarded  biennially  to  students  in  pharmacy. 
The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  been  asked  to 
become  trustees  to  the  fund,  and  has  expressed  its  willing- 
ness to  undertake  the  trusteeship.  The  fund  so  far  amounts 
to  8602 ,  and  as  a  further  150Z.  is  required  the  friends  of  the 
late  S.  M.  Burroughs  and  those  interested  in  the  educational 
schemes  of  the  Pharinauceutical  Society  are  requested  to 
send  their  subscriptions  or  any  further  donations  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Memorial  Fund,  Mr.  John  Moss,  39  Tressil- 
lian  Road,  St.  Johris,  8.E." 

Charge  of  Shoplifting  at  Reading. 

Ellen  Mayers  was  charged  at  the  Reading  Police  Court,  on 
November  1,  wiih  stealing  a  tooth-brush  from  Messrs.  John 
Cross  &  Co  ,  the  Pioneer  Drug  Stores,  Reading.  Mr.  Samuel 
Sharper,  one  of  the  assistants,  said  the  prisoner  came  to  the 
shop  about  8  30  a.m.  that  morning  and  asked  for  some  disin- 
fectant-powder. While  she  was  waiting  he  saw  her  put  her 
shawlover  acase  of  articles  and  take  the  tooth-brush  produced. 
He  thereupon  challenged  the  woman,  who  stoutly  denied 
having  touched  any  of  the  articles,  but  witness  persisted,  and 
she  subsequently  admitted  taking  it,  and  then  she  wished  to 
buy  it,  but  witness  refused,  and  awaited  instructions  to 
charge  the  prisoner  with  the  theft.  By  the  prisoner :  She 
did  not  ask  to  buy  the  tooth-brush  until  after  she  denied 
having  taken  it.  P.C.  Hudson  proved  charging  the  prisoner 
at.  the  prosecutor's  shop,  when  she  replied,  "  If  you  will  ietme 
go  I  will  pay  for  it "  On  the  way  to  the  station  prisoner 
said,  "  I  took  a  box  of  powder  and  a  sponge  the  other  day, 
but  I  am  willing  to  pay  for  them."  He  went  to  Mayer's 
lodgings,  and  found  there  some  boxes  of  powder,  bottles  of 
smelling-salts,  and  a  sponge.  The  case  was  adjourned,  as 
there  may  be  other  charges  against  her.  The  woman  asked 
to  be  let  off  with  a  fine,  bat  this  wa3  refased,  and  she  was 
removed  in  custody. 

A  Chemist  Fined  under  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Act. 

At  the  Holborn  Petty  Sessions  held  last  week  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  Mr.  B.  W.  Smith  presiding, 
Mr.  G.  S.  Boutal),  chemist,  220  High  Holborn,  was  summoned 
for  having  seven  unjus:  weights  in  his  possession.  The 
weights,  which  were  used  for  the  sale  of  drugs,  &c,  were  in 
some  instances  2-i  gr.  deficient  in  the  drachm.  The  case 
having  been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Bench,  a 
fine  of  21.  and  costs  was  inflicted.  Mr.  Bending,  inspector 
under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts  to  the  London  County 
Council,  was  the  prosecutor. 

Charge  of  Stealing  Pills  from  the  Stores. 

John  Berry  Torr  (42),  a  civil  engineer  in  the  offices  of  the 
County  Council,  was  charged  at  the  Westminster  Police 
Court,  on  November  5,  with  participation  in  a  robbery  of 
pills,  of  the  value  of  over  91.,  from  the  Army  and  Navy 
Stores,  on  October  11.  The  case  for  the  prosecution  was 
that  on  0:tober  10  Mrs.  Sutton,  a  lady  residing  in  Lexham 
Gardens,  S.W.,  purchased  at  the  stores  drugs  to  the  value  of 
23s.  She  was  served  by  an  assistant  named  Cornell,  who 
has  since  disappeared.  Subsequently  he  made  up  a  large 
parcel  of  pills,  of  the  value  of  91.  5s.,  and  sent  it  to  the  parcel- 
office  to  be  called  for,  after  having  altered  the  word  "  taken  " 
in  the  duplicate  bill-book  to  the  word  "  door,"  meaning  that 
the  goods  had  not  been  delivered  to  the  customer  over  the 


counter.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mrs.  Sutton's  footman  had 
carried  away  her  23s.  parcel.  The  lady  knew  nothing  of  the 
more  valuable  parcel,  but  the  footman  inquired  afterwards 
in  the  parcel-room  for  some  goods  Mrs.  Sutton  had  bought  in 
the  drapery  department.  He  got  the  parcel  of  pills  marked 
with  the  lady's  name  and  ticket-number,  and  she  afterwards 
reported  the  mistake.  Meanwhile,  Torr  had  called  at  the 
parcel-office  with  a  "  door-ticket  "  for  the  pill-parcel.  Wher> 
he  found  it  was  gone,  it  was  given  in  evidence  that  he 
showed  much  annoyance,  sayiDg  that  he  did  do*,  wish  other 
members  of  his  family  to  know  what  he  had  purchased. 
The  assistants  in  the  parcel- olrbe  had  no  douot  as  to  his' 
identity,  as  he  had  many  times  before  called  for  parcels.  It 
was  also  stated  that  directly  investigation  was  commenced 
the  assistant  Cornell  absconded.  In  an  old  office  ccat 
which  he  left  behind  was  discovered  a  receipt  for  a  registered 
letter  addressed  to  Torr  at  Spiing  Gardens  over  twelve 
months  ago.  In  a  locked  drawer  at  the  prisoners  house  the 
detectives  discovered  two  old  cheques  endorsed  by  Cornell. 
The  defendant  reserved  his  defence.  He  pleaded  not  guilty, 
and  was  most  anxious  to  stand  his  trial.  Mr.  De  Ratzen 
committed  him  for  trial  to  the  Central  Criminal  Court, 
accepting  bail  in  200/. 

The  Struggle  for  Existence. 
This  is  an  advertisement  in  a  Carlisle  paper  :— 

gLAUD'S  PILLS  at  4<7.  per  gross,  six  dozen  for  2d.  This  is  H.  SawyerV 
price,  and  he  challenges  any  chemist  who  is  selling  them  at  9<2.,  Is.,  or 
Is.  6(7.  in  bl.  to  prove  that  those  sold  by  H.  Sawyer  at  are  not  genuin? , 
pure,  and  of  the  best  make.  Ladies,  do  not  be  foolish.  Why  pay  three  or 
four  times  the  price  for  Blaud's  Pills  when  you  can  get  three  gross  for  Is. 
or  per  post  for  Is.  3r/.,and  yoa  can  have  them  either  prepared  according  to 
the  French  Codex  or  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  I  am  selling  many 
thousands. — H.  Sawyer,  Chemist,  Carlisle. 

Boots  (Limited)  have  be°n  advertising  a  fall-page  an- 
nouncement in  the  Newark  Herald  They  are  replied  to  in  > 
last  week's  Newark  Herald,  in  another  full-page  advertise- 
ment, by  Mr.  John  H.  Smith,  pharmaceutical  cbernist,  who, 
after  some  remarks  about  limited  liability  companies  in. 
pharmacy,  announces  that  in  order  to  keep  abreast  with  the 
times  and  meet  the  demand  for  cheap  physic,  he  will  treat 
the  people  of  Newark,  free  of  charge,  to  as  much  as  they 
can  consume  while  waiting  in  his  pharmacy,  and  still  further, 
to  purchasers  of  any  patent  medicines  or  other  drugs  to  the 
value  of  Is ,  he  will  present  a  box  of  patent  guinea  pills, 
(worth  a  guinea  a  pill). 

Claim  against  a  Drug  company  Manager. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  before 
Judge  Lumley  Smith,  Messrs.  May  &  Williams  sought  to 
recover  from  Mr.  Marston  payment  of  an  account  in  respect 
of  work  done  to  the  order  of  the  defendant,  a  chemist, 
formerly  carrying  on  business  at  Lordship  Lane,  East 
Dulwich.  It  appeared  that  some  time  ago  the  defendant 
was  engaged  in  the  promotion  of  a  company,  which  was 
duly  registeied  under  the  style  of  the  London  and  Suburban 
Pure  Drug  Company,  and  in  his  capacity  as  manager  he 
gave  the  plaintiffs  an  order  to  pilot  5,000  prospectuses.  The 
work  was  duly  executed,  but  when  payment  was  pressed  for, 
and  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  company,  the 
defendant  wrote  a  letter  stating  that  although  the  scheme 
had  been  duly  registered  there  had  besn  no  allotment  of 
shares,  and  the  whole  of  the  subscribers'  money  had  been 
returned  to  them.  Under  those  circumstances  the  plaintiffs 
had  no  alternative  but  to  proceed  against  the  defendant 
personally.  The  defendant  was  called,  and  said  he  never 
undertook  any  personal  liability  in  the  matter,  but  acted  as 
the  manager  of  the  company.  There  had  been  no  allotment 
of  shares,  and  he  had  since  sold  his  business  for  a  sum  of 
150Z.  His  Honour  said  he  was  by  no  means  satisfied 
that  the  defendant  could  bi  made  1  able  for  work  which  was. 
done  after  the  registration  of  the  company,  arid,  therefore, 
he  bad  no  alternative  but  to  order  a  nonsuit,  bat  !  e  did  noc 
think  it  was  a  case  in  which  he  ocght  to  allow  costs. 

Coroners  and  the  Sale  of  Poiscns. 

A  tradesman  at  Leamicgton  havirg  poisoned  himself  with 
spirit  of  salts,  and  evidence  having  been  given  by  a  lad 
tbat  he  fetched  the  poison  from  a  chemist's  and  had  never 
been  asked  to  s;gn  a  book,  though  the  article  was  alvay; 
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labelled,  Mr.  Waldron,  chemist,  of  Bertie  Road,  was  sent  for, 
and,  in  reply  to  the  Coroner,  said  it  was  not  necessary  to 
get  a  signature  when  selling  this  impure  form  of  hydro- 
chloric acid,  as  it  was  not  used  as  a  drug,  but  for  commercial 
purposes  He  had  cautioned  the  last  witness  when  serviDg 
him.  Dr.  West,  who  attended  the  deceased,  said  in  his  evi- 
dence it  was  very  improper  that  poisons  should  be  sent  out 
in  a  medicine-bottle.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide 
whilst  temporarily  insane.  The  deceased,  it  should  be  men- 
tioned, was  a  plumber  by  trade,  and  used  the  poison 
regularly. 

[It  would  be  more  to  the  purpose  that  coroners  and 
doctors,  before  suggesting  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
chemists,  should  learn  what  the  law  is,  and  then,  if  they 
think  it  necessary,  try  to  get  it  made  more  stringent.  This 
is  another  instance  of  the  tendency  of  officials  to  complain 
of  the  chemist  whsn  a  death  from  poison  occurs,  and  a 
collection  of  snch  comments  should  be  made  to  submit  to 
judges  like  the  Dundee  Sheriff  and  some  higher  judicial 
authorities  who  do  all  they  can  to  hinder  the  efforts  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  make  the  law  operative. — Ed. 

Fire. 

About  6  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  upper  portion  of  the  premises  in  High  Street,  Wrexham, 
occupied  by  Messrs.  J.  F.  Edisbury,  chemist.  The  local  fire 
biigade  was  soon  at  work  and  managed  to  prevent  the  fire 
reaching  the  lower  portion  of  the  building.  A  large  stock  of 
chemicals,  prescription- books,  and  gentral  stationery  was 
destroyed,  and  the  damage  is  estimated  at  l.OOOZ.  The  origin 
of  the  fire  is  unknown. 

Heron  Swimming  Club. 

About  30  of  the  members  of  this  club  who  are  employed  in 
ths  firm  of  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  of  Southwark  Street, 
met  last  week  for  their  annual  supper  and  presentation  of 
prizjs,  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Borough.  Mr.  F.  J.  P.obson 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Snow  the  vice-chair.  The 
following  prizes  were  given  : — Mr.  Mallett,  a  set  of  carvers  ; 
Mr.  Olley,  silver  chain;  Mr.  E  wart,  lady's  gold  brooch  ;  Mr. 
Parry,  clock  ;  and  Mr.  Avery,  clock. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  irho 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragravhs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


An  Expensive  Joke. 
A  county  Louth  magistrate  named  Horan,  "  by  way  of  a 
yoke  "  emptied  last  week  the  contents  of  a  large  bottle  of 
■asafeciida  over  a  number  of  ladies  who  were  dressed  for  a 
local  ball.  The  "joker"  was  fined  51,  or  in  default  two 
months'  imprisonment. 

Rival  Eabbis. 

A  dispute  is  going  on  in  Cavan  between  the  McGoverns 
•of  Dowra  and  the  McGoverns  of  Glan  as  to  their  respective 
right  to  the  term  "  hydrophobia  specialist."  The  Dowii 
man  says  he  is  the  acknowledged  "curer,"  and  the  Glan  side 
of  the  house  avers  that  it  is  he  who  wai  recently  mentioned 
in  Parliament  as  the  Irish  Pasteur,  and  that  he  has  therefore 
the  best  right  to  the  title.  The  dispute  is  not  unlikely  to 
■end  in  an  appeal  to  the  local  jus. ices. 

Prosecution  of  Druggists'  Employes. 
Twoemplojes  of  Messrs  Williams  &  Co 's  drug-concern, 
Ddbiin,  have  been  reminded  without  bail  on  a  charge  of 
robbjry. 

The  Legal  Cure  for  Inebriates. 
At  the  Dublin  Law  Courts  last  week,  Luther  B.  Tyser, 
the  American  proprietor  of  a  remedy  for  the  cure  of  the 
alcohol  habit,  who  has  sold  his  secret  to  a  company  in  the 


north  of  Ireland,  had  obtained  an  injunction  against  certain 
parties  who,  it  was  alleged,  had  infringed  bis  patent.  A 
settlement  was  arrived  at,  and  the  action  wa*  now  in  respect 
of  200Z ,  costs  of  the  injunction.  Liability  for  the  amount 
was  denied  by  the  defendants,  and  the  Court,  after  hearing 
evidence,  agreed  wii  h  the  latter.  During  the  hearing  of  the 
case  the  Judge  jocosely  observed  that  in  Dublin  the  cure  for 
inebriates  was  a  fine  of  5s.,  or  forty-eight  hours'  "jug." 

The  Lady  Medical  Journalist. 

Sir  George  B.  Ojvens,  pharmaceutical  councillor,  has 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Guardians  of  the  South  Dublin 
Union  to  a  paragraph  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  reflect- 
ing on  the  management  of  the  workhouse.  The  Board  have 
decided  that  the  charges  are  ridiculous,  and  made  by  a  lady 
who  had  to  earn  her  salary  by  writing  a  couple  of  columns 
about  the  house  with  a  pot  of  black  paint  brought  over  from 
England. 

Drug-contracts. 

Mr.  Adamson,  Ballina,  has  secured  the  contract  for  drugs, 
&c,  for  the  Ktllala  Board  of  Guardians.  There  were  seven 
tenders. 

A  Chloral  Mixture. 

A.t  Bangor,  county  Down,  on  November  4,  Dr.  Parke,  J.P., 
Coroner,  and  a  jury  held  an  inquest  into  the  circumstances, 
connected  with  the  death  of  Mis.  Margaret  Grant  McNeill, 
proprietress  of  the  Rojal  Hotel,  Bangor,  which  occurred  on 
Saturday  evening  la  it.  Evidence  was  given  thatshe  was  inttha 
habit  of  taking  sleeping-draughts,  and  that  on  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  she  was  under  the  influence  of  drink.  William 
M.  Hanna,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bangor,  deposed  that 
he  remembered  a  prescription  baing  sent  to  him  from  the 
Royal  Hotel  with  Mrs.  McNeill's  name  on  it  about  a  year  and 
three  months  ago.  In  accordance  with  the  prescription  he 
prepared  a  draught,  which  was  renewed  from  time  to  time. 
Sometimes  it  was  renewed  three  or  four  times  a  week  in  a 
2-oz  bottle,  and  sometimes  it  would  not  be  renewed  for 
three  weeks  at  a  time.  Ths  witness  produced  his  prescrip- 
tion-book, which  was  examined  by  the  Coroner,  who  said, 
"  There  is  nothing  wrong  about  the  prescription.  It  is  a 
usual  draught  for  a  person  suffering  as  this  lady  was."  Mr. 
Hanna  said  he  renewed  the  draught  on  Saturday  last  to  one 
of  the  servants  of  the  hotel.  The  instructions  were  that  half 
of  the  2-cz.  bottle  was  to  be  taken  at  once,  and  the 
remainder  in  two  hours  if  required  The  doctor  who  was 
called  to  deceased  said  he  considered  she  died  from  narcotic 
poisoning.  The  prescription,  he  said  contained  among  other 
things  chloral,  and  this  was  "the  last  straw  that  broke  the 
camel's  back."  It  would  not  have  beeu  darjgerous  to  a 
healthy  patient,  but  it  should  not  have  been  administered 
indiscriminately.  Witness  did  not  think  chloral  should  have 
been  given  to  the  deceased  at  all.  Mrs  McNeill  was  broken- 
hearted from  the  time  her  first  chiH  died,  and  she  was  much 
worried  about  the  second  child.  The  Coroner,  in  summing 
up,  said  the  prescription  had  been  quite  properly  compounded 
by  Mr.  Hanna,  who  was  bound  to  maki  it  up,  and,  as  the 
doctor  had  pointed  out,  a  healthy  person  might  have  taken 
it  and  it  would  have  done  no  injury.  The  jury  found  that 
death  resulted  from  the  use  of  narcotic  poison. 

Druggists  Prescribing. 
In  the  Recorder's  Court,  Belfast,  last  Tuesday,  the  City 
Coroner  and  a  jury  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Jane 
Gilmore,  aged  2  years,  who  died  on  Monday  suddenly  from 
suffocation,  caused  by  whooping-cough.  In  the  course  of 
tV>e  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  child's  mother  had  been  to 
Mr.  John  Thompson,  druggist,  Peter's  Hill,  and  asked  him  for 
something  to  relieve  the  cough,  and  he  gave  her  an  embro- 
cation to  rub  on  the  child's  chest,  and  told  her  to  put  flacnel 
and  wadding  on  the  child,  and  to  take  it  to  a  doctor.  The 
child's  father,  who  was  in  Thompson's  shop  when  his  wife 
got  the  bottle,  stated  that  Mr.  Thompson  said  he  would  not 
prescribe  for  the  child  ;  that  he  had  five  children  bad  him- 
self, and  that  the  whooping-cough  would  take  its  own 
course.  Witness  did  not  take  deceased  to  a  doctor  when 
told.  The  Coroner  said  he  would  report  the  case  to  the 
Attorney-General  or  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  allow 
them  to  further  investigate  the  matter.  He  commented  on 
the  action  of  druggists  who  were  not  properly  qualified 
prescribing  medicines,  and  said  he  thought  the  Act  of 
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Parliament  relating  to  this  was  a  dead  letter  as  far  as 
Belfast  was  concerned,  and  he  considered  that  those  who 
should  see  that  the  Act  was  carried  out  were  neglecting 
their  duty.  The  jury  added  to  their  verdict  the  following 
rider  : — "  We  strongly  condemn  the  action  of  any  chemists, 
druggists,  or  other  persons  in  prescribing  medicines  for  the 
f  ick  poor."  The  Coroner  stated  that  he  had  requested  Mr. 
Thompson,  the  druggist  mentioned,  to  attend,  but  he  did 
.not  do  so,  nor  did  he  send  an  apology. 


jfrencb  Iflewa. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


M.  de  Freycinet  on  Science. — On  Monday  last  M.  de 
■Freycinet  presented  to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Scieocss  a  book 
written  by  himself,  entitled  "Essays  on  the  Philosophy  of 
"Sciences,"  which  is  about  to  be  published. 

Anti-alcoholism  — The  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction 
has  decided  to  organise  a  system  by  which  anti-alcoholism 
will  be  taught  in  the  schools  here.  Circulars  to  this  effect 
have  been  distributed  to  the  inspectors  of  schools  throughout 
ranee,  who  are  requested  to  arrange  for  the  instruction  in 
question  without  delay.  Temperance  societies  will  also  be 
formed  amongst  children  where  possible,  with  a  view  to 
"rooting  out  the  prejudice  that  alcoholic  liquors  are 
strengthening  and  useful." 

A  Druggist  at  a  Ball  — A  jealous  druggist's  assistant 
■at  a  public  ball  in  the  Rue  de  Tolbiac,  a  few  days  ago,  is 
reported  in  a  Paris  morning  paper  to  have  sought  vengeance 
on  his  rivals  by  strewing  a  liberal  quantity  of  betony  on  the 
waxed  floor.  An  epidemic  of  sneezing  followed,  and  the 
dance  was  broken  up.  The  next  night  he  recommenced  his 
manoeuvres,  and  this  time  was  caught  red-handed.  A 
general  fight  followed,  in  which  some  of  the  dancers  were 
badly  injured.  The  too-inginious  young  druggist  is  now  in 
custody. 

Supposed  Dispensing  Error— With  regard  to  the 
supposed  error  referred  to  recently,  the  doctor  who  attended 
the  patient  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  pharmacist 
supplied  morphine  instead  of  antipyrin.  The  pharmacist, 
■however,  states  emphatically  that  he  did  not  supply  the 
child  who  obtained  the  medicament  with  a  bottle  at  all. 
He  says  he  supplied  antipyrin  in  cachets ;  also  that  the 
messenger  had  not  brought  enough  money,  and  he  told 
her  she  must  bring  the  difference  The  child  admits  the 
latter  statement,  but  persists  in  saying  she  was  supplied  with 
a  solution  in  a  bottle.  Meanwhile,  the  victim  of  the  accident 
'is  out  of  dariger. 

A  Precautionary  Measure  has  been  taken  by  the 
Mayor  of  Montpellier  in  the  matter  of  wrapping-paper  used 
in  the  shops  of  that,  town,  and  in  future  tradespeop'e  there 
are  prohibited  from  using  any  other  than  new  wrapping- 
paper  for  such  articles  as  butter,  cheese,  fish,  butchers'  meat, 
and  pastry.  Printed  matter  or  manuscript  paper  will  be 
tolerated  for  vegetables  and  similar  articles,  but  coloured 
paper,  which  is  oi.en  manufactured  with  more  or  le3s 
poisonous  substances,  is  prohibited  altogether.  This  course 
has  been  adopted  as  the  result  of  investigations  made  by 
M.  Blaise,  of  the  Montpellier  Municipal  Laboratory,  who 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  good  deal  of  the  wrapping- 
paper  used  in  shops  carries  with  it  the  germs  of  disease, 
especially,  as  may  be  the  case,  when  they  have  been  handled 
by  a  person  suffering  from  an  infectious  malady. 

A  Forerunner  op  the  Pasteurian  Theories  — An 
interesting  reproduction  of  a  work  written  in  1836  by  Dr. 
J.  Hamean,  and  published  in  the  Revue  Med  icale  in  1847  under 
the  heading  of  "  A  Study  on  WiDes,"  has  been  prepared  by 
the  author's  son,  Dr.  Hamean,  of  Arcachon.  At  that  period 
the  author  defended  the  theory  of  liviDg  and  transmissible 
germs.  He  also  wrote  of  "virus  that  may  b3  reproduced  by 
incubation  under  favourable  surroundings  and  serve  to  spread 
maladies  amongst  men  and  animals."  It  is  claimed  by  Dr. 
Hamean,  jun.,  that  his  father  practically  introduced  the 
science  which  fifty  years  later  his  bsen  accepted  by  the 
world,  owing  to  the  genius  of  M.  Pasteur.    In  his  study  on 


virus,  Dr.  Hamean  writes  of  the  infinitely  small  things  as 
well  as  of  their  incubation  and  multiplication,  as  any  of  M. 
Pasteur's  pupils  might  do  at  the  present  time,  and  he 
appears  to  merit  attention  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  the 
great  reform  in  medicine. 

Inoculation  against  Tetanus. — At  a  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine,  M.  Nocard,  of 
Alfort,  read  an  interesting  paper  on  prophylactic  treatment 
of  tetanus  by  means  of  serum  of  the  blood  of  animals 
immunised  against  the  disease  by  inoculation  with  tetanus 
poison.  The  system  of  M.  Nocard  is  substantially  the  same 
as  that  applied  by  Behring  and  Roux  against  diphtheria. 
The  results,  however,  are,  up  to  the  present,  much  less  cer- 
tain, and  M.  Nocard  admits  that  the  treatment  at  the 
present  stage  is  practically  useless  in  cases  of  acute  tetanus, 
and  almost  so  in  all  cases  in  which  the  disease  has  definitely 
declared  itself.  He  has,  however,  found  it  very  beneficial 
in  preventing  tetanus  in  cases  of  wounds  by  means  of  fire- 
arms, accidents  in  factories,  &o.  In  these  instances  the 
inoculation  should  be  applied  along  with  the  usual  surgical 
and  antiseptic  treatment.  In  veterinary  practice  M.  Nocard 
has  had  reports  of  the  application  of  his  system  to  375 
animals,  including  327  horses.  The  results  in  these  cases 
have  been  exceedingly  satisfactory. 

American  Dentists  in  Paris  — Jealous  of  the  position 
held  by  American  dentists  in  Paris,  the  Syndicat  des 
Chirurgien  Dentists  de  France  have  sought  to  bring  discredit 
on  them.  First,  a  prosecution  was  brought  under  the  new 
law  against  two  advertising  dentists  who  had  adopted  the 
title  of  "doctor."  When  judgment  had  been  obtained  and 
a  precedent  formed,  the  Syndicate  proceeded  against  two 
American  dentists  of  the  highest  class  who  use  the  title  of 
"  doctor  of  dental  surgery  "  in  virtue  of  properly  authenti- 
cated American  diplomas.  The  case  against  them  was 
heard  at  the  Palais  de  Justice  on  October  31,  and  they  were 
each  fined  25f.,  with  25f.  damages.  The  article  in  the 
recent  law  on  medicine  affecting  the  use  of  the  title  of 
"doctor"  is  so  ambiguously  worded  that  the  defendants 
could  not  be  aware  that  they  were  in  any  way  acting  irregu- 
larly. No  preliminary  notice  was  given  them,  and  both 
gentlemen  have  hitherto  been  on  the  best  of  terms  with 
French  dentists  generally.  One  has  for  the  past  five  years 
given  his  services  gratuitously  as  professor  to  one  of  the 
Paris  dental  schools. 

— trawi 

M.  Bebthelot  at  the  Head  op  Foreign  Affairs. — 
The  most  noteworthy  incident  in  the  French  Ministerial 
crisis  of  the  past  week  has  undoubtedly  beea  the  nomination 
of  M.  Bsrthelot  to  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the 
Bourgeois  Cabinet,  in  exchange  for  that  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, which  he  accepted  in  the  first  place.  The  appointment 
of  the  distinguished  chemist  to  this  post  has  naturally  called 
forth  much  comment.  M.  Berthelot  is  undoubtedly  a  man 
of  the  highest  capacity,  and  possesses,  perhaps,  the  making  of 
an  efficient  Foreign  Secretary.  The  probabilities  are,  how- 
ever, that  he  will  not  be  long  enough  at  his  new  post  to  prove 
his  ability.  M.  Marcelin  Berthelot  was  born  in  Paris  in  1827. 
He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Renan,  and  has  been  professor 
of  organic  chemistry  at  the  College  of  France  for  the  last 
thirty  years.  The  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine  elected  him 
to  membership  in  1863,  and  the  Academy  of  Sciences  ten 
years  later ;  he  is  perpetual  secretary  of  the  latter  assembly. 
He  has  been  a  life  senator  since  1881,  and  is  known  as  a 
staunch  Radical.  He  held  the  portfolio  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  the  Goblet  Cabinet  of  1886-37.  He  is  the  author  of 
numerous  scientific  works.  In  April  of  this  year  a  banquet 
was  given  in  his  honour  as  a  protest  against  Brunetiere's 
book  on  the  "  Bankruptcy  of  Science,"  and  his  address  at  the 
banquet  of  the  Paris  Syndical  Chamber  of  Chemical  Manu- 
facturers in  1894,  on  the  progress  of  chemical  science  in 
connection  with  the  future  of  the  human  race,  was  a  cleverly- 
turned  after-dinner  speech  which  aroused  a  gocd  deal  of 
interest  and  amusement  at  the  time. 


"  SCIENTriFIC  MYSTERIES." 

Chemists  who  propose  to  stock  this  attractive  Is.  book 
this  season  should  order  at  once.  We  supply  a  showcard 
with  each  dozen  books.  Our  price  for"  Scientific  Mysteries  " 
is  8s.  6d.  per  dozen.  They  can  be  ordered  direct  from  us  or 
from  any  wholesale  house. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  at  11.30,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe.  The  attendance  was 
smaller  than  usual,  those  present  when  the  meeting  was 
called  to  order  being,  in  addition  to  the  President,  Mr.  John 
Harrison  (Vice-chairman),  Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  S.  R.  Atkins, 
Octavius  Corder.  W.  Gowan  Cross,  T.  P.  Gostling,  N.  M. 
Grose,  Walter  Hills,  Wm.  Martindale,  A.  L.  Savory,  G.  F. 
Schacht,  A.  Southall,  Wm.  Warren,  and  J.  Rymer  Young. 
Mr.  N.  H.  Martin  came  in  later  in  the  proceedings.  After 
the  minutes  had  been  disposed  of  the  President  mentioned 
that  he  had  letters  from  the  treasurer  (Mr.  Hampson)  and 
Mr.  Bottle  saying  that  they  were  confined  to  their  rooms 
with  colds.  Mr.  Newsholme's  illness  had  turned  out  more 
serious  than  was  last  month  expected,  but  now  he  hopes  to 
be  well  enough  to  attend  the  next  Council  meeting. 

From  this  point  the  business  dragged  slowly,  the  notable 
matters  in  the  early  part  of  the  proceedings  being  the  Presi- 
dent's sympathetic  reference  to  the  late  Mr.  Linford,  and  the 
acceptance  by  the  Council  of  the  S.  M.  Burroughs  Memorial 
Trust.  In  regard  to  the  former  the  President  emphasised 
the  good  which  had  been  done  to  pharmacy  by  the  men  who,  in 
former  days,  had  been  trained  by  Mr.  Lloyd  Bullock.  Mr.  Lin- 
ford was  one  of  these.  The  S.  M.  Burroughs  memorial  matter 
went  quietly.  Mr.  Helbirig,  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 
wrote  asking  if  the  Council  would  accept  the  trust,  and  on  the 
motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Martindale,  that 
was  agreed  to  unanimously.  A  sum  of  860Z.  has  been  collected, 
and  the  President  appealed  to  his  friends  round  the  table  to 
try  to  bring  this  up  to  1.G00Z.,  so  that  a  scholarship  of  501.,  to 
be  awarded  every  two  years,  should  be  secured. 

One  of  the  first  steps  towards  binding  colonial  pharmacy 
in  closer  ties  with  us  was  taken  in  the  acceptance,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Cape  Pharmacy  Board,  of  certain  certifi- 
cates in  lieu  of  the  Preliminary.  This  was  done  most  un- 
grudgingly, and  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council. 
We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  list  of  the  Research  Fellows 
of  the  Society  has  been  extended  to  two  by  the  addition  of 
Dr.  C.  M.  Luxmoore's  name.  The  new  Fellow  is  a  most 
accomplished  pharmacist  and  chemist.  Pity  more  of  those 
who  have  gone  through  the  laboratory  do  not  receive  the 
honour  !  Mr.  Atkins  was  "  in  form  "  at  this  meeting.  He 
had  the  temerity  to  mention  to  the  Council  that  a  dis- 
tinguished chemist,  M.  Berthelot,  had  been  taken  into  the 
French  Cabinet,  and  so  he  secured  the  recording  on  the 
pages  of  the  Society's  history  of  a  fact  which  might  not 
otherwise  have  gone  down  to  posterity  through  that  channel. 
Later  he  referred  to  the  educational  scheme  at  Exeter,  about 
which  the  President  had  had  something  to  say  in  reporting 
on  his  visit  to  Devonshire  and  Cornwall.  We  have  already 
made  it  known  that  the  Society's  representatives  had  a  good 
time  there,  and  they  now  corroborated  that  with  many 
c;mpliments  to  their  hosts. 

There  were  few  other  matters  dealt  with  which  need  be 
referred  to  here,  except  that  four  of  the  applicants  for  relief 
were  persons  under  50 — a  most  unusual  circumstance — and  the 
decision  by  the  Scotch  High  Court  (fully  reported  elsewhere 
in  his  issue)  appeared  to  give  the  Council  much  satisfaction  ; 
the  Lord  J nstice  Clerk's  brief,  but  potent,  sentence  came  in 
for  special  cheers  of  a  strictly  Parliamentary  tone.  The 
meeting  was  longer  than  usual,  for  there  were  many  trifling 
things  to  be  done  in  committee  which  might  have  troubled  a 


conscientious  reporter  considerably  if  they  had  not  been 
under  the  shelter  of  the  flag.  Bat,  we  may  explain,  these 
were  matters  of  no  public  importance.  Instead  of  following 
the  business  strictly  in  the  order  it  was  transacted  we  group 
correlated  matters  together. 


The  Late  Mr.  Linford. 

The  President  read  a  brief  letter  which  he  had  received 
from  Mrs.  Eliza  Linford  intimating  her  husband's  death. 
Thereupon  Mr.  Carteighe  moved  that  the  Council  should 
record  its  sense  of  the  loss  it  had  sustained  by  Mr.  Linford's 
death,  and  should  forward  a  copy  of  the  minute  with  a  letter 
of  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Linford.  He  added  that  early  in  life 
Mr.  Linford  was  one  of  the  group  of  young  men  who  had 
grown  up  around  Mr.  Lloyd  Bullock,  Mr.  Stephen  Darby,  and 
other  eminent  pharmacists,  and  there  were  few  of  these  men 
more  respected  by  Mr.  Bullock  than  their  late  friend.  Mr. 
Linford  was  a  man  of  wide  culture,  liberal  minded,  broad  in 
his  views,  and  for  his  own  good  was  far  too  generous  to  his 
friends.  Of  the  last  fact  some  round  the  table  were  aware, 
for  it  was  owing  to  the  assistance  he  had  given  a  friend  in 
middle  life  that  his  circumstances  had  been  what  they  were. 
The  President  added  that  pharmacists  of  the  present  genera- 
tion scarcely  know  what  a  benefit  to  pharmacy  such  men  as 
Mr.  Linford  had  been.  From  Mr.  Bullock  and  others  they 
received  such  a  training  that  they  were  able  by  their  acts 
when  they  went  to  the  country  to  put  pharmacy  upon  a 
proper  basis.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Corder,  as  an  old  colleague  of  Mr.  Linford's  on  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  desired  to  second  the  motion,  stating 
that  for  kindness  towards  the  candidates  and  courtesy  none 
exceeded  Mr.  Linford. 

The  Register. 

After  the  President  had  disposed  of  those  who  wished  to 
be  members,  associates,  and  students  of  the  Society  (all  of 
them  having  that  wish  gratified,  of  course),  those  who  passed 
the  Major  examination  last  month  were  voted  diplomas,  and 
two  persons  were  restored  to  the  register  of  chemists  and 
druggists — viz.,  Mr.  Andrew  Anderson  and  Mr.  William 
Edward  Ward  (no  addresses  mentioned) — each  of  them 
paying  a  guinea.  Later  in  the  day  it  was  reported  that  Mr. 
W.  J.  Coleman,  of  Arundel,  Norfolk,  had  made  a  declara- 
tion to  the  effect  that  he  was  in  business  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist  before  1868,  and  as  he  paid  the  51.  5s.  he  was 
thus  put  on  the  register,  and  gets  his  hand  in  once  more. 

Examinations. 

At  the  last  meeting  the  communication  from  the  Cape 
Colony  Pharmacy  Board,  asking  that  the  School  Higher 
and  Matriculation  examination  certificates  of  the  Cape 
University  should  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  Preliminary, 
was  referred  to  the  Boards  of  Examiners,  who,  through  the 
President,  reported  that  the  certificates  were  very  high  class. 
It  was  accordingly  resolved  that  they  should  be  added  to 
the  list — or  rather  that  the  university  should.  The  Secre- 
tary also  reported  upon  the  October  examinations,  the 
results  of  which  were :— 


Loxdox. 

Examined 

Passed 

Failed 

Major  wi 

15. 

9 

6 

Minor  »• 

116 

47 

69 

Modified  .. 

1 

1 

0 

Edinburgh. 

Major         . . 

7 

2 

5 

Minor  .. 

113 

39 

74 

Great  Britain. 

'First.. 

309 

147 

152 

S.  M.  Burroughs  Memorial. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Helbing,  which 
stated  that  the  subscriptions  for  promoting  a  memorial  to 
the  late  Mr.  S.  M.  Burroughs  now  amounted  to  860?.,  and  the 
subscribers  had  agreed  that  the  memorial  should  take  the 
form  of  a  scholarship.  The  object  of  the  letter  was  to  ask 
if  the  Society  would  accept  the  trust,  and  assist  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  get  the  sum  up  to  1.000Z.  The  President 
formally  moved  that  the  Council  should  accept  the  trust. 
He  explained  that  the  committee  had  the  idea  of  founding  a 
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50/.  scholarship,  but  whether  it  should  be  on  the  basis  of  the 
Bell  Scholarship  or  otherwise  they  would  not  decide  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  Society.  He  thought  that  the 
scholarship  would  be  for  the  good  of  pharmacy,  and  that  the 
Council  should  accept  the  proposal. 

Mr.  Martindale,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  the  letter 
was  satisfactory  in  respect  to  the  fact  that  it  laft  the  matter 
as  to  how  the  scholarship  should  be  formulated  in  their 
hands;  and  he  thought  they  could  not  do  bBtter  than  accept 
the  trust.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  President  then,  in  his  capacity  as  Chairman  of  the 
Burroughs  Committee,  a6ked  his  fellow-members  round  the 
table  to  use  their  influence  to  get  those  who  had  five  guineas 
or  one  guinea  to  spare  to  let  it  be  known  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  take  charge  of  the  money.  He  fslt  very  strongly 
that  the  scholarship  would  be  for  the  good  of  pharmacy. 
There  had  been  a  feeling  that  some  of  their  scholarships  had 
not  been  sufficiently  endowed — the  Redwood  Scholarship,  f  or 
instance— and  the  committee  wished  to  have  a  good  sum 
attached  to  this  scholarship. 

It  was  a  curious  coincidence  that  later  in  the  proceedings 
the  President  had  to  read  a  letter  relating  to  Mr.  Burroughs's 
alma  mater.  Some  time  ago  Mr.  Howard  B.  French,  of 
Philadelphia,  was  in  London,  and  he  received  from  Mr. 
Bremridge  a  copy  of  the  Jubilee  group  of  Presidents  of  the 
Society.  That  group  now  has  a  place  on  the  walls  of  the 
Philadelphia  College. 

The  Research  Fellowship. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mahtindale,  Dr.  C.  M.  Luxmoore,  lecturer  on  chemistry  to 
the  Hertford  County  Council,  was  elected  a  Research  Fellow 
of  the  Society.  Both  movers  in  this  matter  spoke  highly  of 
Dr.  Luxmoore's  abilities.  He  is  a  Ph  C ,  M.P.S.,  D.Sc. 
(Lond.),  F.I.C.,'  &c ,  and  by  his  work  in  the  research 
laboratory  has  qualified  himself  in  the  widest  possible  way 
for  the  honour  now  bestowed  upon  him  ;  and  both  the  Presi- 
dent and  Mr.  Martindale  agreed  that  Dr.  Luxmoore's  career 
had  been  a  remarkable  one. 

A  Chemist  as  a  Statesman. 

At  this  stage,  Mr.  Atkins  called  attention  to  the  recent 
appointment  of  a  chemist  to  the  French  Cabinet.  He 
referred  to  the  appointment  of  M.  Berthelot  as  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  but  regretted  that  his  first  portfolio,  that  of 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  had  not  been  retained.  He 
thought  this  was  the  first  time  a  chemist  had  been  received 
into  a  Cabinet ;  but  in  a  short  conversation,  in  which  the 
President  and  Mr.  Hills  joined,  it  transpired  that  this  is  not 
exactly  the  case. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  committee  showed  a  balance  of  46/.  on 
the  General  Fund  account,  and  a  request  for  1,390/.  to  pay 
current  expenses ;  2,508/  had  been  required  to  pay  the 
September  demands,  and  this  was  met  from  the  balance  then 
in  hand  and  1,070/.  received  during  the  month.  The  other 
balances  were  321/.  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  account,  424/. 
on  the  Donation  account,  and  110/.  on  the  Orphan  Fund. 
The  Piesident  has  received  an  intimation  that  500/  has  been 
bequeathed  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  by  the  late  Mr.  George 
Dudgeon,  of  Nottingham. 

Benevolence. 
The  Vice-President  admirably  summarised  the  report  of 
the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  in  moving  its  adoption. 
He  said  the  committee  had  considered  11  cases  and  recom- 
mended 6  grants  amounting  to  63/. ;  4  applications  were 
declined  and  1  was  deferred  ;  out  of  the  11  applications 
4  were  from  persons  under  fifty.  There  had  never  been  such 
a  proportion  of  these  applications  before.  Also,  four  of  the 
six  who  got  grants  had  received  grants  before.  So,  in  a 
sense,  they  were  making  them  annuitants. 

Educational  Matters. 
There  was  nothing  of  public  interest  in  the  Library,  Sec, 
report.  The  President  mentioned  that  when  he  was  down 
at  Exeter  he  took  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  Exeter 
Technical  and  University  College,  which  has  started  a 
pharmaceutical  department  and  has  asked  for  the  Society's 
assistance.    He  was  accompanied  by  the  Registrar  and  Mr. 


E.  M.  Holmes,  and  they  were  conducted  over  the  institution 
by  Mr.  Gadd,  who  is  a  member  of  the  College  Council,  and 
bad  a  conference  with  him.  They  had  found  the  college 
magnificently  equipped  with  all  the  materials  for  a  sound 
pharmaceutical  education,  and  be  would  be  able  to  report 
to  the  committes  next  week  than  the  college  was  such  a 
body  as  they  should  assist  in  the  materia  medica  depart- 
ment, and  he  was  convinced  that  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  use  to  Exeter. 

After  the  report  had  been  adopted  the  President,  again 
rising:,  spoke  of  his  visit  to  Plymouth,  and  warmly  referred 
to  the  hospitality  extended  to  him  and  his  colleagues.  He 
thought  such  visits  did  good  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  Atkins  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  that,  for  he  had 
often  advised  the  President  to  undertake  such  visits.  He 
hoped  that  the  Exeter  College  would  be  a  success,  for  there 
was  excellent  ground  to  work  on. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  who  accompanied  the  President  to 
Plymouth,  spoke  feeliDgly  of  the  reception  he  had  received 
there,  and  of  the  kindness  of  the  three  towns'  chemists. 

The  Council  then  elected  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  fol- 
lowing list  as  local  secietaries  for  the  ensuing  year. 

List  of  Local  Secretaries. 

We  may  state  that  local  secret in'es  are  appointed  in  all 
towns  in  Great  Britain  (excep.  London  and  Edinburgh) 
which  return  a  member  or  members  of  Parliament,  and  in 
sush  other  towns  as  contain  not  fewer  thanthrea  members  of 
the  Society  or  associates  in  business. 
Aberdeen. — Strachan,  Alexander      1  Carlisle. — Hallaway,  John 
Aberystwith. — Wynne,  Edward  P.       Carmarthen. — Lloyd,  Walter 
Abingdon. — Smith,  William  P.  Carnarvon.— Jones,  John 

Airdrie. — Harvie,  John  i  Carshalton — Carter,  Francis 

Altrincham.— Foden,  Joel  Castle  Douglas.— Veiteh,  Andrew 

Andover.— Bienvenn,  John  '  Chatham.— Morgan,  Alfred  William 

Arbroath.— Robertson.  John  Chelmsford. — Metcalfe,  Wilson 

Ashbourne. — Bradley,  Edwin  S.        j  Cheltenham. — Barron,  William 
Ashford. — Ingall,  Joseph  Chertsey. — Gerrard,  Alfred  Win. 

As'.itoa  -  under  -  Lyne.  —  Bostock,  I  Chester. — Shepheard,  William  F.  J, 

John  W.  •  Chesterfield— Barfoot,  John  R.  D. 

Aylesbury.— Palmer,  Edwin  T.         '  Chichester. — Long,  William  Elliott 
Ayr.— McGregor,  Adam  Chippenham.— Coles,  John  Ooles 

Banbury.— Bartlett,  Hubert  Ohorley.— Hill,  William 

Banff.— Alexander,  William  I  Cockermouth. — Scott,  Walter  S. 

Bangor.— Jones,  Owen  Colchester. — Weddell,  Arthur 

Barking.— Ridley,  Charles  H.  Coldstream.— Elliot,  William  M. 

Barnet.— Young,  R.  Fisher  Coventry.— Hinds,  James 

Barnsiey.— Eastwood,  Lewis  Crewe.— Booth,  Edwin 

Barnstaple.— Goss,  Samuel  j  Cromer.— Hoare,  William  Parker 

Barrow  -  in'-  Furness.—  Chapman,  !  Croydon— Clarke,  Josiah 

Leonard  P.  Dalkeith. — Storie,  Robert 

Bath. — Appleby,  Edward  J.  Darlington — Robinson,  James 

Bedford. — Taylor,  James  B.  1  Dartford.— Goff,  Walter  E. 

Belper.— Calvert,  James  j  Darwen.— Shorrock,  Ralph 

Berwick.— Lyle,  William  J  Deal.— Green,  John 

Beverley.— Hobson,  Charles  ,  Derby— Cope,  John  A. 

Birmingham.— Thompson,  Charles  >  Devizes.— Edwards,  T.  Roberts 
Bishop  Auckland.— Dobinson,  T.        Devonport.— Rendle,  Richard  H. 
Blackburn.— Critchley,  Thomas  Dolgelly.— Williams,  Richard  W. 

Blackpool. — Laurie,  John  Doncaster.— Howorth,  James 

Blandford.— Groves,  Richard  H.         Dorking.— Coldwell,  David  B. 
Bodmin.— Cardell,  Richard  T.  j  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man).— Radclifle, 

Bolton.— Blain,  William  R.  John  C. 

Bootie.— Wyatt,  Harold,  jun.  Dover.— Bottle,  Alexander 

Boston.— Grimble,  Albert  Droitwich.— Harris,  Stephen 

Bournemouth.-  Bilson,  Frederic  E.      Dudley.— Gare,  Charles  Hazard 
Bradford  (Yorkshire).— Rimming-     Dumfries.— Allan,  William 

ton,  George  Dundee. —  Hardie,  James 

Brecon.— Meredith,  John  !  Dunfermline.— Tocher,  John 

Brentford.— Wood,  Alexander  '  Durham.— Sarafield,  William 

Bridgnorth.— Deighton,  Thomas  M.     Ealing.— Curtis,  Frederic  G. 
Bridgwater.— Basker,  John  A.  Eastbourne.— Crook,  Herbert 

Bridlington.— Purvis,  John  B.         I  Ecoles. — Howie,  William  Lamond 
Brighton.— Gwatkin,  James  Rosa        Elgin.— Robertson,  William 
Bristol.— Stroud,  John  Euaeld.— Gange,  George 

Burnley.— Cowgill,  Bryan  H.  Epping.— Rowland,  Thomas  W. 

Burslem.— Hewitt,  John  F.  Evesham.— Balkwill,  Fredk.  P. 

Burton-on-Trent. — Wright,  George  '  Exeter. — Lake,  John  Hinton 
Bury  St.  Edmund?.— Clark,  O.  A.      j  Falkirk.— Murdoch,  David 
Buxton.— Wright,  Robert  |  Falmouth.— Newman,  Walter  F. 

Camborne. — Tonking,  Charles  H.       ;  Faversham. — Laxon,  Matthew 
Cambridge.— Deck,  Arthur  Finchley.— Freeman,  Frederick  W. 

Canterbury. — Bing,  Edwin  Flint.— Jones.  Owen  Williams 

Cardiff.— Munday,  John  j  Folkestone. — Lea,  Frederick  J. 
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Forfar  Fowler,  George  R. 

Frome.—  Gieen,  Edmund  C.  F. 
Galashiels. — Boss,  Wiliam 
Gateshead.— Mail  ard,  Raph  W. 
Glasgow.—  Carrie,  William  L. 
Gloucester.— Slim,  Harry  K. 
Goole.— Tiinm.  Edmund 
Grantham.— WLysall,  William 
Gravesend. — Clarke,  R.  Feaver 
Great  Grimsby.— Cook,  Robert 
Great  Yarmouth.— Poll,  Wm.  S. 
Greerock.— McNaught,  Archibald 
Guernsey. — Nickolls,  John  B. 
Guildford. — Long,  Alexander  J.  T. 
Hadelington.— Watt,  James 
Halifax.— Seeley,  Herbert  W. 
Hanley. — Cornwell,  Thomas  C. 
Harrogate.— Davis,  R.  Hayton 
Harrow.— Gunn.  Samuel  John 
Hartlepool.— Hortley,  John 
Harwich.— Bevan,  Will' am 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Tharle, 

Charles  A. 
Hawick. —  Maben,  Thomas 
Helensburgh.— Harvie,  George 
Hendon. — Goldfinch,  George 
Henley  -  on  -  Thames.  —  Batcbelor, 

C.  J.  H. 
Hereford. — William?,  Walter 
Hertford.— Lines,  George 
Hexham.— Gibson,  John  Pattuon 
Heywooi. — Hazlitt,  Frank 
Hitchin. — Ransom,  William 
Honiton.— Dyer,  Edward  H. 
Horncastle.— Kemp,  Herbert  W. 
Hornsea. — Morrow,  Charles 
Houghton  -  le  -  Spring.  —  Rowell, 

Robert  H. 
Huddersfield.— King,  William 
Hull.— Bell,  Charles  Bains 
Huntingdon. — Baxter,  Robert 
Huntly. — Chalmers,  George 
Hyde.— Wild,  Joseph 
Hythe. — Lemmon,  Robert  Alee 
Ilf  raoombe. — Crang,  Walter 
Ilkley.— Worfolk,  George  W. 
Inverness.— McRitchie,  David 
Ipswich.— Anness,  Samuel  Richard 
Jersey.— Cole,  Gf  orge 
Keighley.— Kershaw,  Arthur  N. 
Keith. — Pirie,  Jan.es 
Kendal. -Severs,  Joseph 
Kilmarnock. — Borland,  John 
King's  Lynn. — Palmer,  W.  J. 
Kingston-on-Thames.  —  Walmsley, 

Samuel 
Kinross. — Dow,  William 
Kintore.  — Keith,  Alfred  G. 
Kirkcaldy. — Siorrar,  David 
Kirkwall  (Orkrey).—  Stewart.  D. 
Knaresborough.— Lawrence,  W.  P. 
Knutsford. — Silvester,  Henry  T. 
Lancister. — Vince,  James 
Xeamington. — Barrett,  Josephus  T. 
Leeds.— Reynolds,  Richard 
Leicester.— Clark,  Walter  Beales 
Leigh  (Lanes). — Bennett,  John  W. 
Leighton  Buzzard. — Richmond,  R. 
Leith. — Garvie,  Alexander 
Leominster. — Sandiland,  R.  B.,  junr. 
Lewes.— Highara,  Thomas 
Leytonstone. — Bennett,  Cornelius 
Lichfield.  — Perkins,  John  Jaquest 
Lincoln  — Birkbeck.  John  Thomas 
Liverpool. — Smith,  John 
Llandudno. — Winter,  Joseph 
Llanrwst. — Jones,  Owen 
Lougton. — Prince,  Roland 
Louth.— Dennis,  F.  Woodrow 
Lowestofo.— Clarke,  George  Ernest 
Ludlow. — Woodhouse,  George 
Luton. — Duberley,  George  S. 
Maidenhead. — Walton,  Ralph 
Maidstone.— Stonham,  W.  B. 
Maldon.—  Crick,  G  orge  E. 
Slal'.on.— Buckle,  James 


Malvern.  — Mander,  Alfred 
Manchester  &c. — Kemp,  Harry 
Mans field. -Patterson,  Douglas  J. 
March.— Davies,  Peter  Hugbeo 
Margate.— Harvey,  William  Si  tton 
Market   Harborough.  —  Maynaid, 

Henry  R. 
Melton  Mowbray. — Wing,  Geo  N. 
Merthyr  Tydvil.— Harris,  Eva  i  W. 
Middlesborongh.— Robson,  J.  C. 
Montrose.— DavidsoD,  Alexander 
Morecambe. —  Pell,  John  James 
Morpeth.— ScboSeld,  Fredk.  E. 
Newark.— Cherrington,  Geo.  W. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Clague,  T.  M. 
Newcastle  (Staffs).— Poole,  W. 
Newmarket. — Barrow,  Frank  A. 
Newport  (Mon.).— Garrett,  V.  P. 
Newton  Abbot. — Bibbings,  J.  H, 
Newtown. — Owen,  Edward 
Northampton. —  Bingley,  John 
Northwich.— Humphreys,  Griffith 
Norwich.— Sutton,  Francis 
Norwood.— Birch,  Henry  0. 
Nottingham. — Bol  on,  Charles  A. 
NuneatoD.— Tliffe,  Geor.  e 
Oakham. —  Wellington,  James 
0;dham.— Bites,  Henry- 
Oswestry.— Evans,  John 
O&tey. — Lockwood,  Thomas 
Oxford.—  Prior,  George  Thomas 
Paisley.— MacCow.m,  R.  Thos. 
Peebles.— Lindsay,  Robert 
Pembroke  Do. k.— Bowling,  J.  H. 
Penrith  — Cowper,  Joseph 
Peizince.— Symons,  Netherton  H. 
Perth.— Donald.  David 
Peterborough. — Heanley.  Marshall 
Peterhead. — Tocher,  James  F. 
PetersSeld.— Edgeler,  William  B. 
Plymouth.— Hunt,  Freeman  W. 
Pontefract.— Bratley,  William 
Pontypridd.— Ai  nott,  Daniel 
Pottobtllo.  —  Allan,    D.  (Mussel- 
burgh) 

Portsmouth,  &c.— Brewis,  Thomas 
Preston.  -S'uirt,  William 
Ramsey  (Hunts).— Palmer,  F.  W. 
Ramsgate. — Baily,  Edward 
Reading.— Bradley,  Charles 
Reigate. — Wooelward,  Moses  M. 
Rhyl. —  Lawrence,  Geo.  Richard 
Richmond  (Surrey  ). — Parrott,  John 
Richmond  (Yorks).— Walton.  E.  B. 
Ripnn. — Parkin,  Joseph  Brooks 
Rochdale. — Highley,  William 
Rochester.— Wyatt,  Charles  F. 
Romford.— Lasham,  John  W. 
Ross.— Matthews,  Thomas  A. 
Rothesay.— Duncan,  William 
Rugby. — Br-iwn,  Frederic  P. 
Runcorn. — Weston,  John  H. 
Hyde. — PolJard,  Henry  Hindes 
Rye.— Waters,  William  Allen 
Saffron  Waldrn.— Gilling,  John 
St.  Albans.— Ekins,  Arthur  E. 
St.  Andrews.— Kermith,  Wm.  R. 
St.  Austell.— Binks,  Burcham 
St.  Helens.— Wallbridge,  J.  G. 
Salisbury.— Atkins,  William  R. 
Scarborough  — Whitfield,  George 
Sevenoaks. — Pain,  Edwin 
Sheffield.— Ward,  William 
Shipley.— Dunn,  Eenry 
Shrewsbury.— Cross,  William  G. 
Southampton.— Dawson,  Oliver  ft. 
Southend-on-Sea. — Dawson,  G.  R. 
South  Molton. — Swingburn,  R.  H. 
Southport. — Righton,  James 
South  Shields. — Noble,  John 
Spalding.— Bell,  E.  Wightman 
Stafford. — Averill,  John 
Stalybridge. — Simpson,  Allwood 
Stirling.— Shairp,  William 
Stockport. — Orton,  Wm.  Billing 
Stockton-on-Tees. — Brayshay,  T. 


Stoke-on-Trent. — Adams,  Frank 
Stone  (Staffs).— Jacks,  Frederick 
Stonehouse  (Devon).— Maitland,  F. 
Stourbridge— Selleck,  William  R. 
Stowmarket.— Gostling,  G.  James 
Stranraer. — Ker,  Ricbard 
Stratford  -  Holford,  Thomas  C. 
Stratford-on-Avon.— Bawkes,  R. 
Stroud. — Coley,  Samuel  James 
Sunderland. — Ranken,  Cbar;es 
Swaffham.— Bell,  Frederick  R. 
Swansea. — Grose,  Nicholas  M. 
Sydenham. — Wilson,  Alexander  W. 
Tain.  -  Fowler,  Donald 
Tamworth. — Allkins,  Tbonns  B. 
Tavistock.— Gill,  William 
Teddington.— Stacey,  Peter 
Teignmouth.— Mauneler,  William 
Tiverton.— Havill,  Paul  W. 
Torquay.— Shapley,  Charles 
Totnes.— Morse,  Charles  H.  S. 
Tottenham. — Tanner,  Alfred  E. 
Truro. — Carter,  Benjamin 
Tunbridge  Wells.—  Howard,  Richard 
Twickenham. — Peake,  Henry  F. 
Uxbridge. — Coles,  Arihur 
Ventnor.— Littlefleld,  James  W. 
Wakefield.— Chaplin,  John  Henry 
Walsall.— Elliott,  E  Matt. 


Walthamstow. — Saunders,  A. 
Warrington.— Greenoagh,  Hugh  F. 
Warwick.— Pratt,  Henry 
Waterloo.— PearsoD,  Wdliam 
Watford.— Chater,  Edward  M. 
Wednesbury. — Gittoes,  S.  James 
Wellington  (Salop).— Hall,  Joseph 
Wellington  (Somerset).— Windeatt, 
G. John 

West  Bromwich.— Roberts,  George: 
Westbury. — Paine,  Charles 
West  Ham.— Barnes,  W.  R. 
Weymouth.— Gregory,  Wi.liam 
Whitby. — Stevenson,  John 
Whitehaven.— Kitchin,  Archibald? 
Wick.— Miller,  Kenneth 
Wigan. — Phillirs,  Jonathan 
Wimbledon. — Spencer,  William  O. 
Winchester.— Chastin,  Alfred  Ed. 
Windsor  and  Eton.— Oldham,  W. 
Wokingham. — Rednall,  Wm.  R. 
Wolverhampton.— Gibson.  F.  J. 
Woodbridge.— Betts,  4 lick  Stephen 
Worcester.— George,  Henry 
Worthing.— Cortis,  A.  Brownhill 
Wrexham.— Caldecott,  Clement  G. 
Wycombe.— Wilford,  Josiah 
Yeovil.— Wright,  Alfred 
York.— Sowray,  Joseph 


Assistant  Local  Secretaries. 


Birmingham  (Central). — Jones,  W. 
„  ( North).— Poole,  J. 

Liverpool. — Buck.  Anthony,  S.  ; 
Grace,  Walter  A.  ;  Walker,  Fran- 
cis ;  Hudson,  Thomas  H  ;  Thomp- 
son, C.  J.  S. 


Manchester  (North).— Pidd,  A.  J. 

„  (Salford).— Butcher,  G.  Si 
Dundee  (Lochee). — Kerr,  Charles 

„  (Broughty  Ferry).— Park,  W. 
Glasgow. — Russell,    J.   Anderson  ;. 

Moir,  James  ;  Boyd,  Alexander 


The  President  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Council  to 
several  gentlemen  who  have  retired  from  this  office,  amongst 
them  being  Mr.  Toone,  of  Bournemouth,  and  Mr.  Windle,  of 
Chesterfield.  He  added  that  there  is  now  a  local  secretary 
at  Bootle,  who  will  relieve  the  Liverpool  men  of  a  great  deal 
of  work. 

The  Scotch  Appeal  Case. 

The  President,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Schacht,  read  the 
judgment  in  this  case  (see  p.  693).  Before  he  did  so  he  made^ 
an  impressive  speech,  in  which  he  said  that  this  judgment 
was  rather  important.  Those  who  had  followed  the  argu- 
ments in  the  appeal  against  the  Sheriff's  decision  regarding- 
the  cases  of  Tumbull  and  Hume,  must  have  observed  that 
ihesewere  two  Irghl'y  respectable  and  respected  men.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  disposition  in  Scotland,  even  on  the  pari 
of  the  Judges  and  Sheiiffs,  to  regard  the  action  of 
the  Society  as  unfair,  and  of  a  trade-union  character- 
There  did  not  seem  to  be  in  the  minds  of  even  these  high 
judicial  men  the  consideration  that  it  was  put  upon  the 
Society  by  the  Legislature  to  enforce  the  Pharmacy  Act,, 
and  it  was  that  fact  that  actuated  them  to  proceed  against 
Hume  and  Tumbull,  one  of  whom  had,  indeed,  been  written 
to.  They  did  not  proceed  vindictively,  and  he  was  happy  to 
see  that  the  wording  of  the  Act  had  had  a  beating  upon  the 
mind  of  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary.  They  had  proceeded 
against  the  defendants  in  the  cases  for  selling  a  most 
virulent  poison  and  taking  the  title  "  chemist,"  and  did 
not  go  against  them  for  simply  calling  themselves  chemists. 
It  was  the  fact  that  while  they  did  so  they  kept  open  shop 
and  sold  poison  to  anyone  who  might  go  in  that  compelled 
them  to  take  action.  He  was  anxious  to  explain  this,  be- 
cause some  people  assumed  that  they  took  as  belonging  tO' 
themselves  only  the  title  "  chemist,"  whereas  they  never 
took  action  unless  the  title  was  used  in  association  with  a 
shop  kept  open  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  He  had  the  highest 
respect  for  Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Tumbull,  both  of  whom  had 
behaved  as  honourable  men  ;  and  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
Society  had  not  proceeded  for  the  mere  purpose  of  getting- 
pehalties.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Before  the  reporters  retired  it  was  agreed  to  hold  the 
January  meeting  on  the  8th,  and  the  Council  received  the 
following  list  of 


November  9,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


689 


The 


Fibst  Examination  Centres. 
list  shows  the  centres  at  which  examinations  had 


been  held  during  the  past  three  years,  with  the  number  of 
candidates  at  each  centre,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  entered 
on  the  minutes : — 


Centres 


England  and  Wales  :  — 
Aberystwith 
Birmingham 
Brighton 
Bristol 

Cambridge  .. 

Canterbury 

Cardiff 

Carlisle 

Carmarthen 

Carnarvon  .. 

Cheltenham 

Darlington  .,  ., 

Exeter 

Hull  

Lancaster   . .       . . 
Leeds         . .       . . 
Lincoln 
Liverpool 

London      . .       . . 
Manchester . .       . . 
Newcastle  . , 
Northampton  .. 
Norwich     . .       . , 
Nottingham  .. 
Oxford 
Penzance 
Peterborough 
Plymouth  .. 
Sheffield 
Shrewsbury 
Southampton 
Worcester 

York  

Scotland  : — 

Aberdeen    . ,       . . 
Dundee       ..  .. 
Edinburgh  ,. 
Glasgow 
Inverness  .. 


1893. 
Jan.,  Apr., 
July,  Oct. 


4 
37 
13 
13 
38 
48 
32 
27 
12 
31 
21 
16 
28 
68 
42 
71 
165 
123 
31 
14 
20 
45 
14 

5 
15 
20 
34 
19 
32 

8 
23 

70 
45 
110 
92 
14 


1894. 
Jan.,  Apr., 


1895. 
Jan.,  Apr. 


July,  Oct.  July,  Oct. 


7 

90 
16 
38 
18 
17 
36 
54 
36 
26 
12 
28 
19 
22 
13 
61 
19 
58 
169 
131 
47 

4 
34 
57 

9 
14 
14 
24 
28 
18 
44 

9 
24 

60 
43 

111 

9i 
28 


7 
67 
18 
26 
13 

6 
40 
40 
40 
15 
11 
26 
15 
25 
24 
69 
17 
76 
154 
125 
57 
14 
20 
52 
20 
13 
27 
11 
24 
22 
39 

7 
29 

55 
3i 
106 
73 
16 


Total 
number 
of  attend- 
ances at 

each 
centre  at 
12  exami- 
nations 


18 

237 
38 
101 
44 
36 
114 
142 
108 
68 
35 
85 
55 
63 
65 
198 
78 
205 
488 
3J9 
135 
32 
74 
154 
43 
32 
56 
55 
86 
59 
115 
24 
76 

183 
119 

327 
257 
58 


Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  6  Examinations. 
Douglas,  I.  of  Man        . .       . .       . .       . .  10 

Guernsey   5 

Jersey       . ,       . .       . .'       . .       . .       . .  2 

Kirkwall    .,    ..  5 

2t  was  agreed  to  appoint  superintendents  of  the  written  ex- 
aminations in  all  the  above-mentioned  towns,  except  Aberyst- 
with and  Worcester,  and  the  appointments  will  be  offered  to 
•the  local  secretaries  in  the  respective  towns 

It  was  also  agreed  that  the  Boards  of  Examiners  should 
meet  next  year  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October. 


Business  Gbanges. 


Boots  (Limited)  have  opened  a  new  branch  at  14  Stod- 
jman  Street,  Newark. 

Mr.  Allan  Sutton  has  opened  a  business  in  Seabank 
iload,  Liscard,  Cheshire. 

A  New  Drug  store  is  being  opened  in  Chichester  by 
Timothy  White  (Limited),  of  Portsmouth. 

The  Pelham  Pharmacy,  Pelham  Arcade,  Hastings,  has 
been  opened  by  Mr.  J.  Spencer  Scholes,  formerly  of  Derby. 

Mr.  Alexander  Elder  has  bought  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  James  Woocock  at  Prenton,  near  Birkeu- 
head. 

Messrs.  Bayley  &  Elliott,  of  the  City  Pharmacy,  Lich- 
field, having  dissolved  partnership,  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Bayley  will 
continue  the  business. 


Mb.  Victor  Weight  is  about  to  open  a  chemist  ard 
druggist's  shop  in  a  tenement  just  erected  in  the  vicinity  of 
Abbeyhill  Station,  Edinburgh. 

Mr  J.  G.  Prbbble,  of  Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited),  Bombay, 
has  left  that  firm  to  take  up  the  Indian  representation  of 
Horner  &  Sons,  London. 


Mr.  Frank  Chabot  announces  that  he  has  ceased  all 
connection  with  the  Kent  Drug  Scores,  and  will  in  future 
carry  on  business  at  the  Grosvenor  Drug  Stores,  27  Grosvenor 
Road,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Mr.  William  H.  Thonger,  who  has  until  recently 
represented  Mr.  James  F.  Wilkinson,  oE  Manchester,  haa 
commenced  business  as  a  medical-label  and  commercial 
printer  at  174  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham. 

MR.  E.  G.  Clayton,  F.I  C,  consulting  chemist  and 
public  analyst,  has  removed  from  43  and  44  Holborn 
Viaduct  to  32  Holborn  Viaduct,  nearly  opposite.  He  has 
purchased  the  practice  of  Mr.  J.  Parry  Laws,  F.I.C. 

Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limited)  have  opened  a 
store  in  Low  Ousegate,  York,  arid  have  attacked  the  York 
public  with  half-page  advertisements  in  the  local  papers, 
and  sandwich-men  who  appear  to  love  the  smell  of  physic, 
as  they  are  generally  to  bs  seen  resting  their  boards  right  in 
front  of  chemists'  doors.  It  was  the  impression  of  most 
people  that  drug  and  patent  prices  had  already  reached  low- 
water  mark  in  the  ancient  city,  and  this  appears  to  be  borne 
out  by  a  comparison  of  Taylor'd  prioes  with  those  appearing 
in  the  published  lists  of  the  older  stores  and  ch°mistsi. 


Urabe^TDarfts  Hpplieo  for. 

ANY  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  regietratioa  of  any 
of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Lack,0omptroller-G6neral,at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal"  October  30,  1895.) 

"Nicholl's  Mayhatine  Blood-pills,"  signature  and  word- 
ing, and  device  of  magnified  drop  of  blood  ;  for  blood- 
pills  for  human  use.  By  Isaac  W.  Nicholl,  Medical 
Hall,  25  High  Street,  Belfast.  The  essential  particulars 
are  ttiejae  simile  signature,  the  word  "  Mayhatine,"  and 
the  device.  190,270. 

Device  of  thistle  and  cross,  surmounted  by  the  words  "  pure 
Keltie  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy  ;  also  for  perfumery,  &c.  By  The  Keltie 
Products  (Limited),  123  George  Street,  Edinburgh, 
manufacturers.  The  essential  particular  is  the  device. 
189,941-2. 

Device  of  landscape  and  beehive  on  floral  label ;  for  honey. 
By  Spring  &  Co.,  Riverside,  Brigg,  Lincolnshire, 
merchant.  The  essential  particular  is  tli3  device. 
189.402. 

"KkovAH";  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters,  including 
ginger-beer;  also  for  goods  in  Class  47  By  Sutclifle 
4c  Bingham,  Ogden  Street,  Cornbrook,  Manchester,  manu- 
facturers. 189,544-45. 

"  Snowdrift  " ;  for  pomade,  jelly,  oil,  and  grease  for  toilet 
purposes.  By  Snowdon,  Sons  &  Co  ,  Lowe's  Wharf, 
Mill  wall,  London,  E  ,  manufacturers.  188,778. 

"  Wild  Bloom,"  and  device  of  camphor- flower  in  bloom  on 
label ;  for  soaps  in  Classes  2,  3,  47,  43.  By  A.  Preston, 
Pine  Street  Chemical- works,  Rochdale  Road,  Bury, 
Laces.,  chemical  manufacturer.  The  essential  par- 
ticulars are  the  words  "  Wild  Bloom "  and  device. 
189,957-58-59-60. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  6,  1895  ) 
"Alcose,"  "  Ahfhal  ";  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in 
manufactures,  photography,  &c  ,  in  Class  1  ;  also  for  a 
substance  used  as  fool,  or  as  an  ingredient  of  food,  in 
Class  42.  By  Dr.  F.  von  Heyden  Nachfolger,  57  Leipziarer 
Strasse,  Rrdebeul,  near  Dresden,  Germany.  189,731, 
190,519,  190,521. 
"Senicar";  for  sheep-dip.  By  the  Wandsworth  Chemical- 
works  (Limited),  Causeway,  Wandsworth,  London,  S.W. 
190,087. 
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Beatbs, 

Francis  — On  October  30,  at  Ellerslie  House,  Grosvenor 
Road,  Wrexham,  in  her  28th  year,  Charlotte  Agnes,  wife  of 
James  B.  Francis,  chemist,  Wrexham. 

Ginner. — On  September  13,  at  St.  Dalmazzo  di  Tenda, 
Italy,  Mr.  Isaac  B.  Ginner,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  English  chemists  on  the  Riviera,  died  after 
an  illness  of  only  a  few  hours.  A  brief  mention  of  Mr. 
Ginner's  death  has  already  appeared  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  Mr.  Ginner  went  to  Cannes  in  18S6  ;  in  1874  he 
purchased  the  Pharmacie  Anglaise,  Rue  dAntibes,  and,  by 
constant  attention  and  good  management,  succeeded  in 
making  it  one  of  the  best  businesses  in  the  South  of  France. 
Mr.  Ginner  had  been  ailing  for  some  time,  but  the  mountain- 
air  seemed  to  have  completely  cured  him  ;  in  fact,  only  a  few 
days  before  his  last  illness  he  appeared  to  be  in  perfect 
health.  After  taking  lunch  with  his  family,  he  retired  to 
his  room  to  rest,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing.  Shortly 
after  he  was  taken  with  haemorrhage,  which  continued  at 
intervals  during  the  afternoon  and  evening.  A  medical  man 
was  immediately  in  attendance,  but  his  efforts  to  arrest  the 
attack  were  in  vain,  and  the  patient  expired  the  same  night. 
The  deceased  will  be  regretted  by  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Dalmas  and  the  adjoinirjg  villages,  as  he  was  the  most 
popular  visitor  wbo  came  amongst  them.  The  body  was 
embalmed,  and  removed  to  Cannes,  where  it  was  buried  in 
the  English  cemetery.  Mr.  Ginner  leaves  a  wife  and  three 
children  to  mourn  his  loss.  His  spate  time  was  devoted  to 
poetry  and  painting.  Some  of  his  poems  are  considered 
very  good,  and  his  friends  hope  that  the  family  will 
have  them  published.  Some  time  ago  Queen  Victoria 
accepted  a  copy  of  Mr  Ginner's  "  Death  of  Otho,  and  other 
Poems,"  dedicated  to  the  late  Duke  of  Albany.  During  the 
Queen's  stay  at  Grasse  in  1891  Mr.  Ginner  was  appointed 
chemist  to  her  Majesty.  He  also  held  the  appointment  of 
chemist  to  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria  The  business  will  be 
carried  on  by  his  sod,  Mr.  Ernest  Ginner. 

Hartley  — On  October  20,  Mr.  Walter  E.  Hartley,  chemist 
and  druggist,  late  of  Willesden.    Aged  33. 

Hellowell  —  On  Ostober  24,  Mr.  John  Hellowell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Leeds.    Aged  53. 

LlNFORD. — Tbe  death  of  Mr.  John  S.  Linford,  F  C  S., 
occurred  on  October  30,  at  his  residence,  Gladstone  Street, 


Hull,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  ase.  Mr.  Linford  was  in  the 
habit  of  readirg  the  lessons  at  St.  Thomas's  Church,  but  not 


feeling  well  on  Sunday  morning  (October  27)  his  wife 
persuaded  him  to  stay  at  home,  but  he  felt  sufficiently  well 
to  dress  and  come  down  to  dinner  about  noon.  Shortly  after 
dinner  he  was  seized  with  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  never 
recovered  the  power  of  speech,  though  he  seemed  to 
understand  what  was  said  to  him.  Mr.  Linford  was  formerly 
in.  business  in  Holborn,  London,  the  business  which  he  con- 
ducted being  known  under  the  style  of  Bolton  &  Co.  It  was 
more  of  a  scientific  apparatus  and  technical  chemist's  shop 
than  an  ordinary  pharmacy,  and  Mr.  Linford  had  a  high 
reputation  for  his  scientific  attainments.  He  went  to  Hull 
fourteen  years  ago  as  chemist  with  Messrs.  Lofthouse  & 
Saltmer,  and  has  always  been  highly  esteemed  in  the 
literary,  scientific,  and  religious  circles  of  the  town.  He 
was  an  examiner  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  many 
years.  In  his  younger  days  Mr.  Linford  was  a  capital 
ciicketer,  and,  it  is  stated,  played  for  his  county  (Kent) ; 
and  as  an  early  Volunteer  he  was  most  enthusiastic.  He  was 
a  native  of  Canterbury,  and  there,  as  well  as  in  London, 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  many  notable  men.  Mr.  Sidney 
Cooper,  the  artist,  was  one  of  his  earliest  friends.  He 
leaves  a  widow,  but  no  children  of  his  own  ;  but  he  adopted 
and  brought  up  his  nephew,  Mr.  Edgar  Bruce,  the  well-known 
actor.  As  a  pharmacist  Mr.  Linfcrd  was  a  man  of  high 
accomplishments,  and  the  articles  which  he  had  contributed 
to  the  literature  of  pharmacy  show  that  he  was  thoroughly 
practical  in  his  ideas.  While  he  was  an  examiner  there  was 
none  in  that  capacity  more  highly  esteemed  by  candidates 
and  by  his  colleagues.  The  announcement  of  his  death 
called  forth  warm  expressions  of  regret  and  sympathy  front 
his  colleagues  in  business,  from  the  members  of  St.  Thomas's 
Church,  and  from  the  members  of  the  Hull  Literary  Club, 
on  the  council  of  which  he  had  served  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  funeral  service  at  St.  Thomas's  Church  on  November  21 
was  a  very  impressive  event. 

Macdonald. — Mr.  John  Macdonald,  chemist,  56  Newing- 
ton  Road,  Edinburgh,  died  at  his  residence  in  Portobello, 
on  Friday,  November  1,  somewhat  suddenly,  at  the  age  of 
60,  from  syncope.  He  had  been  in  rather  indifferent  health 
for  about  two  years  back,  but  was  at  business  as  usual  two> 
days  before  his  death.  Mr.  Macdonald  was  a  native  of 
Invergordon,  and  first  began  business  at  Lasswade,  Mid- 
Lothian.  About  twenty-three  years  ago  he  came  to  Edin- 
burgh and  opened  the  shop  at  56  Newington  Road,  where 
he  has  carried  on  a  successful  business  ever  since. 

Mumby  — Colonel  Charles  Mumby,  J.P.,  C.C.,  died  sud- 
denly at  Waterloo  Station,  on  October  31,  from  an  attack  of 
heart-disease.  He  was  at  the  time  in  the  company  of  his 
old  and  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Ward  Cousins.  Born  at 
Chatteris  in  1826,  he  moved  to  Gosport  when  just  over 
20  years  of  age,  and  subsequently  established  himself  in 
business  as  a  chemist,  mineral-water  maker,  and  ice  mer- 
chant. For  many  years  Colonel  Mumby  has  taken  a  leading 
part  in  the  public  affairs  of  Portsmouth  and  the  locality.  He 
was  connected  with  the  Volunteer  movement  for  thirty-two 
years,  commencing  as  a  private,  and  retiring  as  Colonel 
Commandant  of  the  3rd  Hants  (Duke  of  Connaught's  Own). 
He  was  Chairman  of  the  Local  Board  for  sixteen  years,  a 
County  Magistrate,  County  Councillor,  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Guardians,  of  the  Gosport  and  Portsmouth  Steam  Launch 
Company,  many  years  an  active  member  of  the  Portsmouth 
and  Gosport  Hospital,  and  filled  many  other  offices.  He  has 
several  times  represented  the  Portsmouth  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce at  national  meetings.  He  was  a  Liberal  in  politics, 
and  he  had  won  a  great  influence  in  the  borough  by  his 
eminent  abilities  and  sterling  character. 

Quibell. — On  November  2,  Mr.  Joseph  Layne  Quibell, 
chemist,  of  Gainsborough.  Aged  36.  He  relinquished  busi- 
ness six  years  ago,  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  during 
the  interval  has  suffered  from  a  painful  illness.  Deceased 
was  a  nephew  cf  Mr.  Alderman  Quibell,  of  Newark,  and  was 
highly  respected. 

Stanford.— On  October  28,  Mr.  Frederick  William  Stan- 
ford, chemist  and  druggist,  Peckham.    Aged  41. 

Stimpson.— On  November  6,  at  110  High  Street,  Margate, 
George" Stimpson.    Aged  53. 

Thorp.— On  October  22,  Mr.  Joseph  Thorp,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Walsall.    Aged  62. 
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THE  PHAKMACY  ACT  OF  IRELAND. 

Application  to  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  to 
Erase  a  Name  prom  the  Register  op  Chemists 
and  Druggists. 

On  Saturday,  November  2,  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland,  sitting  at  Dublin  Castle  and 
consisting  of  Lord  Ashbourne,  Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Presi- 
dent), and  the  Vice-Chan cellor,  Mr.  Charles  Hemphill,  Q  C, 
the  Earl  of  Belmore,  Alderman  Meade,  Judge  Warren,  Mr. 
Henry  Bruen,  Lord  Justice  Barry,  Mr.  J.  Trant  Hamilton, 
Mr.  Justice  O'Brien,  Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  Mr.  Justice  Holmes, 
Mr.  Justice  Gibson,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson,  with  Mr.  J.  P. 
Dougherty,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  attending  the  application 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  to  have  the  name 
of  Mr.  R.  C.  Marshall,  of  Dungannon,  removed  from  the 
register  of  chemists  and  druggists  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
been  twice  convicted  of  illegal  compounding  under  circum- 
stances detailed  further  on  in  this  report,  was  heard. 

Mr.  Robert  K.  Clay,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  who  were  also  represented  by  Mr.  Beggs, 
Vice-President  of  the  Society,  and  Messrs.  Grimlley,  Downs, 
and  W.  B.  Wells,  members  of  Council,  with  Mr.  A.  T.  Ferrall, 
Registrar. 

Mr.  John  Ross,  Q.C.,  instructed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Howard,  of 
Dungannon,  appeared  for  Mr.  Marshall. 

When  the  case  was  called  on  Mr.  Clay  said  he  appeared 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C.,  on  the  part  of  the  Bar,  objected  to  Mr. 
Clay  being  heard.  He  had  never  known  a  solicitor  attempt- 
ing to  appear  alone  before  the  Judicial  Committee. 

Mr.  Clay  said  this  point  had  been  raised  once  or  twice 
before  by  members  of  his  profession.  They  thought  that  in 
very  small  matters  . 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  It  never  has  been  in  my  time.  I 
have  been  sitting  here  a  great  many  years,  and  I  have  never 
known  an  order  to  be  sought  for  here  except  by  a  member 
of  the  Bar. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  As  the  senior  member  of  the  Judicial 
Committee  I  think  I  may  say  the  same. 

Mr.  Clay :  In  this  case  the  matter  is  so  trivial  that  the 
Society  did  not  think  

The  Lord  Chancellor  :  If  the  other  side  thought  it  desir- 
able to  be  represented  by  a  Queen's  Counsel  the  matter  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  trivial. 

Mr.  Clay :  If  this  be  now  the  decision  of  the  Privy  Council 
it  puts  an  end  to  the  question  being  raised  again. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  Can  you  refer  us  to  any  analogy  or 
principles  in  the  English  practice  ?  Has  it  been  done  in  the 
English  Privy  Council  1 

Mr.  Clay  :  I  have  not  made  that  inquiry,  but  I  know  there 
was  some  correspondence  on  the  subject  between  the  late 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland  and  the  Incorporated  Law 
Society. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  I  am  not  aware  that  that  would 
give  any  sanction  to  the  idea. 

Mr.  Clay :  It  did  not,  and  therefore  I  at  once  retire. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  :  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that 
you  are  not  in  a  condition  to  cite  any  practice  before  the 
English  Privy  Council  or  before  any  tribunal  analogous  in 
dignity  and  importance  to  the  present. 

Mr.  Clay :  Unless  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  I  have  the 
right  of  audience. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  :  No.  Only  before  the  Appeal  Com- 
mittee.   That  is  another  question  altogether. 

Mr.  Clay :  I  practised  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords 
before  the  late  Lord  Fitzgerald. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  I  have  been  sitting  in  the  House  of 
Lords  pretty  closely  for  the  last  three  years,  and  I  never  saw 
the  slightest  effort  on  the  part  of  anyone  except  a  counsel  to 
be  heard  at  the  Bar  of  that  House.  The  Appeal  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  sits  in  a  chamber,  is  entirely 
different  and  distinct.  There  the  matters  dealt  with  are  only 
questions  of  locus  standi  and  questions  as  to  suits  in  forma 
pauperis,  and  other  matters  of  that  kind,  which  are  matters 
of  detail,  and  in  which  the  solicitors  and  even  the  parties 
themselves  are  heard.     There  is  great  freedom  in  the 


hearing  of  parties,  and  the  appearance  of  counsel  there  is 
the  exception. 

Mr.  Clay :  I  do  not  put  it  farther  than  that. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  :  The  practice  there  affords  no 
analogy,  because  it  is  only  the  taking  of  formal  steps  to 
ascertain  whether  an  appeal  to  the  Lords  can  be  heard  at 
all  or  not.  The  Appeal  Committee  only  consider  small  formal 
points. 

Mr.  Clay  :  They  are  much  more  serious  than  the  case  you 
are  gohog  to  decide. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  You  seem  to  be  disparaging  your 
own  case. 

Mr.  Clay  :  I  do  not  say  that. 

The  Vice-Chancellor  :  What  course  is  to  be  taken  ? 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  We  will  hear  the  appellant. 

Mr.  Justice  O'Brien  :  Is  there  any  question  in  the  case  ? 

Mr.  Ross,  Q  C. :  I  will  tell  you.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  April,  1894,  prosecuted  this  man  Marshall  for  the 
offence  of  illegally  compounding  a  prescription.  He  is  a 
licensed  chemist  and  druggist,  and  has  a  right  by  law  to 
keep  open  shop  and  sell  drugs,  chemicals,  and  poisons  ;  but 
he  has  no  right  to  compound  prescriptions.  In  April,  1894, 
the  inspector  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  came  to  his 
shop  and  presented  him  with  a  simple  prescription,  which  he 
made  up.  He  was  prosecuted  for  that,  and  fined  51.  Again, 
on  July  29  last,  another  inspector  came  to  his  shop  and 
asked  him  to  make  up  a  prescription.  He  at  first  refused, 
saying  it  was  contrary  to  law  that  he  should  do  so  ;  bat  the 
inspector  pressed  him  to  do  so,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
he  again  fell  under  the  guiles  of  tbis  professional  tempter. 
He  thus  broke  the  law,  and  was  brought  before  the  Magis- 
trates. 

Mr.  Justice  O'Brien  :  By  the  same  man  who  asked  him  to 
do  it — the  informer  1 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C. :  Oh,  yes — the  informer.  They  get  a  part 
of  the  penalty.  They  brought  him  again  before  the  Magis- 
trates, who  fined  him  5Z — a  very  large  sum.  The  Society 
are  now  proceeding,  under  the  35th  section  of  the  Irish  Phar- 
macy Act  of  1875,  to  put  an  end  to  him  altcgether  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  by  having  his  name  struck  off  the  roll. 
I  am  merely  here  on  his  behalf  to  submit  to  you  that  that 
is  going  too  far.    The  man  has  been  punished. 

Mr.  Justice  Holmes :  Who  is  the  moving  party  in  the 
proceeding  before  us  1 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C. :  The  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Justice  Holmes :  In  that  case  are  not  you  premature 
until  we  hear  them  ? 

Mr.  Ross,  Q  C. :  I  thought  you  were  askiDg  me  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Wells :  As  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  will 
your  Lordships  allow  me  to  make  a  statement  1 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  Yes. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Our  President  is  in  London  on  official  business, 
and  I  have  been  requested,  as  you  will  not  hear  our  solicitor,  to 
make  a  statement  to  you.  On  tae  memorial  that  has  been 
placed  before  you  *  we  are  quite  prepared  simply  to  leave  the 
matter  in  ycur  Lordships'  hands.  We  have  a  public  duty  to 
perform,  and  it  is  a  very  serious  duty.  We  have  performed 
it,  and  we  leave  it  to  you  to  settle  what  is  to  be  done.  I 
do  not  know  whether  you  will  allow  me  to  say  that  our 
inspector — who  in  no  way  pressed  this  gentleman  to  make 
up  the  prescription — is  an  inspector  of  the  Society  who  goes 
aoout  from  town  to  town.  He  is  not,  as  has  been  stated,  an 
informer.    He  goes  about  and  gets  prescriptions  made  up  in 


*  The  memorial  referred  to  contained  a  statement  of  the  two  convictions 
of  R.  C.  Marshall,  April  9, 1894,  and  July  29, 1895,  and  stated  that  on  the 
first  occasion  Mr.  Marshall  had  promised  not  to  offend  again,  Ave  other 
charges  being  in  consequence  of  that  promise  withdrawn.  The  Council 
felt  constrained  therefore  to  pray  that  the  name  of  R.  C.  Marshall 
should  be  erased  from  the  register  of  chemists  "as  a  warning  to  other 
chemists  and  druggisis  and  registered  druggists,  many  of  whom  are  be 
lieved  to  carry  on  the  compounding  of  medic  tl  prescriptions  surreptitiously.' 
The  memorial  further  quoted  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gahvay,  read  later,  a 
copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Dungannon  Town  Commissioners  stating 
that  Mr.  Marshall  is  a  man  worthy  of  credence,  and  supporting  his  prayer 
to  the  Privy  Council,  which  was  also  printed  in  the  memorial.  This  stated 
that  he  had  learned  no  other  business  than  that  of  a  chemist  and  druggist' 
that  he  had  a  wife  and  large  family  to  support,  and  that  to  remove  him 
from  the  register  would  mean  his  absolute  ruin.  Lastly,  memorials  signed 
by  the  Magistrates  and  by  a  large  number  of  his  fellow-townsmen  in  his 
favour  were  appended. 
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order  to  protect  the  public.  We  have  no  other  object  but 
that,  and  wa  now  leave  the  matter  in  yoor  hands. 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C.,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  read 
the  section  ot  the  Act  relied  on,  viz  : — 

35.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  may  direct  the  name  of  any 
person  who  is  convicted  o£  any  offence  against  this  A.ct  which  in  their 
opinion  renders  him  unfit  to  be  on  any  register  under  this  Act  to  be 
erased  from  such  reeister,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registrar  to  erase 
the  same  accordingly. 

Counsel  said  the  offences  of  which  Mr.  Marshall  was  con- 
victed were  not  under  that  Act,  but  under  the  later  one  of 
1S90. 

Mr.  Wells  :  No  ;  under  the  30th  section  of  the  Act  of  1875. 

Mr.  Rots,  Q.C. :  The  secord  Act  is  to  be  read  with  the 
principal  Act,  and  I  am  not  making  any  point  on  that. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson  remarked  that  the  bl.  penalty  was  a 
large  one.  The  offence  here  was  not  a  pharmaceutical 
offence 

Mr.  Justice  O'Brie n  :  There  must  be  an  offence  which  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Privy  Council  renders  the  person  unfit  to 
be  on  the  register. 

Mr.  Justice  Holmes  said  there  were  some  difficulties  in  the 
present  case  that  he  would  like  to  have  some  assistance  on. 
First  of  all,  if  the  Privy  Council  were  to  act  at  all,  the  matter 
should  te  brought  before  it.  Secondly,  when  it  was  brought 
before  it,  the  litigant  should  support  his  case  in  some  way. 
How  were  they,  in  the  absence  of  what  might  be  called  the 
prosecutor,  to  go  into  the  matter  ? 

The  Lord  Chancellor  read  from  a  printed  document  which 
was  before  the  Committee  a  letter  addressed  on  July  29, 
1895,  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  by  Mr. 
W.  B  Gal  way,  their  solicitor  in  the  last  prosecution  of  Mr. 
Marshall,  as  follows:  — 

Dear  Sir, — I  attended  to-day  at  Dungannon  to  prosecute  on  behalf  of 
the  Society.  I  hid  issued  four  summonses— one 'for  dispensing  and  one  for 
keeping  open  shop— against  each  defendant.  When  the  cases  were  called 
on  I  stated  the  nature  of  the  prosecution  and  reminded  the  Berjch  that 
Marshall  had  pleaded  guilty  to  a  similar  prosecution  in  April,  1894.  The 
Bench,  however,  seemed  to  know  as  much  about  the  case  as  I  did,  for,  as 
soon  as  I  had  stated  the  cise,  Mr.  Howard,  the  defendant's  solicitor, 
admitted  the  offence  on  behalf  of  Richard  C.  Marshall,  and  before  I  could 
say  a  word  the  Chairman  stated  that  they  would  fine  Marshall,  sen.,  bl. 
for  dispensing,  and  dismiss  all  the  other  cases.  I  protested  against  this 
very  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  stated  that  I  was  prepared  to  prove 
the  case  against  the  second  defendant,  and  would  press  for  the  full  penalty 
in  each  case.  One  of  the  Magistrates  thereupon  stated  that  the  son  was 
only  the  father's  agent,  and  quoted  the  Latin  maxim  "  Qui  facit  per  alium 
facit  per  se."  I  pressed  the  point  as  strongly  as  I  could,  quoting  the 
•words  of  the  section  which  enacts  that  "  any  person  committing  the 
offence  mentioned  in  the  Act  is  liable  to  the  penalty."  After  considerable 
argument  I  was  informed  that  the  Magistrates  were  satisfied  that  no 
offence  had  been  committed  by  the  son,  and  that  they  regardel  the  keeping 
opea  shop  and  dispensing  as  one  and  the  same  offence.  A  fine  of  bl.  was 
imposed  on  Marshall,  with  1?.  costs.  With  all  respect  for  the  Bench  it 
certainly  seemed  to  me.  and  I  believe  also  to  Mr.  Lyons  who  attended  on 
behalf  of  the  Society,  that  their  minds  were  made  up  before  they  came  to 
court.  They  certainly  gave  their  decision  in  the  case  before  a  shred  of 
evidence  was  given. 

Of  course,  his  Lordship  continued,  that  is  a  very  grave 
reflection  on  the  bench  of  Magistrates,  and  a  letter  has  been 
forwarded  by  them  to  the  Clerk  of  Council,  which  it  is  right 
to  lead ; — 

Dungannon,  October  31, 1895. 
In  re  R.  C.  Marshall. 
Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  directed  to  a  copy  of  a  letter  accompanying 
a  Dotice  sent  out  by  you  of  the  hearing  of  an  application  on  this  matter 
before  the  Privy  Council  on  November  2,  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  Mr.  W.  B.  Gahvay,  solicitor,  of  Belfast,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Dublin,  and  dated  July  29, 1895,  in  which  Mr.  Gahvay 
alleges  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  Magistrates  who  heard  the  case  at 
Petty  Sessions,  and  goes  so  far  ns  to  say  that  the  Magistrates  had  made  up 
their  minds  a*  to  how  they  would  deal  with  the  case  before  it  came  into 
court.  We,  the  undersigned,  were  the  Magistrates  who  adjudicated,  and 
out  of  respect  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  thinking  it  clue  to  ourselves,  we 
beg  to  state  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  these  charges. 
The  cases  came  on  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  were  disposed  of  by  us  to  the 
best  of  our  ability.  Toe  defendant  pleaded  guilty  to  the  offence,  for  which 
he  was  punished  :  and  with  regard  to  the  other  charges,  we  heard  all  that 
was  necessary  for  our  consideration  on  both  sides  before  giving  our  decision. 
If  we  were  wrong  in  point  of  law  we  were  ready  to  state  a  case,  but  w(  re 
not  called  on  to  do  so.   We  are  quite  prepared,  if  so  required,  to  lay  a 


detailed  statement  of  the  entire  proceedings  before  the  Privy  Council- 
With  regard  to  the  first  case,  which  was  heard  at  Dungannon  Petty  Sessions 
on  April  9, 1894,  our  Chairman  begs  respectfully  to  point  out  a  grave  in- 
accuracy in  the  statement  now  before  the  Council.  The  defendant  was?, 
only  represented  by  his  solicitor,  and  a  fine  of  bl.  was  inflicted  ;  but  no 
such  undertaking  as  is  stated  was  either  asked  for  on  that  occasion.  03 
given. 

That  letter,  his  Lordship  said,  is  signed  by  eight  Magis- 
trates, and  they  were  all  present,  and  ic  was  due  to  them  to 
read  it. 

Mr.  Clay  :  Might  I  say,  as  a  personal  matter,  that  I  had 
nothing  to  say  to  the  putting  forward  of  that  case,  and? 
therefore  I  know  nothing  about  that  letter.  I  was  cot  a> 
party  to  giving  it  publicity. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  1  do  not  think  anything  can  be  re- 
garded as  trivial  that  seeks  to  remove  from  the  roll  of 
business,  and  destroy  for  life  a  man's  livelihood.  It  is  a 
serious  exercise  of  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the  Privy 
Council,  and  the  Society  cannot  say  that  it  is  trivial,  and 
then  throw  it  down  to  the  Council,  and  say,  "  Do  what  you 
like."  We  are  entitled  to  a  statement  of  the  attitude  they 
take  up,  the  case  they  put  forward,  and  the  order  they  asi 
us  to  make.  It  is  not  fair  in  administering  responsibilities 
to  run  away  from  them  after  putting  them  before  us. 

Mr.  Wells:  Allow  me  to  say  that  we  are  in  this  unfor- 
tunate position — that  we  have  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  carry 
out,  and  lesporjsibilities  thrown  on  us;  but  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  us  any  fnnds  to  do- 
it. In  this  case  alone  it  has  cost  us  about  20Z.  for  these- 
prosecutions,  and  we  get  two-thirds  of  the  51.  fine  ;  and  this- 
is  a  thirjg  that  is  occurring  every  day  through  the  country. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  :  You  ask  us  to  make  the  gravest  and 
most  serious  order  that  can  be  made  against  a  man — one 
that  would  deprive  him  of  his  means  of  livelihood,  and  posv 
sibly  of  his  bread.  We  are  entitled  to  have  some  assistance 
given  to  us  in  reference  to  the  order  you  ask  us  to  make  and 
the  grounds  on  which  you  ask  us  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Wells  :  The  order  would  not  deprive  him  of  the  means 
of  earnirg  his  bread.  It  would  only  prevent  him  from 
selling  certain  thiDgs. 

Mr.  Justice  Johnson :  I  think  it  was  a  very  wrong  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  a  great  institution  like  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  Privy  Council 
which  concludes  with  this  paragraph: — "I  enclose  copy  of 
letter  of  the  29ih  of  July  last  from  Mr.  Galway,  the  solicitor, 
with  reference  to  the  last  prosecution ;  and  I  should  mention 
that  the  defendants  traded  under  the  title  of  'Marshall  &  Son,' 
and  styled  their  drug  shop  a  '  medical  hall.'"  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  that  had  anything  to  say  to  the  matter 
before  the  Privy  Coutcil  at  all,  but  that  it  was  deliberately 
put  forward  to  cast  an  aspersion  on  a  bench  of  Magistrates 
who  acted  on  their  own  lesponsibility,  and  who  are  not  here 
to  act  for  themselves  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  accidentaJ 
circumstance  of  the  Chancellor  readirg  the  letter  he  has 
done,  it  would  remain  on  the  files  of  the  Privy  Council 
unanswered     I  think  it  was  a  most  improper  proceeding. 

Judge  Warren  was  understood  to  say  that  the  proceeding 
was  a  most  unprofessional  one. 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C,  submitted  that  no  case  had  been  made  for 
the  removal  of  his  client's  name  from  the  roll. 

Mr  Justice  Holmes  :  There  is  no  case  before  us  at  all. 

The  Vice-Chancellor:  The  offence  is  admitted  in  this 
man's  own  memorial,  and  not  only  that,  but  he  gave  a  per- 
sonal undertaking  to  the  Magistrates  that  he  would  not  be 
guilty  of  it  again. 

The  Lord  Chancellor:  Well,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
he  has  not  acted  on  that. 

Mr.  Justice  Holmes:  That  shows  the  embarrassment  in 
which  we  are  placed.  Up  to  the  present  I  never  heard  of" 
that  memorial. 

The  Vice-Chancellor:  Is  it  not  quite  clear  that  he  has 
committed  an  offence  which  under  the  Act  authorises  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  ihe  Privy  Council  to  remove  his  name^ 
from  the  register  if  they  think  fit? 

Mr.  Justice  Gibson  :  Have  we  got  any  case  before  us  at 
all? 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C,  said  there  should  have  been  a  regular 
petition. 

Mr.  Justice  Holmes:  If  the  entire  legislation  on  thia 
subject  is  confined  to  the  section  lead  by  Mr.  Ross  (35  of  the 
Irish  Pharmacy  Act,  1875),  it  is  very  defective,  because 
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something  should  be  stated  as  to  the  mode  in  which  suzh 
an  application  as  this  should  be  brougtt. 

Mr.  Ross,  Q.C.,  said  he  did  not  ask  for  costs,  bat  he  a9kei 
their  Lordships  to  grant  the  prayer  of  his  client's  memorial — 
not  to  remove  his  name  from  the  register  of  chemists  and 
druggists. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  We  make  no  order  ;  and  what  will 
happan  will  be  that  what  was  decided  by  the  Magistrates — 
whose  letter  of  explanation  every  member  of  the  committee 
is  glad  to  receive — will  remain  in  existence.  An  undertaking 
has  been  given  which  it  is  not  stated  that  he  has  violated, 
and  we  leave  the  matter  there. 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT,  1868. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmac?  Appeals. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  Lord  YouDg,  and  Lord  Traycer, 
sittirg  in  the  Justiciary  Appeal  Court  of  Scotland  on  Novem- 
ber 2,  disposed  of  the  appeals  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
against  the  decisions  given  by  the  Sheriff  Substitute  in  the 
prosecutions  raised  by  them  against  John  M.  Turnbull, 
6  Rose  Street,  Edinburgh,  and  Wm.  Hume,  1  Lothian  Street, 
Edinburgh.  Both  respondents  were  charged  with  keeping 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  using  and  exhibiting 
the  title  "  chemist,"  they  not  being  qualified  chemists  under 
the  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  questions  of  law  which  were  submitted  to  their 
Lordships  were,  in  the  case  of  Hume,  Did  the  respondent, 
by  describing  himself  as  a  "  scientific  instrument  maker 
and  technical  chemist,"  infringe  sections  1  and  15  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868  ?  and,  in  the  case  of  Turnbull,  (1)  Did 
the  facts  stated  constitute  on  the  part  of  the  respondent 
the  offence  of  keeping  open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing, 
or  compounding  of  poisons  contrary  to  sections  1  and  15  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  ?  (2)  Did  the  respondent,  by  the 
designation  "  photographic  chemist "  used  on  his  shop- 
sign,  infringe  sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868  1 
Theie  appeared  for  the  appellants  Mr.  T.  Sa'.vesen  and  Mr. 
T.  B.  Morison  ;  agent,  Mr.  P.  Morison,  S.S  C.  For  Hume, 
Mr.  Dundas  ;  agent,  F.  J.  Martin,  W.S.  Fof  Turnbull,  Mr. 
Trotter  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Young ;  agents,  Cuthbert  &  March- 
bank,  S  S  C. 

Lord  Trayner,  who  gave  the  leading  opinion,  dealing  with 
the  case  of  Hume  first,  said :  I  have  felt  the  decision  of  this 
case  to  be  attended  with  difficulty,  but  I  have  come  to  be 
of  opinion  that  the  appeal  should  be  sustained.  The  statute 
which  the  respondent  is  charged  with  having  contravened 
was  passed  "  for  the  safety  of  the  public,"  and  forbids  any- 
one keeping  open  shop,  inter  alia,,  for  the  retailing  of  poisons 
or  assuming  or  using  the  title  of  "chemist"  unless  qualified 
and  registered  as  the  statute  provides.  The  respondent  has 
assumed  and  u;ed,  both  as  a  sign  over  his  shop-door  and  on 
his  trade  circular  or  advertisement,  the  title  of  "  technical 
chemist";  but  he  maintains  that  the  title  of  "  chemist "  so 
qualified,  taken  along  with  the  fact  that  in  direct  connection 
therewith  he  designs  himself  as  a  "  scientific  instrument 
maker,"  is  not  within  the  statutory  prohibition.  I  think  it  is. 
The  respondent  uses  the  titleof  "cbemisf'in  connection  with 
premises  in  which,  according  to  his  advertisement,  poisons 
are  sold  in  small  quantities,  and  the  public,  for  whose  safety 
and  protection  the  Act  was  passed,  are  more  likely  than  not 
to  regard  the  title  "  chemist  "  without  paying  any  attention 
or  perhaps  understanding  the  qualification  of  "technical." 
That  the  prefix  of  a  qualifying  adjective  to  the  title 
"chemist"  or  "druggist"  does  not  take  the  person  using 
such  title  out  of  the  statutory  prohibition  has  been  decided 
in  England,  where  "  botanical  chemist "  and  "  shipping 
druggist "  have  been  treated  as  contraventions  of  the 
statute,  the  persons  using  these  titles  not  having  a  statu- 
tory qualification  or  right  to  assume  the  title  of  "  chemist" 
or  "  druggist."  Had  those  English  decisions  been  to  a  con- 
trary effect  I  would  not  have  dissented  from  them  ;  they 
would  then,  I  must  admit,  have  been  more  in  accordance 
with  the  inclination  of  my  own  mind.  But  I  am,  however, 
not  questioning  their  soundness,  and  it  is  not  desirable  that 
an  Imperial  statute  should  be  interpreted  differently  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  I  am  prepartd  to  follow 
them,  and  decide  accordingly  against  the  respondent.  In 
doing  so,  I  am  doing  the  respondent  no  wrong  or  even 
putting  him  to  any  serious  inconvenience,  while  I  am,  I 


think,  affording  to  the  public  the  protection  which  the 
statute  intended  the  public  to  have  I  think  the  question 
put  to  us  should  be  answered  in  the  siiirmative. 

Lord  Traycer  also  pave  the  leading  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Turnbull.  He  said  :  For  the  reasons  I  have  given  in  the 
case  of  Bremiidg-e  v.  Hume  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  second 
question  in  this  case  should  be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
With  regard  to  the  first  question,  I  differ  from  the  view  taken 
by  the  Sheriff  Substitute,  and  would  answer  that  also  in  the 
affirmative.  The  shop  in  question  was  the  respondent's  shop, 
and  it  was  certainly  kept  open,  inter  alia,  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  in  small  quantities.  That  the  actual  sale  in  question 
was  made  by  a  shopman  or  servant  does  not  affect  the 
question.  It  was  part  of  the  shopman's  duty  or  service  to 
make  such  sales,  and  what  he  did  within  the  ordinary  scope 
of  his  employment  must  be  regarded  as  the  respondent's — 
his  employer 's—  act. 

Lord  Young  said  :  I  appresiate  the  difficulties  ia  these 
cases — I  take  them  both  together — which  have  been  referred 
to  by  Lord  Trayner.  I  feel  the  difficulties— indeed,  so  much 
that  the  inclination  of  my  own  opinion,  which  I  should  have 
acted  upon  had  I  been  a'one,  would  have  been  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the  Magistrates. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  :  I  have  no  vote  in  this  court 
unless  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  and  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  Lord  Young  dissents  from  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Trayner.  But  I  may  say  that  I  concur  with  Lord  Trayner's 
opinion.  I  think  both  cases  are  fairly  struck  at  by  the  Act, 
and  I  may  add  that,  even  without  the  cases  in  England,  my 
opinion  would  have  been  to  the  same  effect. 

The  appeal  in  both  cases  was  therefore  snstained. 

Mr.  Salvesen,  for  the  appellant,  said  he  did  not  ask  for  a 
conviction  or  for  expenses  in  either  case.  The  Society  only 
wished  to  have  the  point  desided. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  agreed  that  a  conviction  should 
not  be  pressed.  There  was  nothing  whatever  against  the 
character  of  either  of  these  gentlemen.  They  were  doing 
what  they  believed  to  be  right  in  selling  these  poisoas,  and 
they  had  not  acted  in  a  surreptitious  or  improper  manner. 
It  was  only  on  technical  grounds  that  the  Court  were  obliged 
to  give  the  judgment  which  they  did. 

Counsel  then  left  the  bar. 


Patent  Medicines. — Petitions  for  the  Revocation 
of  Patents. — Two  Granted,  One  Opposed. 

On  the  application  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cifeat 
Britain,  the  following  patents  for  medijinej  have  besn  re- 
voked : — 

On  October  25,  by  Mr.  Justice  Ctiitty,  Wallace's  patent, 
No.  15,525,  for  a  medicine  for  the  cure  of  inQaenza  and  other 
complaints,  from  the  following  recipe  : 


Vim  ipecacuanha            ..  ..  ..  "ii.  lllv. 

Sirupi  papaveris     ..       ..  ..  ..  5ii.lll.xx 

Sulphatis  quints    . .      . .  . .  . .  gr.  ix. 

Soluta1  in  acido  hydrochlorico  quantum 

sufficit  et  aqua  ad        ..  ..  ..  3ij.  Hit. 

Camphoife  solntte  in  spirit'.!  rect.  ad 

saturandurn        ..       ..  ..  ..  lllxxx. 

Fiat  mixtura  :  percolaretur. 


On  October  25,  by  Mr.  Jastioe  Cbitty,  Simmons's  patent' 
No.  1,241,  of  1894,  for  an  embrocation  or  liniment,  to  be 
prepared  by  mixing  eggs,  olive  oil,  turpentine,  malt  vinegar, 
tincture  of  opium,  spirits  of  hartshorn,  soap  liniment,  oil  of 
origanum,  and  spirir.  of  camphor. 

On  November  2,  Mr.  Justice  North  sanctioned  the  petition 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  revocation  of  Ingram, 
Jones  &  Elven's  patent,  N).  1,639,  of  1894,  going  into  the 
witness-list,  counsel  for  the  Society  saying  that  he  had 
received  notice  from  the  other  side  that  the  petition  would 
be  opposed. 


A  PRESCRIPTION  DISPUTE. 

At  the  Greenwich  County  Court,  on  November  1,  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Bristowe,  Q.C.,  James  Watson  Black,  of 
11  Kirkdale,  Sydenham,  S  E.,  sought  to  recover  from  John 
Arthur  Chandos,  describing  himself  as  a  journalist,  of 
8  Byne  Road,  Sydenham,  the  sum  of  11.  16s.  2d.  for  value  of 
goods  sold  and  delivered.     Mr.  Holmes  Mos?,  sdicitor 
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appeared  for  th^  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  conducted  his 
own  case.  From  Mr.  Moss's  opening  statement  it  appeared 
that  in  August  and  September  of  this  year  the  defendant 
called  upon  the  plaintiff  at  his  house  of  business  with  a 
request  that  he  would  make  up  the  two  following  prescrip- 
tions for  hi?  (defendant's)  wife,  viz. : — 

Liniment. 


Lin.  chlorof  2  dr. 

„    belladonna   ..     £  oz. 

„    opii   i  ., 

„    aconiti    . .    , .    2  dr. 

M. 

Ft.  liu.  m.d.u. 

Fills. 

Pil.  Hydrastis  co.  (B.  &.  W.)  ..       ..  xij. 
Cap.  j.  bis  terve  die. 


These  prescriptions  were  supplied  to  the  defendant  by  Dr. 
J.  K.  Brigham,  of  Maplehurst,  West  Hill,  Sydenham.  The 
prescriptions  were  duly  made  up  and  delivered  with  the 
account.  The  defendant,  having  received  the  bill,  took 
objection  to  the  charge  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
plaintiff  on  the  subject : — ■ 

Sir, — My  wife  lias  shown  me  your  account,  amounting  to  17.  13s.  2d.  I 
decline  to  pay  it,  as  the  charges  are  exorbitant.  Mrs.  Chandos  states  that 
-she  was  obliged  to  get  the  pills  made  up  at  your  shop  since  my  letter  to  you 
on  account  of  no  other  chemist  being  able  to  prepare  the  pills  according  to 
the  prescription.  In  your  last  letter  to  me  you  stated  that  the  lotion  you 
supplied  me  with  was  prepared  with  pure  drugs,  and  was  consequently 
dearer.   I  have  since  learned  that  the  statement  is  incorrect." 

To  this  letter  plaintiff  replied  that  the  price  of  the  liniment 
and  pills  appeared  to  be  in  order,  but  that  if  methylated 
liniments  of  belladonna  and  aconite  were  substituted  for  the 
pure  drugs  the  price  would  be  less  than  half.  In  order  to 
meet  defendant  as  much  as  possible  with  justice  to  both 
parties  he  would  allow  a  cash  discount. of  10  per  cent,  on  the 
account.  To  this  defendant  replied  that  he  should  not 
pay  the  account,  and  he  trusted  that  plaintiff  would  afford 
•him  an  early  oppoitunity  of  stating  in  public  the  methods 
and  practices  which  governed  the  conduct  of  his  business, 
and  added  that  should  he  entertain  any  conscientious 
scruples  as  to  the  expediency  of  having  a  jury  looking  into 
his  affairs  he  should  have  no  option  but  to  submit  the  matter 
to  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue  and  other  authorities  con- 
nected with  his  trade. 

Defendant  stated  that  he  objected  to  pay  the  amount 
-charged  on  the  grounds  that  the  prescription  of  Dr.  Brigham 
had  not  been  made  up  with  pure  drugs,  and  that  the  recipe 
of  the  doctor  could  not  be  understood  with  regard  to  the 
ipills,  and  that  methylated  spirit  instead  of  rectified  spirit 
had  been  used  in  the  composition  of  the  liniment.  He  also 
suggested  that  there  was  some  extraordinary  reason  why 
Dr.  Brigham'a  prescription  could  be  understood  by  Mr.  Black 
and  not  by  any  other  chemist.  He  had  written  to  Dr. 
Brigham  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  the  pills  else- 
where, and  the  doctor  had  replied  that  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  there  should  ba  any  difficulty,  as  he  had  prescribed 
them  for  years  and  had  never  before  heard  of  any  difficulty 
in  procuring  them.  To  make  the  matter  more  unmistakable, 
tie  had  appended  the  initials  "B.  &  W.,"  which  were  the 
recognised  indication  of  the  house  which  supplied  the  pills. 
They  stood  for  Burroughs  &  Wellcome,  but  the  formula 
•could  be  made  up  by  any  chemist. 

Defendant,  continuing,  said  he  had  taken  the  prescription 
■for  the  pills  to  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  of  Oxford  Street, 
but  their  manager,  Mr.  Sells,  was  unable  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  compound.  He  had  also  handed  to  Mr.  Sells 
a  bottle  of  the  liniment  for  analysis,  with  the  result  that  it 
was  found  to  contain  methylated  alcohol. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Moss,  defendant  said  he  was  a 
journalist.  He  was  not  now  in  practice  as  such,  although 
he  still  supplied  articles  to  newspapers  that  would  accept 
them.    He  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the  Harvk. 

His  Honour:  I  have  heard  of  that  paper. 

Continuing,  defendant  said  he  was  defending  this  action 
solely  on  public  grounds. 

His  Honour:  We  have  nothiDg  to  do  here  with  public 
grounds. 

Mr.  Sells,  manager  to  John  Bell  &  Co.,  Oxford  Street,  was 


called  for  the  defence,  and  said  he  had  been  in  Messrs.  John 
Bell  &  Co.'s  for  sixteen  years.  Their  firm  employed  thirty  or 
forty  assistants.  He  remembered  the  defendant  bringing 
him  the  prescription  for  pills  produced,  and  asking  him  if  he 
could  make  it  up.  He  could  not  do  so,  however,  on  account 
of  its  not  being  sufficiently  explicit.  He  could  not  under- 
stand what  the  compound  meant.  It  might  have  meant 
anything.  There  was  nothing  to  indicate  what  were  the 
ingredients  of  the  compound. 

Witness,  in  reply  to  his  Honour,  who  read  the  prescription, 
said  there  was  no  recognised  form  for  that  particular  pill, 
and  he  did  not  know  what  it  meant  or  how  to  make  it  up. 
He  could  not  say  what  effect  it  would  have  on  anyone  or 
whether  it  would  be  injurious.  There  was  one  drug  in  it 
which  he  knew  the  properties  of,  but  it  was  impossible  to 
say  what  the  compounds  would  consist  of.  On  Septem- 
ber 18  or  19  defendant  brought  him  a  bottle  of  liniment. 
The  bottle  produced  contained  that  liniment.  He  knew  it 
because  his  seal  was  upon  it.  He  was  requested  to  have  the 
liniment  analysed,  and  he  did  so.  He  did  not  analyse  it 
himself.    The  analyst  of  the  firm  did  it. 

In  reply  to  his  Honour,  he  could  not  say  himself  what 
were  the  ingredients. 

Defendant  here  stated  that  he  had  had  the  liniment 
analysed  solely  on  public  grounds,  but  he  had  not  the  analyst 
present. 

His  Honour  said  he  could  not  admit  any  statement  with 
regard  to  the  liniment  beyond  what  had  been  said  by  the 
witness.  The  proper  course  to  have  taken  would  have  been 
to  have  subpoenaed  the  analyst.  , 

Defendant  said  he  would  do  this  if  an  adjournment  were 
granted. 

His  Honour  said  he  might  be  inclined  to  accede  to  this 
request  if  defendant  would  undertake  to  pay  plaintiff's  costs 
for  the  day. 

Defendant  said  he  would  do  this.  He  had  already  spent 
a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  fighting  the  case  for  the 
sake  of  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  the  public  by 
certain  revelations  which  he  anticipated  making  had  the 
case  taken  the  course  he  had  expected  it  would  have  iun. 

His  Honour  said  he  could  only  allow  the  case  to  stand 
over  on  condition  that  special  evidence  was  given  in  respect 
of  the  composition  of  the  liniment.  The  witness  who  had 
been  called  had  stated  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  what 
the  prescriptions  were,  and  he  had  said  that  the  one  for  the 
pills  was  unintelligible  to  him.  Probably  it  was  not  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  But  neither  were  Cockle's  pills. 
These,  however,  he  believed,  although  he  did  not  himself 
know,  were  said  to  be  very  useful  to  a  special  class  of  people. 
(Laughter.) 

The  defendant  said  he  had  many  important  questions  to 
bring  forward.  One  was  in  connection  with  his  having  been 
recommended  by  Dr.  Brigham  to  Black. 

His  Honour  said  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  that,  and 
proceeded  to  interrogate  the  witness  Sells  as  to  what  was  the 
custom  of  his  firm  when  prescriptions  were  brought  to  them 
to  make  up. 

The  Witness :  Had  he  known  what  the  prescription  was 
he  should  have  made  it  up. 

Mr.  Moss,  in  cross-examination  of  the  witness  Sells,  handed 
him  the  following  prescription  : — 

Hydrastin  mur  i  gr. 

Ergotine  4  gr. 

Cannabin  tannate  £  gr. 

and  asked  him  whether  this  was  not  the  same  thing  as  the 
prescription  for  the  pills  referred  to  above. 
Witness  said  probably  it  was. 

Defendant  asked  his  Honour  to  adjourn  the  case  for  a 
week,  but  his  Honour  said  he  did  not  see  that  any  good 
would  result  from  that  course.  If  the  defendant  chose  to 
come  there  with  a  muddled  statement  and  without  having 
taken  the  trouble  to  make  the  case  intelligible  or  to  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  legal  gentleman,  it  was  his  (defendant's) 
look  out  and  not  his  Honour's.  With  regard  to  the  prescrip- 
tion, without  throwing  any  discredit  upon  Mr.  Sells  or  any 
doubt  upon  his  statement,  it  did  not  follow  that  because 
he  did  not  understand  the  prescription  no  other  chemist 
would. 

Judgment  was  then  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  with  costs  on 
on  the  lower  scale. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 
Tincture  of  Senna. 

At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court,  on  November  1,  Charles 
Packwood,  chemist,  Summer  Lane,  was  summoned  for  selling 
tincture  of  senna,  which  was  found  to  contain  only  half  the 
solid  ingredients  required.  Tha  defence  was  that  the 
tincture  had  settled  down,  and  only  required  shakiDg  before 
being  dispensed  to  raise  it  to  its  proper  consistency.  A  fine 
of  2*'.  6d.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

William  Henry  Blunt,  chemist,  Snow  Hill,  was  summoned 
for  a  similar  offence,  the  tincture  in  his  case  containing  only 
40  per  cent,  of  the  proper  quantity  of  solids.  His  excuse  was 
also  that  the  bottle  required  shaking.  He  was  fined  2s.  6d. 
and  costs. 


Cas3ia  fob  Cinnamon. 

At  the  Hanley  Stipendiary's  Court,  on  November  4,  Sarah 
Parr,  chemist,  of  26  Tontine  Street,  Hanley,  was  charged 
with  selling  cassia  for  cinnamon.  The  Town  Clerk  prose- 
cuted, and  Mr.  Ashmall  appeared  for  the  defendant,  who 
pleaded  guilty.  He  explained  that  the  defendant  had 
bought  the  business  twelve  or  fifteen  months  ago,  and  the 
packet  of  cassia  had  not  been  opened  until  the  inspector 
called.  Had  Mrs.  Parr  been  in,  Mr.  Ashmall  said,  she  would 
have  explained  to  the  inspector  that  she  did  not  keep 
cinnamon.    Defendant  was  fined  20s.  and  costs. 

David  Lovatt,  herbalist,  of  Lichfield  Street,  was  similarly 
charged,  but  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Sword,  for  the  de- 
fendant, the  case  was  adjourned  for  a  fortnight,  the  solicitor 
for  the  defence  stating  that  the  manufacturers  of  the  article 
contested  the  analyst's  certificate. 


Not  Exposed  fob  Sale. 

A  cubious  point  came  up  in  a  milk  case  heard  before  Mr.  Keys, 
Q.C.,  in  the  Northern  Police  Court,  Dublin,  on  October  30. 
The  Rathmines  sanitary  officer  summoned  a  milk- vendor  for 
refusing  to  sell  him  a  pennyworth  of  milk.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
M  P.,  who  appeared  for  the  defendant,  contended  that  the 
summons  disclosed  no  offence  whatever.  The  Act  prescribed 
that  the  article  should  be  exposed  for  sale,  and  that  a  sample 
might  be  procured  at  the  place  of  delivery.  In  this  case,  as 
the  officer  tried  to  stop  defendant's  milk- cart  while  passing 
through  the  street,  the  Magistrate  agreed  with  Mr.  Healy, 
but  refused  to  allow  costs.  The  sanitary  officer  asked  for 
a  case,  and  Mr.  Healy  "  cordially  consenting  :'  the  Magistrate 
agreed  to  state  one. 


SALARY  ON  NOTICE  TO  LEAVE. 

In  the  case  of  Gravett  v.  Townley,  heard  at  the  Kirkby 
Lonsdale  County  Court  last  week,  the  question  involved  was 
plaintiff's  claim  for  61.  3s.,  a  month's  wages  in  lieu  of  notice 
from  defendant.  The  plaintiff,  Thomas  Gravett,  was  manager 
for  Mr.  Townley,  a  chemist,  carrying  on  business  at  Kirkby 
Lonsdale  and  other  pieces,  up  to  June  last.  When  defendant 
sold  the  business  in  that  month  to  Mr.  Bayliff  he  gave 
plaintiff  a  month's  notice  to  leave  his  employ  (notice  pro- 
duced.) Mr.  Bayliff  subsequently  asked  plaintiff  to  remain 
another  month  with  him,  and  he  agreed  to  do  so.  A  few 
days  later,  however,  the  place  was  given  to  someone  else, 
Bayliff  agreeing  to  pay  the  balance  of  salary  agreed  upon. 
Plaintiff  then  wrote  to  defendant  asking  for  the  month's 
salary  due  with  other  claims  from  him,  but  owing  to  some 
misunderstanding  the  cheque  never  reached  his  hands,  and 
plaintiff  persisted  in  stating  that  he  had  never  received  the 
money  due  from  defendant  for  the  month's  salary.  Cross- 
examined  :  He  was  entitled  to  a  month's  wages  in  lieu  of 
regular  notice,  which  had  not  been  given.  Admitted  the 
fresh  agreement  with  Bayliff,  which  Mr.  Paisley  (who 
appeared  for  the  defendant)  characterised  as  a  distinct 
transfer  of  service.  Yet  he  now  wanted  a  cheque  from  Mr. 
Townley  as  well  as  the  one  given  him  by  Bayliff  on  the 
termination  of  the  new  agreement.  His  Honour,  interposing, 
said  plaintiff  was  only  entitled  to  sach  damages  as  he  had 
sustained,  which  in  this  case  were  none  at  all.  He  could  not 
expect  to  get  a  salary  from  both  employers  at  once.  The 


action  was  for  breach  of  contract  only,  and  plaintiff  appeared 
to  have  received  pay  for  the  month,  and  to  have  got  a  new 
service  at  once.    Judgment  accordingly. 


Me.  F.  Wheeler,  chemist,  appeared  third  on  the  poll  of 
the  Guildford  municipal  election  with  716  votes. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Oliver,  chemist,  Maidstone,  has  won  a  victory 
for  the  Liberal  side  at  the  municipal  election  in  that  town. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Harvey,  chemical- manufacturer,  Plymouth;., 
was  re-elected  as  councillor  for  that  borough  on  Friday, 
November  1. 

■  Mr  E  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  returned  at  the 
head  of  the  poll  at  the  election  for  the  Horsham  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  42  Mount 
Ephraim,  Tunbridge  Wells,  has  been  elected  a  member  oi; 
the  Tunbridge  Wells  Town  Council. 

Mr.  David  Hunter  Oxen,  chemist  and  druggist,  New- 
castle-under-Lyne,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Towa 
Council  for  the  East  Ward,  receiving  359  votes. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  G.  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist,. 
219  Lake  Road,  Portsmouth,  has  been  re-elected,  unopposed, 
the  representative  of  All  Saints'  Ward  on  the  Town  Council. 

Mr.  A.  Ivatt,  M.A.,  M.P.S.,  Vice-president  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Pharmaceutical  Association,  has  been  re-appointed  an 
examiner  in  pharmacy  to  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

Brother  John  Perry,  dispensing  chemist,  Congleton, 
was  installed  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Eaton  Lodge  of 
Freemasons,  No.  533,  at  their  annual  festival  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  held  in  October  There  was  a  large  and  repre- 
sentative gathering  of  ihe  Freemasons  of  Congleton  and 
district.  After  lodge  the  brethren  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous 
banquet,  under  the  presidency  of  the  W.M. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Hance,  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Hance  Brothers 
&  White,  of  Philadelphia,  U  S.,  the  proprietors  of  "  Frog  in 
Your  Throat  "  and  other  "  Frog  "  medicines,  is  spending  a 
few  weeks  in  England,  and  may  be  addre-sed  at  the  London 
office  of  the  firm,  10  Silver  Street,  W.C.  Mr.  Hance  is  a. 
past-president,  and  has  been  for  twenty  years  treasurer,  of 
the  Philadelphia  Drug  Exchange. 

At  the  fifty-fourth  meeting  of  the  committee  of  manage- 
ment of  the  Clapham  Pension  Society,  amongst  the  six- 
candidates  for  the  20/.  pension  was  Mr.  Thomas  North 
Wilkins,  aged  70  years,  residing  at  29  Lambourne  Road, 
Clapbam,  but  until  recently  for  many  years  carrying  on 
business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  at  8  The  Pavement, 
Clapham  Common,  and  who  has  lived  in  Clapham  for  forty- 
six  years.  He  was  second  on  the  poll,  with  255  votes,  which 
will  be  registered  to  his  credit  at  future  elections  until  he  is 
successful.  This  was  his  third  application.  The  successful, 
applicant  secured  371  votes.  The  next  election  is  ex- 
pected to  take  place  in  April,  1896. 

We  have  received  an  invitation  from  the  trustees  of  the- 
Detroit  Museum  of  Art.  to  attend  the  opening  of  the 
"Frederick  Steam  Loan  Collection  of  Objejls  Representing 
Art-work  of  the  Prehistoric  and  Primitive  Races  of  Man."  Mr. 
Stearns,  who  is  the  founder  and  the  head  of  the  large  drug- firm 
of  Detroit,  is  an  inveterate  and  catholic  collector.  Eastern 
curios,  conchology,  and  other  subjects  have  had  his  attention, 
and  he  has  lavished  large  sums  of  money  on  these.  Some  of 
his  collections  have  already  been  presented  to  the  city  where 
his  business  is  situated.  This  new  collection  covers  some 
5  000  articles  of  arcbteological  and  ethnological  interest. 
These  are  all  classified,  and  every  aitic'e  is  descriptively 
labelled.  Peruvian,  Mexican,  Scandinavian,  Japanese, 
Egyptian,  Indian,  and  many  other  unrecorded  origins  are 
illustrated,  and  it  is  with  much  rfgret  that  we  have  to- 
decline  the  invitation  which  has  been  so  coarteou'ly  sent 
to  us. 
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GOLD  MEDALS  1884- 1885- 1886- 188&„ 


TRADE 
MARK. 


JHEOlftT     TO  DISINFECT. 

A  New  and  Valuable  Book  Prepared  at  great  expense,  and  giving  simp'e 
directions  "HOW  TO  DISINFECT"  in  eases  of  th<>  various  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  also  in  everyday  life,  will  be  sent  Post  Frae  on  application  to 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London, 

or  to  THE  AMERICAN  SANITAS  CO..  636  West  55th  Qt„  New  Yorfe, 
Sole  Manufacturers  of  the  famous 

"  SANITAS  "    DISINFECTANTS  AN  J  APPLIANCES. 

jL... rooms:  29  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E  C. 


ESTABLISHED  1842. 


Only  Address-MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stocked  by  all  Wholesale  Houses. 

LLIS'S  TABLE  WATERS. 


"UNSURPASSED  FOR  EXCELLENCE." 


Manufactured  entirely  from  an  "ABSOLUTELY 
PURE  "  and  INEXHAUSTIBLE  "  CRYSTAL 
SPRING,"  situated  on  the  premises,  and  ex- 
clusively the  private  property  of  the  Firm 
at  Ruthin.   

R.  ELLIS  ^SOnTrUTHIN,  N.  WALES. 
"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES. 

The  Pharmacy  ana  Poison  taws     ...      ..  2/6,  post  2/9 

Veterinary  Counter  Practice   3/6  8/9 

Art  of  i  ispen-ing    3/6    ,,  3/10 

Medicine  Stamp  Duty    2/6    „  a/9 

Manual  of  Phar  maceutical  Testing  ..       ..  2/6    ,,  2/9 

Guide  to  the  Preliminary  Examination    ..  2/-    ,,  if/3 

Scientific  Mysteries   8  6perdoz. 

Tnle  obtained  of  THE  /'CRUSHER,  42  Cannon  S/n-f!,  London,  E.C. 

/HOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=liver  OIL 

The  Primitive  Process  dates  hack  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  ai.U  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  ana  ine  oil,  &e.,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product -the  colourless  oil— has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product — the  hydroxyl-free 
oil  — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil. 

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES  —  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 


IHmegarI 


GK  S-  3VEUMFORD 

 FARR.IN3DON  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 


THE   BESTJ  THAT  CAW  BE  PRODUCED. 


pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/- 
17/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7,  14,  i 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

iJPor  '1  ea 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  4 
28  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

PURE 

STARCH  POWDER 

23/- 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7, 14,  <J 
28,  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7,  14,  n 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

PURE 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

i  Light  Colour! 

16/- 

PURE 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

<Frae> 

1  A  1      V-  owt  carriage  paid ;  or  7,  14.  4 
XrX.'  —  !  28,  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond 

*  CARRI aQ-E  PAID  to  Railway  stations  within  200  miles  cf 
Condon  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  waigr  t 
of  llw  'ha  and  upwards  of  above  articles 

a. 


MUMFORD, 


FARRINGDON  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C 


THE    BEST    THAT    CAN    BE  PRODUCED 


No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK. 

PURE 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK. 


27/- 
23/- 

19/- 


1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7,  14, >£■ 
28,  &  56  lbs.  iree  on  rail  Lonu. 


PURE 
"  WHITE  EARTH." 
!    Specially  prepared  and 
purified  for  Toil  e  purposes. 

PURE  1  ,       Carriage  paid  when  included^ 

LIQUORICE   JUICE.       |  / "lh.  in  orders  of  112  lbs.  &  upward.- . 

I    >f"  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Slatkns  within  200  miles  of 
London  (an  allowance  muds  for  distances  heycnd)  on  total  weight  of 
112  lbs.  and  upwairt'*.  


1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7, 14,>i< 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 


1  cwt.  carriage  piid  ;  or  7,  14,»J< 
28,  &  56  lbs.  fiee  on  rail  Lond. 


"  I  have  used  VIBRONA 
with  much  benefit  in  the 
case  of  a  patient  suffering 
from  great  debility."  — 

 M.D.,  M.B. 


"Ilent  Wine."— The  Lancet. 
Sole  Proprietors'* 

Fletcher. Fletcher  &  £°  Hoiioway  London 


3£bttorial  Comments. 


OUR    STATUTORY  TITLE. 

What  we  wio'e  last  week  about  tL.e  Dundee  Sheriff's 
prejudice  against  ihe  Pharmacy  Act  applies  with  much 
gieater  force  to  the  Lords  of  the  Scottish  High  Court  of 
Justiciary.  We  are  glad  to  notice  that  these  eminent 
juritts,  like  the  Sheriff,  have  not  thought  fit  to  go  beyond 
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sneers  in  regard  to  the  Act  in  question.  Very  reluctantly 
they  have  given  a  j  udgment  in  accord  with  the  statute,  and 
it  still  remains  illegal  in  Scotland,  as  it  is  in  England,  for 
persons  not  qualified  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  to  keep  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  or  to  describe  themselves  over 
their  places  of  retail  business  as  technical  chemists  or 
photographic  chemists.  Why  there  should  have  been  any 
necessity  to  take  such  a  simple  point  as  this  li  to  aviz  mdum  " 
is  more  than  we  can  conceive.  It  seems  to  have  been  an  abuse 
of  that  most  learned-looking  phrase.  The  words  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  are  explicit  enough,  and  no  subtle  point  of 
law  whatever  was  raistd  upon  them  either  by  the  counsel 
for  the  defence  or  by  the  Judges  themselves.  There  was 
nothing  suggested,  so  far  as  we  can  see  in  the  long  report  of 
•the  arguments  which  we  published  last  week,  against  the 
obvious  and  literal  interpretation  of  the  section,  and  all  that 
the  Judges  had  to  deal  with  was  their  own  prejudice  and 
apparent  disapproval  of  the  principle  of  the  Act. 

"  It  may  be  that  the  Act  is  a  very  foolish  one "  was 
the  very  proper  rejoinder  made  by  Mr.  Salvesen,  who  so 
ably  maintained  the  appeal  against  Lord  Young's  utteily 
irrelevant  sneers  against  the  Act  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  He  did  not  add  in  words,  though  the  Court  could 
hardly  fail  to  apply  the  necessary  sequence  to  themselves, 
"  but  if  it  is  that  is  no  business  of  jours  as  judges  "  Lord 
Young  said  he  had  known  cises  of  suicide  by  swallowing 
rails.  What  earthly  association  can  that  reminiscence  have 
with  the  right  of  Mr.  Turnbnll  to  style  himself  a  photographic 
chemist?  Lord  Young  may  consider  tha^,  because  he  has 
had  acquaintances  who  tried  to  feed  on  nails  and  perished  in 
the  attempt,  restrictive  regulations  should  be  imposed  on 
the  sale  of  nails  ;  or  he  may  desire  that  the  sale  of  arsenic 
should  be  made  as  free  as  that  of  nails  is.  Whichever  may 
be  the  conclusion  he  comes  to  from  the  melancholy  inci- 
dent be  mentions,  is  of  no  concern  to  the  cases  he  had 
to  adjudicate  upon.  He  may  set  to  work  to  use  his  in- 
fluence to  get  the  Pharmacy  Act  repealed,  or  to  get  its 
principle  extended  to  the  nail  trade,  or  he  rrny  leave  it 
alone  altogether.  But  at  present  all  his  business,  when  a 
Pharmacy  Act  appeal  comes  before  him,  is  to  apply  the  Act 
as  it  stands  to  the  case.  It  is,  as  we  pointed  out  last  week, 
an  Act  passed  by  the  representatives  of  the  nation  and 
imposed  upon  chemists,  so  that  Lord  Young's  disrespectful 
query,  "  What  is  this  Pharmaceutical  Society  ? "  is  beside 
the  mark. 

The  cases  which  formed  the  subject  of  the  appeal  were 
important.  The  defendants  were  dealers  in  scientific,  and 
especially  in  pbo'ographic,  apparatus.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  this  was  their  bond-fide  business.  It  was  not  fora  moment 
suggested  that  under  the  cover  of  their  apparatus  business 
they  were  trjing  to  do  any  regular  trade  in  poisons.  They 
kept  and  sold  the  poisons  which  photographers  buy  and  use  ; 
but  they  did  not  attempt  to  deal  in  what  they  and  their  couosel 
quaintly  called  "  prescriptive  "  poisons  generally.  One  called 
himself  a  " photographic  chemist,"  and  the  other  described 
himself  as  a  "  technical  chemist."  They  considered  that  they 
were  justified  in  so  designating  themselves,  and  in  selling  all 
the  articles,  poisons  included,  required  in  the  arts.  It  is  now 
declared  that  the  retail  sale  of  poisons  in  such  shops,  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  and  the  designations  quoted,  are  all  infringe- 
ments of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  English  Courts  have  so  ruled  ; 
and  the  High  Court  of  Scotland  does  not  venture  to  set  up 
another  construction  of  the  statute  If  the  Pharmacy  Act 
does  not  mean  as  much  as  that  it  means  nothing. 

Several  Scotch  newspapers,  following  the  lead  of  the 
Judges  they  report,  have  been  writing  indignantly  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  levying  these 
fines,  and  are  demanding  some  alteration  of  the  law.  The 


same  writers  would  be  ready  enough  to  complain  of  the  laxity 
of  the  law  if  poisons  could  be  sold  by  anyone,  whenever  an 
accidental  death  or  suicide  from  such  agents  was  reported. 
But,  worse  still,  they  and  Sheriff  Campbell  Smith  say  it  is 
monstrous  to  fine  a  grocei's  lad  for  selling  a  bottle  of  mix- 
ture containing  poison,  but  not  enough  to  kill  anyone,  but 
that  the  case  is  different  when  it  contains  a  little  more,  and 
might  kill  someone.  In  other  words,  they  want  to  make  the 
grocer's  lad  an  expert  authority  in  toxicology.  He  is  to  be  the 
sole  arbiter  of  the  comparative  danger  or  safety  of  medicines 
containing  poisons.  The  law  may  be  an  ass,  as  it  has  bsen 
often  declared  to  be,  bat  it  is  not  so  stupid  as  this.  Instead 
of  trusting  the  lives  of  the  public  to  the  discretion  of  the 
grocer's  lad,  it  says  simply  he  shall  not  sell  poisons  at  all, 
which  is  an  easy  and  a  logical  formula. 


THE  IRISH  PRIVY  COUNCIL  AND 
THE  REGISTER  OF  CHEMISTS 
AND  DRUGGISTS. 

The  question  submitted  to  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  by 
the  Council  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society  la^t  Satur- 
day could  not  be  called  a  trivial  one,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  their  solicitor  should  have  twice  so  described 
it.  The  Privy  Council  did  not  so  regard  it,  and  they  showed 
proper  respect  for  the  function  attributed  to  them  by  deal- 
ing with  the  petition  in  the  most  serious  manner.  We  do 
not  for  a  moment  sympathise  with  the  absurd  system  which 
necessitates  the  employment  of  a  costly  counsel  when  a 
solicitor  is  at  hand  to  whom  all  the  facts  of  the  case  are 
familiar.  The  sooner  such  a  sacrifice  of  justice  to  the  inte- 
rests of  a  profession  is  prevented  the  better  for  the  com- 
munity, and  we  are  always  glad  to  meet  with  an  exposure  of 
the  legal  enormity  to  which  we  have  submitted  too  long. 
But  we  are  afraid  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  not 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  aiming  at  a  legal  reform  in  this 
instance.  It  certainly  looks  as  if  they,  like  their  solicitor, 
have  looked  on  the  proposal  to  erase  a  name  from  the 
register  of  chemists  and  druggists  as  a  somewhat  trivial 
one.  The  Privy  Council,  as  we  have  said,  would  not  so 
regard  it.  They  sat  in  state  to  consider  it — thirteen  of 
them — almost  as  imposing  an  array  of  judicial  dignity  as  if 
they  were  met  to  consider  the  impeachment  of  some  great 
official  of  the  realm;  and,  in  justice  to  them,  it  should  be 
noted  that  they  did  not  allow  the  informality  of  the  solici- 
tor's appearance  to  prejudice  the  case.  They  got  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council's  statement  of  it  from  Mr.  Wells,  who 
was  fully  competent  to  give  it  to  them  ;  and  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, at  any  rate,  had  evidently  full  details  of  the  complaint 
before  him. 

The  case  out  of  which  the  petition  arose  was  heard  at 
Dungannon  Sessions  on  July  29  of  this  year.  A  Mr.  R.  C. 
Marshal),  a  chemist  and  druggist,  had  compounded  a  pre- 
scription which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  an  inspector 
emp'oyed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  was  fined  51. 
and  11.  co3ts  for  so  doing.  The  Society  proceeded  also 
against  Mr.  Marshall,  jun.,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  style 
of  the  firm  indicated  over  the  shop  was  "  Marshall  &  Son." 
Mr  Marshall,  sen  ,  however,  asserted  that  the  son  was  not  a 
partner,  and  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the  summons  again  t 
him.  It  was  noted  at  the  nex".  Council  meeting  that  Mr. 
R  C.  Marshall  had  been  fined  for  a  similar  offence  in  April 
1894,  and  had  then  given  an  undertaking  that  he  would  not 
again  break  the  law  in  this  respect.  In  these  circumstances 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
petitioned  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  of  Ireland 
to  exercise  the  powers  entrusted  to  them  by  section  35  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1875. 
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This  section  corresponds  exactly  with  section  26  in  the 
British  Pharmacy  Act.  The  Privy  Council  has  the  exclusive 
power  to  order  the  erasure  of  any  name  from  any  of  the 
registers ;  but,  curiously  enough,  the  power  can  only  be 
exercised  in  cases  where  the  person  thus  referred  to  has  been 
convicted  of  an  offence  against  that  particular  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  counsel  for  the  defence  in  the  Dungannon  case  argued 
that,  as  his  client  had  been  punished  for  his  offence  by  the 
penalty  expressly  provided,  it  was  not  fair  to  ask  that  another 
and  a  much  more  serious  punishment  should  be  inflicted  upon 
him.  This  was  evidently  the  view  taken  by  the  Lords  of 
the  Privy  Council.  The  defendant  had  infringed  one  of  the 
sections  of  the  Act  twice,  and  had  besides  broken  his  en- 
gagement entered  into  after  the  first  conviction ;  but  it 
would  be  claiming  a  serious  extension  of  the  power  given 
by  the  statute  to  allow  that  under  those  circumstances  he 
should  be  deprived  for  life  from  his  status,  and,  as  far  as 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  effect  it,  of  his  means  of 
livelihood. 

Chemists  and  druggists  in  this  country  have  often,  in 
letters  to  this  journal  and  otherwise,  demanded  that  this 
power  of  erasing  a  name  from  the  register  shall  be  extended 
to  offences  against  the  profession  as  they  considered  them — 
that  is,  they  would  strike  off  the  roll  of  qualified  chemists 
the  names  of  persons  who  have  accepted  engagements  with 
unqualified  companies  and  cutting  stores.  It  is  true  that 
this  claim  is  not  a  much  higher  one  than  that  which  is 
made  on  behalf  of  the  dentists,  and  sometimes  on  behalf 
of  the  medical  profession ;  but  a  careful  study  of  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  Irish  Privy  Council  will  indicate 
pretty  clearly  the  opinion  which  would  be  likely  to  be 
arrived  at  by  such  a  body  if  a  proposal  of  this  kind  were 
submitted  to  them. 


WHAT  IS  OPIUM? 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  is  not  happy  regarding  the 
reports  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  proceedings  in  Dundee.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  Sheriff- substitute  had  some 
words  with  the  Society's  counsel  in  regard  to  the  poppy, 
and,  to  our  thinking,  the  Sheriff  had  the  best  of  it.  At  the 
first  day's  hearing  the  following  passage  occurred  :— 

The  Sheriff :  Would  the  sale  of  a  poppy  in  a  flower-shop  be  a  sale  of 
poison  under  the  Act  ?  Must  it  not  be  made  clear  in  some  way  that  the 
poison  sold  was  a  sufficient  dose  to  be  poisonous  ? 

Mr.  Hendry  :  I  do  not  '.think  so.  If  there  is  a  sale  of  poison  that  is 
sufficient. 

The  Sheriff  :  Every  poppy  sold  is  a  poison  ;  it  contains  opium. 

A  week  later  Mr.  T.  B.  Morison,  an  Edinburgh  advocate 
went  north  to  Dundee  to  tackle  the  Sheriff.  Very  soon  the 
poppy  simile  cropped  up  agairj,  and  Mr.  Morison  was  ready 
for  the  Sheriff.  We  reported  the  argument  fully  on 
October  26,  and  from  that  we  select  the  following  condensed 
passage : — 

Mr.  Morison  understood  the  poppy  contained  no  opium,  but  that  this  had 
to  be  generated  by  chemical  process  from  the  plant. 
The  Sheriff :  It  is  an  ingredient. 

Mr.  Morison  :  No,  my  Lord,  it  is  not,  and  does  not  become  an  ingredient 
until  this  chemical  process  has  taken  place. 

The  Sheriff  :  If  the  poppy  does  not  contain  poison,  where  does  the  poison 
come  from  ? 

-Mr.  Morison  :  The  poison  comes  from  the  chemical  action. 

The  Sheriff  :  Poison  can  never  come  from  chemical  action  unless  there  is 
something  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  Morison  :  In  the  case  of  the  poppy,  the  plant  in  its  natural  state, 
with  the  bloom  upon  it,  is  absolutely  harmless.  That  is  the  condition  in 
which  it  is  sold  in  fruiterers'  shops.  The  opium  is  got  by  wounding  the 
capsule.  Later  Mr.  Morison  submitted  that  it  wa;  nothing  to  the  point 
to  say  that  poison  might  be  developed  in  certain  natural  products.  It 
would  be  as  absurd  to  say  that  a  person  sold  whisky  because  he  sold  malt' 


The  two  cases  were  exactly  analagous— whisky  being  developed  from  malt 
and  opium  from  the  poppy. 

The  Sheriff  said  whisky  was  developed  from  malt  by  undergoing  a 
process  of  fermentation.  That  was  a  process  of  chemical  action.  There 
was  no  such  process  in  extracting  opium  from  the  poppy. 

Mr.  Morison  said  his  information  on  that  point  was  different. 

It  is  this  passage  which  has  awakened  our  contemporary's 
indignation,  and  it  is  perhaps  natural  that  it  should  have 
been  eliminated  from  the  report  which  is  published  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal.  However,  the  deficiency  is  sup- 
plied in  an  editorial  note,  where  it  is  said — 

the  reports  published  in  other  papers  are  incorrect,  the  legal  representative 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  being  represented  as  having  given  utterance 
to  some  remarkable  statements  respecting  the  chemistry  of  the  poppy  plant. 
The  Sheriff -Substitute  remarked  that  every  poppy  sold  contains  opium,  and 
Mr.  Morison  took  considerable  pains  to  enlighten  him  upon  the  subject' 
pointing  out  that  opium  as  such  does  not  exist  in  the  poppy  plant,  but  is 
only  formed  when  the  unripe  capsules  are  wounded. 

This  is  an  excellent  paraphrase  of  the  argument  quoted. 
There  is  still  another  authority  to  quote  from  before  we 
enter  upon  a  brief  discussion  of  the  matter.  "  A  Pharma- 
ceutical Chemist "  sent  to  the  Dundee  morning  papers  last 
week  a  cleverly-written  letter,  in  which  he  attacks  Sheriff 
Campbell  Smith's  chemistry,  and  the  letter  shows  such 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  legal 
procedure  that  we  take  it  to  be  officially  inspired.  After  a 
lucid  explanation  of  the  reaction  between  emulsin  and 
amygdalin  of  apple-seed,  which  results  in  the  liberation  of 
prussic  acid,  the  writer  proceeds  to  instruct  the  Sheriff  and 
"the  community"  in  regard  to  opium  and  the  poppy.  The 
quite  superior  manner  in  which  he  does  this  is  delightful. 
Thus  :— 

The  Sheriff  said—"  Every  poppy  sold  is  a  poison  ;  it  contains  opium."  He 
repeated  this  statement  on  October  23,  and  seemed  to  resent  any  attempt  to 
enlighten  him.  This  was  the  second  error.  It  is  just  as  wrong  to  say  that 
a  poppy  contains  opium  as  it  is  to  say  that  apple-seeds  contain  prussic  acid. 
Opium  is  a  peculiar  substance  obtained  by  wounding  the  unripe  fruit  of 
Papaver  somniferum  with  a  knife,  and  .  .  .  from  the  wounded  capsule  a 
milky  liquid  exudes,  which,  by  exposure  to  air  and  sunlight,  solidifies,  and 
constitutes  what  is  known  in  commerce  as  opium.  /( is  not  true  that  opium 
exists  ready-formed  in  any  part  of  any  poppy.  It  is  created  or  generated  in 
the  process  of  wounding  the  capsule,  and  exposing  the  liquid  that  exudes  to 
the  action  of  air  and  light,  by  which  certain  chemical  and  physical  changes 
take  place,  and  the  product  is  opium.  The  chemical  changes  taking  place 
are  not  well  understood,  but  in  the  case  of  the  opium  so  extensively  used  in 
India  and  China  it  is  known  that  a  kind  of  fermentation  takes  place.  The 
analogy  of  generating  whisky  from  malt  was  therefore  not  so  wide  of  the 
mark  as  the  Sheriff  imagines.  It  is  certainly  on  all  fours  with  the  case  of 
the  apple-seeds.  But  this  is  not  the  whole  extent  of  the  Sheriff's  blunder 
about  the  presence  of  opium  in  every  poppy  sold.  The  gay-coloured  poppies 
sold  by  florists  are  mostly  varieties  of  Papaver  Bhoeis,  Papaver  dubium, 
Papaver  nudicaule,  Papaver  bracteatum,  &a.  A  careful  examination  of 
these  poppies,  as  sold  in  the  shops  by  florists,  shows  that  they  do  not  seem 
to  contain  a  trace  of  morphine  or  any  of  the  alkaloids  of  opium.  [Accord- 
ing to  IJieterich  this  is  incorrect —Ed.  C.  &  D.I  .  .  .  The  opium-poppy  is 
not  sold  in  shops.  .  .  .  Though  the  flowers  and  fruit  of  the  opium-poppy 
contain  no  opium,  they  are  poisonous  by  reason  of  a  small  percentage  of 
morphine  which  they  contain.  Morphine  is  the  chief  active  constituent  of 
opium,  and  the  opium-poppy  may  therefore  be  said  to  contain  the  potential 
elements  of  opium  just  as  malt  contains  the  potential  elements  of  ichisky,  and 
apple-seeds  and  bitter  almonds  contain  the  potential  elements  ofpn-ussic  acid. 

The  writer  not  only  backs  Mr.  Morison,  but  "  goes  one 
better  "  by  entering  into  details,  as  the  passages  which  we 
have  italicised  show.  Let  us  say  at  once :  It  is  the  veriest 
quibble  to  say  that  opium  does  not  exist  in  the  poppy.  The 
British  Pharmacopoeia  ha3  it  that  opium  is  "the  juice 
obtained  in  Asia  Minor  by  incision  from  the  unripe 
capsules  of  Papaver  somniferum,  Linn ,  inspissated  by  spon- 
taneous evaporation."  This  is  a  definition  with  which  most 
authorities  agree,  and  although  there  is  sufficient  room  for  a 
legal  quibble  in  the  water  which  constitutes  the  difference 
between  the  fresh  and  dried  juice,  it  is  too  thin  for  serious 
pharmaceutical  discussion.  The  argument  that  opium  is 
the  result  of  chemical  changes  analogous  to  those  occurring 
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in  the  fermentation  of  fruit-seeds  is  entirely  fallacious.  No 
reliable  observations  have  ever  been  made  to  prove  that  the 
poppy-juice  undergoes  fermentation  during  its  exadation, 
whereby  its  characteristics  are  altered  in  a  simjlar  manner 
to  amygdalin  and  emulsin.  "  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  " 
may  have  had  in  his  mind  the  process  to  which  smoking 
opium  alone  is  subjected  in  order  to  develop  its  flavour. 
Calmette  has  shown  that  this  is  due  to  the  fermentation 
induced  by  Aspergillus  niger,  which  converts  the  tannin 
into  gallic  acid,  and  MacAllum  has  proved  that  the  process 
reduces  the  percentage  of  alkaloids.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  that  the  opium  of  Pharmacopoeias  does  not  undergo 
this  process.  Dr.  Eat  well,  an  Indian  authority,  was  con- 
cerned about  the  difference  in  narcotine  between  Turkey 
and  Indian  opium,  and  "whether  the  treatment  which  the 
juice  receives  after  collection  can  influence  in  aDy  way  "the 
amount  of  the  alkaloids."  He  analysed,  in  1850,  three 
samples :  (1)  Freshly  collected  juice ;  (2)  the  same  dried 
at  200°  F.  in  an  evaporating-dish  ;  and  (3)  a  sample  of  the 
juice  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  in  making  opium.  He 
gives  the  results  of  the  analyses  (Pereira's  "  Materia  Medica," 
page  2,083),  then  sums  up  with  the  following  contrast,  the 
figures  being  his  calculations  on  the  water-free  substances  :— 


I. 

II. 

III. 

1405 

3-061 

2-890 

4012 

3-795 

3-632 

Matters  soluble  in  alcohol 

.  65-919 

66-874 

69-811 

Dry  marc  insoluble  in  alcohol  . 

28  506 

26-301 

23-665 

99-872 

100-031 

99  998 

The  apparent  rise  of  morphia  on  drying  prompts  Dr.  Eatwell 
to  suggest  "  whether  it  be  possible  that  narcotine,  by  parting 
with  a  portion  of  its  carbon,  hydrogeD,  and  oxygen,  during 
the  process  of  analysis,  or  during  the  changes  which  occur 
in  the  juice  after  its  extraction  from  the  plant,  can  be  con- 
verted into  morphia."  Then  he  enlarges  upon  this  proposi- 
tion, speaking  of  "  the  cessation  of  all  fermentative  action, 
which  takes  place  until  the  drug  has  reached  a  certain 
degree  of  spissitude." 

We  have  failed  to  trace  any  other  specitic  statements 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  and,  as  the  learned  doctor 
honestly  admits  in  the  course  of  his  paper  an  "  accident  in 
analysis,"  which  led  him  to  report  "  a  trace  of  morphia  "  in 
a  substance  which  contained  fully  2  per  cent,  of  that 
alkaloid,  it  is  obvious  that  his  results  are  not  above  reproach. 
No  one  will  question  the  possibility  of  a  change  in  the 
saccharine  and  similar  constituents  of  opium  from  the  time 
that  it  exudes  to  its  appearance  as  marketable  stuff.  But 
this  does  not  appear  to  be  of  much  significance.  Mr.  Emil 
Weschcke,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  in  1885  grew 
poppies  there  and  produced  opium  which  he  analysed.  He 
noted  that  "the  profusely  flowing  juice  possessed  a  pink 
colour,  a  persistent  bitter  taste,  and  a  narcotic  odour.  The 
following  day  the  juice  had  assumed  a  chocolate-brown 
colour.  ...  On  a  still  day  the  odour  of  the  drug  would  hover 
over  and  beyond  the  poppy-field.  Even  upon  drying  it  lost 
none  of  its  richness,  and  apparently  suffered  no  material 
change  from  the  time  it  was  placed  in  the  attic  [to  dry] 
until  it  was  analysed."  It  is  obvious  that  the  attempt  to 
magnify  the  supposed  change  into  fundamental  significance 
is  as  unwarranted  by  the  facts  as  it  is  by  our  knowledge  of 
the  chemistry  of  the  alkaloids,  which  clearly  excludes  such 
conjectures  as  were  put  into  Mr.  Morison's  mouth,  and  very 
properly  dissented  from  by  the  Sheriff. 

MEDICAL  ETIQUETTE. 

A  correspondent  of  the  British  Medical  Journal  says : — 
"  The  following  letter  received  from  a  lady  is  interesting  as 


an  example  of  ideas  of  medical  etiquette  among  the 
public  "  : — ■ 

Dear  Dr.  ,  My  maid's  sister  is  lying  very  ill  of  typhoid 

fever  at  56  Rue  ,  and  I  do  not  feel  quite  satisfied  that 

she  is  being  treated  according  to  modern  principles.  I 
should  be  immensely  obliged  if  you  would  look  in  at  her  as 
soon  as  you  can,  and  see  what  you  think  of  the  case  and  the 
doctor's  prescriptions. 

We  understand  that  an  honest  and  sympathetic  request  such 
as  this  is  regarded  by  medical  men  with  amazement,  and 
when  there  happens  to  be  amongst  them  one  whose  humanity 
is  superior  to  artificial  ethical  codes  he  is  anathema  to  his 
colleagues.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  desire  more  common  than 
the  one  expressed  in  the  lady's  letter,  and  few  requests  can 
surely  be  more  legitimate.  What  is  there  peculiar  to  medi- 
cine that  prevents  its  fulfilment  ? 

THE  SERUM-TREATMENT  IN  SPAIN. 

According  to  the  Reslaurador  Farmaeeutico,  Professor 
Maragliano,  of  the  University  of  Gerona  (Spain),  has  pre- 
sented to  the  Medical  Congress  of  Bordeaux  a  memorandum 
upon  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  by  serum  from  dogs, 
asses,  and  horses.  Eighty-three  patients  to  whom  the  serum 
was  applied  were  cured.  Our  Spanish  contemporary  recom- 
mends its  readers  to  be  chary  in  their  acquisition  of  so 
many  pharmacological  agents,  as  the  serum-treatment  ap- 
pears to  be  destined  to  injure  the  business  of  chemical- 
manufacturers  and  pharmacists  generally. 

A  GREETING  FROM  THE  NORTH  POLE. 

Not  quite  from  the  Pole,  perhaps,  but,  at  any  rate,  from 
within  6°  of  it — about  as  near  as  most  people  would 
care  to  go.  The  address  from  which  the  greeting  reaches 
us  has  quite  an  " eligible- villa- residence"  air  about  it: 
"  Elmwood,"  Cape  Flora,  Franz  Josef  Land.  Many  of  us 
have  heard  of  Franz  Josef  water,  but  the  land,  which  is  less 
alluring,  few  could  probably  point  out  on  the  map.  It  lies 
due  east  of  Spitzbergen,  and  the  gentleman  who  sends  the 
greeting  to  pharmacists  generally  is  Mr.  J.  F.  Child,  formerly 
with  E.  Langdale  &  Co  ,  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Hatton 
Garden,  EC,  now  with  the  Jackson-Harmsworth  Polar 
Expedition.  Mr.  Child  and  his  companions  left  London  in 
June,  1894,  and  landed  at  Franz  Josef  Land  in  September  of 
that  year.  There  they  wintered  in  a  Siberian  log-hut  which 
they  had  taken  with  them,  and  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  "  Elmwood,"  after  Mr.  Harmsworth's  residence  in 
England.  On  July  3  of  this  year  the  Windwaad  having 
got  free  of  ice,  resumed  her  return  voyage,  leaving  the  ex- 
plorers to  get  to  the  Pole,  or  as  near  to  it  as  they  can,  by 
means  of  sledges.  Mr.  Child's  note  to  us  is  dated  June  29, 
a  few  days  before  the  departure  of  the  Windward,  which 
arrived  back  in  London  on  October  22.  Next  summer  the 
vessel  will  return  to  Franz  Josef  Land,  in  the  hope  of  bring- 
ing back  the  explorers.  The  expedition,  by  the  way,  counts 
a  chemist  and  druggist  among  its  members,  who  formerly 
kept  a  pharmacy  in  the  North  of  England. 

EUCALYPTUS  OIL  IN  YELLOW  FEVER. 

Dr.  Lacerda,  says  El  Restaurador  Farmaceutico,  has  dis- 
covered that  eucalyptus  oil  has  a  distinctly  germicidial  action 
in  the  case  of  the  yellow-fever  germ,  and  a  well-known 
Brazilian  medical  authority,  Dr.  Pinto  Portella,  has  decided 
to  employ  this  substance  in  the  form  of  tincture,  in  cases  of 
yellow  fever,  in  doses  of  from  15  to  40  grammes.  Anorita 
did  not  show  itself  except  in  moribund  cases  ;  in  the  others 
the  ordinary  secretion  was  simply  diminished.  Dr.  Lacerda 
does  not  yet  venture  to  draw  too  definite  conclusions  from 
his  discovery,  but  in  the  meantime  he  notes  the  curious  fact 
that  Anorita  rarely  occurs  in  the  patients  treated  with 
eucalyptus,  and  draws  the  attention  of  his  Brazilian  col- 
leagues to  this  new  remedy. 
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NURSES'  COSTUMES. 
The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph recently: — "Women  (young)  required  for  several 
weeks  to  attend  counter  in  chemists'  shops,  for  pushing  the 
sale  of  a  proprietary  article.  Must  wear  nurse's  uniform." 
Seve.al  nurses  have  written  to  the  Hospital  indignantly  in 
regaid  to  this  advertisement,  and  we  do  not  by  any  means 
defend  it.  It  is  not  fair  that  a  costume  which  has  come  to 
have  a  special  meaning  to  the  public  should  be  used  for  other 
purposes.  At  the  same  time,  id  strikes  us  that  if  tha  lady 
pharmacist  has  come  to  stay  amocg  us,  the  adoption  of  some 
neat  and  distinctive  uniform  by  her  would  be  appreciated 
bath  by  her  employers  and  by  the  public. 

A  MONTH'S  SALARY  IN  LIEU  OF  NOTICE. 
A  sboit  report  is  given  in  our  Legal  section  of  the  judg- 
ment of  a  County  Court  Judge  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale  last  week, 
in  an  action  raised  by  an  assistant  for  a  month's  salary  when 
notice  to  leave  at  once  had  been  given.  His  employer,  it 
appears,  sold  his  business,  and  the  assistant  took  service  with 
the  new  owner.  The  case  was  complicated  by  other  circum- 
stances which  need  not  be  mentioned  here.  We  are  particu- 
larly concerned  with  the  Judge's  remark  when  he  stopped  the 
case.  The  plaintiff,  he  said,  "  was  only  entitled  to  such 
damages  as  he  had  sustained,  which  in  this  case  were  none 
at  all  "  If  this  be  the  law,  any  employer  can  discharge  a 
servant  at  an  instant's  notice,  and  will  only  be  liable  to  pay 
salary  for  the  month  following  if  the  servant  can  prove  that 
he  earns  nothing  within  that  month.  Such  a  decision,  which 
is  contrary  to  a  custom  universally  established,  will  require 
a  lot  of  confirming  bsfore  it  can  be  accepted,  and,  it  is  easy 
to  see,  would  work  most  unjustly  against  the  servant. 

AN  ANTI-CUTTING  CRUSADE. 
A  firm  of  chemists  in  the  East  India  Dock  Road,  London,  have 
entered  very  seriously  on  an  effort  to  induce  manufacturers  of 
proprietary  medicines  to  join  the  few  who  have  already  esta- 
blished systems  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  their  specialities. 
An  An  Anti-cutting  Record  has  been  issued  to  promote  this 
idea  and  to  encourage  the  faithful.  We  are  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  the  effort,  but  from  our  knowledge  of  the 
various  views  on  the  subject  prevalent  both  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  trade  we  may  predict  a  lorg  career  for  our  new 
contemporary,  if  it  is  to  exist  until  its  purpose  is  fully 
accomplished. 

PHARMACY  IN  GERMANY:  APOTHEKER'S  PLEBISCITE. 

A  short  time  ago  we  commented  upon  the  motion  carried  at 
the  Annual  Congress  of  the  German  Pharmaceutical  Society 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  German  phar- 
macy laws.  The  Pharmaceutische  Zeitung,  in  order  to  find  out 
the  feelings  of  its  readers  on  the  subject  of  pharmacy  reform, 
has  circularised  them  asking  them  which  of  several  systems  of 
licensing  they  would  prefer.  Up  to  October  10,  2,143  phar- 
macists had  sent  in  replies ;  989  of  thsse  declared  themselves 
in  favour  of  the  maintenance  of  the  existing  system  of  so- 
called  "real  concession,"  i.e.,  the  limitation  of  the  number  of 
pharmacies  by  the  authorities,  to  the  right  of  the  licensee 
either  to  carry  on  the  business  himself  or  to  sell  his  licence  ; 
735  of  the  replies  are  in  favour  of  the  so-called  mixed  system 
which  would  leave  the  present  holders  of  licences  undisturbed, 
but  make  future  licences  strictly  personal ;  127  subscribers 
are  in  favour  of  the  nationalisation  of  pharmacies  and  the 
conversion  of  the  apotheker  into  a  State  official.  For  com- 
plete freedom  of  establishments — that  is  to  say,  the  system 
resembling  that  now  obtaining  in  Great  Britain — there  are 
only  55  votes,  and  only  21  for  what  is  called  the  system  of 
strictly  personal  concession,  under  which  the  conduct  of  a 
business  would  be  limited  to  the  holder  of  the  licence,  and 
all  privileges  conferred  by  thai  licence  cease  to  exist  when 


the  holder  gave  up  business  in  the  particular  district  to  which 
the  licence  applied.  The  remainder  of  those  who  bave 
answered  the  circular  are  in  favour  of  various  systems. 
Applying  the  net  results  o?  the  Bill  to  the  whole  of  the> 
pharmacies  in  Germany,  the  Pharmaceutische  Zeitung  con- 
siders that  about  half  of  these  are  in  favour  of  leaving  things 
j  as  they  are  at  present.  The  Editor  of  the  Zeitung  announces 
that  he  is  about  to  draw  up  a  memorial  on  the  question  of 
pharmacy  reform,  and  intends  to  send  it  to  all  the  authoiities 
concerned,  as^well  as  to  members  of  Parliament. 

OIL  OF   SQUILLS  FOR  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

In  an  article  on  "Country  Remedies"  in  the  Sunday 
Magazine  the  Rev.  S.  Baiing-Gould  gets  a  little  beyond  his 
depth,  although  he  is  an  adept  at  antiquarian  lore.  It  is 
rather  late  in  the  day,  for  instance,  to  announce  that  "  Now 
there  has  come  a  reaction  against  mineral  medicines,  and 
homu;opathy  is  a  revolt  against  stroDg  drenching."  Homoeo- 
pathy is  by  this  time  quite  a  venerable  system  of  medicine, 
and  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  as  if  it  had  just  sprung  up. 
The  following,  says  Mr.  BariDg-Gould.is  a  recipe  for  a  sprain 
which  a  village  wise  woman  had  given  him  : — 

Oz. 


Oil  of  turpentine    ..   2 

,,    suillpwes    . .  2 

„    earthworms  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  2 

„    nerve    2 

„    opidillidoek  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  2 

„    Spanish  fleas . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  2 


The  suillowes,  says  the  reverend  author,  "  is  probably  squills, 
and  is  not  of  much  use  as  an  external  application."  Any 
druggist  could  have  helped  Mr.  Biring-Gould  to  avoid  such 
a  funny  guess. 

SPANISH  TRADE  AND  METRIC  WEIGHTS. 

Some  months  ago  the  new  Decimal  Association,  which  is 
a  very  energetic  body,  circularised  the  British  Consuls  abroad' 
with  the  following  three  questions  : — 

1.  Have  cases  come  within  your  knowledge  where  English  manufacturers 
or  exporters  have  suffered  by  reason  of  purchasers  in  your  district  finding 
difficulty  iu  understanding  quotations  in  English  weights  and  measures  ? 

2.  Do  you  know  of  cases  where  English  trade  has  suffered  because  the 
machines  or  goods  offered  for  sale  have  been  made  to  English  instead  of 
metric  weights  and  measures  ? 

3.  If  the  metric  weights  and  measures  were  adopted  in  England  would 
English  manufacturers  and  tradesmen  benefit  in  the  country  you  live  in, 
and  for  what  reasons  ? 

So  far  we  have  seen  only  one  reply  to  these  questions,  and 
that  is  from  the  British  Consul  in  Bilbao,  Spain,  who  writes  : — 

I  have  spoken  to  a  good  many  people  on  this  subject.  Although  everyone 
feels  that  the  difference  of  units  is  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  trade,  and, 
therefore,  must  have  the  effect  of  in  some  measure  reducing  its  volume,  no- 
one  has  been  able  to  name  a  single  specific  case  where  the  difference  has 
prevented  an  order  from  being  given  to  an  English  firm.  The  difficulty 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  same  nature  as  that  presented  by  differences  of 
language.  I  do  not  gather  that  it  is  contended  that  British  goods  are  made 
of  sizes  that  are  not  required,  only  that  they,  are  described  in  measures 
which  are  not  understood  by  purchasers.  The  proposal  is  to  change  the 
way  of  describing  the  articles  to  be  sold,  not  their  dimensions. 

If  it  is  desired  to  overcome  the  difficulty  of  making  British  measures  in- 
telligible to  the  foreign  purchasers,  and  to  avoid  waste  of  time  and  labour 
in  conversion,  it  might  be  observed  that  the  use  of  tables  makes  conversion 
quick  and  easy,  and  that  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  price-lists  should 
not  be  made  out  so  as  to  give  metric  equivalents  to  dimensions  in  English 
measures,  exactly  as  at  present  lists  are  made  out  which  give  Spanish 
names  and  descriptions  for  British  goods.  Firms  which  would  take  the 
trouble  of  doing  this  would  be  able  to  report  whether  they  have  gained  any 
considerable  increase  of  customers  from  it,  and  this  experience  would  help  the 
future  consideration  of  the  question.  I  have  been  asked  to  treat  this  matter 
from  the  point  of  view  of  foreign  trade.  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  as  far  as 
my  inquiries"  go,  foreign  trade  does  not  furnish  adequate  reason  for  the 
British  Empire  to  undergo  the  inconvenience  of  making  the  changes. 

This  is  not  a  very  encouraging  reply  for  the  decimalista. 
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SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 

The  Treatment  of  Sewage  Effluent. 

By  W.  J.  Dibdin. 

The  chief  of  the  L  C.C.  chemical  staff  had  a  large  audience 
in  front  of  him  when  he  read,  on  Monday  last,  at  Bur- 
liDgton  House,  his  paper  on  the  subject  which  has  especially 
occupied  his  attention  during  recent  years — the  treatment 
of  sewage.  The  major  portion  of  the  paper  had  already  been 
presented  in  the  form  of  a  report  to  the  Main  Drainage  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Council ;  but  it  was  new  to 
mcst  of  the  listeners. 

A  brief  reference  was  made  to  the  author's  previous  work 
on  the  subject,  and  prior  to  describing  in  detail  the  opera- 
tions which  had  been  carried  out  at  the  sewage-outfall, 
Barking,  Mr.  Dibdin  selected  the  chief  points  of  interest  in 
a  similar  series  of  experiments  to  his  own  which  had  been 
cot  ducted  in  Massachusetts. 

The  purification  process  is  briefly  one  of  filtration,  the 
bulk  of  the  solid  matter  having  been  previously  pre- 
cipitated. The  efficiency  of  the  filtering-medium  is  the 
essential  point  in  the  process,  and  tabulated  statements 
were  made  respecting  the  amount  of  reduction  in  the 
oxidisable  organic  matter  present  in  sewage  effluent  after 
its  passage,  under  varyiDg  conditions,  through  such  media  as 
burnt  ballast,  coke-breeze,  sand,  gravel,  and  a  proprietary 
medium  which  in  the  sequel  was  found  to  be  "  polarite." 
The  preliminary  experiments  were  conducted  over  filter- 
beds  representing  ^  acre.  Then  for  many  months  a 
bed  having  an  area  of  one  acre  was  used  ;  and  beginning 
with  a  filtrate  of  haif-a-million  gallons  per  day  with  75  per 
cent,  of  oxidisable  organic  matter  removed,  the  volume 
eventually  rose  to  over  a  million  gallons  per  day  with 
equally  good  results.  The  best  results  were  obtained  with 
coke- bree  ze  ;  care  being  taken  to  alternate  periods  of  active 
filtration  with  periods  of  rest  and  aeration,  the  latter  being 
secared  by  drawing  off  the  filtered  fluid  completely. 

Much  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  necessity  for  aeration,  the 
alkalinity  of  the  effluent,  and  a  filter-bed  sufficiently  deep 
for  a  good  deal  of  the  filtration  to  go  on  in  the  dark. 

The  efficiency  of  the  filter  is  indicated  when  an  increasing 
quantity  of  nitrates  is  found  in  the  filtrate,  and  the  change 
is  attributed  to  the  agency  of  the  micro-organisms  naturally 
occurring  in  sewage,  the  complex  albuminoid  bodies  becom- 
ing transformed  into  simpler  elements. 

The  process  is  therefore  the  application  of  a  natural  cycle 
of  biological  changes,  and  its  simplicity,  coupled  with  the 
excellence  of  the  results  obtained,  would  point  to  the 
probability  that  the  final  solution  of  the  sewage  problem  will 
lie  rather  with  the  biologist  than  with  the  chemist  or  the 
engineer. 

The  discussion  which  followed  the  paper  was  not  marked 
by  any  substantial  addition  or  any  serious  opposition  to  the 
views  enunciated  by  Mr.  Dibdin  and  supported  by  his 
experience.  Those  who  contributed  observations — and  more 
than  a  dozen  members  and  visitors  did  so — made  them 
assume  an  inquiring  form. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Last  week  the  members  of  this  Association  initiated  a  new 
departure  in  their  proceedings.    Mr.  J.  F.  C.  Snell,  the 
engineer  to  the  St.  Pancras  Vestry,  came  before  them  with  a 
paper  entitled 

"  The  Commercial  Application  of  Electrical 
Energy," 

immediately  after  which  the  members  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Electric  Light  and  Power  Station  in  Pratt  Street,  Camden 
Town.  In  his  paper  Mr.  Snell  gave  a  brief  account  of  the 
history  of  his  subject,  leading  up  to  a  general  description  of 
the  works  of  which  he  is  the  head.  One  of  the  principal 
objects  of  the  works  is  to  consume  the  street  and  dustbin 
refuse  of  the  Vestry,  and  the  mechanical  arrangements 
necessary  for  this  were  described  in  detail  in  order  that 
the  members  might  observe  with  intelligence  the  different 


departments  which  tbey  were  to  visit.  It  is  unnecessary  for 
us  to  report  more  fully  the  facts  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Snell,  and  the  brief  discussion  which  followed  was  quite  un- 
important. Promptly  at  9.30  the  members  embarkfd  upon  a 
coach  which  took  them  to  the  works,  and,  under  Mr.  Sr. ell's 
guidance,  tbey  visited  first  the  furnaces  where  the  refuse  is 
burnt.  These  furnaces  are  below  the  level  of  the  street,  and 
are  so  arranged  that  the  refuse  delivered  by  the  dustmen  is 
fed  into  the  furnaces  by  mearjs  of  hrppere.  As  Ibis  refuse 
is  exceedingly  rich  in  mineral  matter  which  tends  to  form 
large  masses  of  slag,  there  is  a  special  arrangement  of  bars> 
to  break  these  up.  These  bars  move  backwards  and  forwards 
and  gradually  knead  the  whole  mass,  while  a  strong  curreDt 
of  air  is  driven  into  the  furnaces  by  means  of  "  Sturtevant " 
blowers,  the  latter  being  necessary  for  complete  combustion, 
one  of  the  objects  being  to  prevent  an  excess  of  smoke  and 
another  to  ensure  the  full  heating-power  of  the  material.  In 
spite  of  this  great  combusticn  the  ash  discharged  has  still 
more  heatiDg  power  in  it,  and  it  is  again  submitted  to 
combustion.  Fioally.  it  and  the  slag  are  ground  up  and 
formed  into  mortar,  or  in  the  rough  state  are  used  as  the  first 
bedding  in  macadamising  road.  The  utilisation  of  the  hea>t 
produced  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  economical 
use  of  waste  in  modern  times.  There  are  two  small  sub- 
sidiary engines  for  working  the  blowers,  mortar-mills,  stone- 
breakers,  &c ,  the  whole  of  which  derive  the  steam  from 
boilers  worked  by  the  hot  air  from  the  furnaces,  but  a  large 
proportion  of  this  hot  air  is  taken  to  a  series  of  boilers  near 
the  electric-generating  plant.  These  boilers  are  so  arranged 
that  when  hot  air  is  not  available  coal  may  be  used  for 
heating.  The  boiler-house  is  exceedingly  spacious.  The 
feature  in  it  which  called  forth  the  admiration  of  the  visitors 
was  in  the  galleries,  and  consisted  of  a  water- softening 
apparatus  of  the  "  Doulton,"  make.  This  consists  of  a  series 
of  tanks.  In  the  first  the  water  flows  from  the  main,  and  as  it 
trickles  down  it  sets  in  motion  a  small  water-mill  which 
works  a  stirring-apparatus  in  the  next  tank.  This  second 
tank  receives  a  continuous  supply  of  slaked  lime,  which  pre- 
cipitates the  earthy  salts  of  the  water  ;  the  milky  mixture 
overflows  into  a  series  of  depositing- tanks,  from  which  the 
clear  water  flows  into  the  boilers.  The  arrangements  for 
condensation  of  steam  are  also  excellent.  Finally,  the  visitors 
inspected  the  electric  generating  room,  where  there  are  about 
half-a-dozen  generators  at  work.  Owing  to  the  very  high 
speed  of  the  engines  these  are  enclosed,  but  one  converting- 
engine  was  open  to  view,  and  the  speed  at  which  it  was 
being  driven  was  so  great  thit  it  was  difficult  to  realise  that 
it  was  not  at  a  standstill.  Mr.  Snell  gave  some  lucid 
explanations  of  the  whole  of  the  work  being  done,  and  some 
of  the  members  showed  that  they  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  applications  of  electricity,  and  the  cicerone 
complimented  them  upon  the  intelligence  with  which  they 
followed  the  demonstration.  More  than  fifty  members  wera 
present,  and  they  spent  almost  two  hours  in  the  works.  Mr. 
Snell  was  very  heartily  thanked  for  his  kindness  in  arranging 
for  the  visit  and  making  matters  clear  to  the  members. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

The  usual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on  November  1 
at  the  University  College. 

The  President  (Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes)  mentioned  that  the 
President  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Association  had  invited 
the  Students'  Society  to  attsnd  the  next  meeting  at  the  Royal 
Institution. 

Tinct.  Chloboformi  et  Morphine. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  Jr.,  said  that  it  had  no  doubt  come 
under  the  notice  of  many  of  those  present  that  a  heavy 
precipitate  formed  in  tr.  chloroformi  et  morphinm  after  the 
liquid  had  been  standing  some  time,  and  he  found  that  this- 
was  due  to  the  hydrocyanic  acid  throwing  out  the  glycyr- 
rhizin  of  the  ext.  glycyrrh.  liq.  from  the  solution.  He 
found  further  that,  if  a  quantity  of  tr.  Senegse  equal  in 
strength  of  spt.  to  one  fluid  cz.  of  spt.  vini  rect.  ordered- 
in  the  B.P.  were  used  instead  of  the  alcohol,  a  tincture- 
could  be  turned  out  which  would  not  deposit  for  days.  It 
moreover  had  the  advantage  that  on  dilution  it  was  more- 
miscible  with  water  than  that  made  by  the  B  P.  process. 
He  was  sorry  that  an  equivalent  quantity  of  seme  alkaline 
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cyanide  was  not  used  in  place  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid,  as 
the  latter,  owing  to  its  volatility,  must  suffer  continual 
depreciation  in  strength  every  time  the  bottle  containing  the 
tr.  chloroformi  et  morph.  was  opened. 

Cod-liver  Oil. 

Mr.  Frank  Walker  exhibited  a  very  satisfactory  emul- 
sion of  cod-liver  oil  which  had  bsen  prepared  with  Irish 
Moss  mucilage.  Although  Mr.  Walker  disclaimed  any  ori- 
ginality in  the  idea,  he  said  that  it  was  such  an  excellent 
preparation  that  he  thought  it  should  be  better  known — the 
result  being  a  thick  creamy  liquid  easily  poured  from  the 
bottle,  and  which  would  not  separate  readily,  the  mucilage 
was  made  by  dissolving  J  oz.  of  the  moss  in  16  fluid  oz.  of 
water  by  the  aid  of  heat,  and  filtering  the  product  whilst  hot. 
Of  this  he  put  oz.  into  a  quart  bottle,  added  8  oz.  of  cod- 
liver  oil  by  degrees,  then  added  the  water  and  the  flavouring 
so  as  to  make  the  16  oz.  of  emulsion,  shaking  vigorously  all 
the  time. 

Federation  op  Local  Associations. 

The  President  in  introducing  this  subject  for  discussion 
first  read  the  circulars  and  rules  of  the  Federation.  He 
commented  favourably  on  the  programme  of  the  Plymouth 
Association,  and  said  that  for  himself  he  was  disposed  to  give 
the  proposal  a  trial,  and  see  whether  more  unity  could  not 
be  secured  among  chemists  to  further  their  general  interests. 
Fresh  legislation  was  in  the  near  future,  and  pharmacists 
should  be  united  as  to  what  they  wanted.  Mr.  Frank  Walker 
considered  that  the  only  salvation  of  the  chemist  to-day  lay 
in  the  federation  of  local  associations.  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell, 
while  not  unfavourable  to  the  scheme,  criticised  it  and  its 
promoters  somewhat  severely.  Personally  he  could  not  see 
that  there  was  any  need  for  the  federation.  The  old  Trade 
Association  collapsed  for  want  of  support,  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  if  properly  worked  could  do  all  that  the 
Federation  proposed  to  do.  The  interviewing  process  adopted 
at  Plymouth  was  commendable,  but  woula  involve  a  large 
increase  in  the  secretary's  work  in  Liverpool,  with  its  nine 
members.  The  promoters  of  the  Federation  had  not  invited 
the  co-operation  of  the  Liverpool  Students'  Society  until 
recently,  and  he  presumed  (perhaps  wrongly)  that  other 
junior  societies,  except  that  of  London,  had  been  similarly 
treated,  which  seemed  as  if  they  were  looking  about  for  some 
young  pharmacists  to  put  life  into  the  scheme.  The  fact 
that  they  had  no  definite  programme  told  against  their 
success,  and  to  say  that  a  programme  would  be  produced 
when  the  Federation  was  completed  was  unlikely  to  induce 
waverers  to  join.  If,  however,  it  would  tend  to  bind  chemists 
more  closely  together,  by  all  means  let  them  support  the 
Federation.  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  said  if  the  scheme  would 
provoke  more  decided  action  he  was  for  it.  Mr.  P.  H. 
Marsden  thought  the  proposal  should  be  more  definite.  As 
in  Ireland,  only  qualified  chemists  should  dispense. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Morgan  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  room  for 
the  Federation,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth  remarked  that, 
as  in  other  phases  of  activity  subdivison  was  found  useful, 
so  it  might  be  in  pharmacy.  The  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
devoted  itself  exclusively  to  one  side  of  the  pharmacist's 
interests,  and  he  believed  the  proposal  to  federate  associa- 
tions for  trade  purposes  was  also  likely  to  be  productive  of 
good  fruit.  The  experiment  was  worth  trying.  On  being 
put  to  the  meeting,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  join  the 
Federation. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The  [first  ordinary' meeting  of|the  session  of  this  Associa" 
tion  was  held  |  on  Thursday,  October  31.  Mr.  W.  L.  Currie, 
the  President,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Currie,  in  the  course  of  an  opening  address,  said  the 
present  as  well  as  the  future  of  pharmacy  was  a  matter  for 
serious  consideration.  The  tendency  was,  to  his  mind,  down- 
ward ;  and  to  raise  their  position  to  its  proper  level  there 
must  be  a  good  deal  more  esprit,  de  corps  among  qualified 
chemists  than  at  present  existed.  He  meant  that  a  certain 
code  of  honour  should  exist  in  their  ranks ;  that  the  aim  should 
be  to  raise,  not  to  degrade,  their  professional  status ;  that 
the  possession  of  the  qualification  should  be  used  as  a  per- 
sonal thing,  and  not  sold  to,the  highest  bidder  ^as  a  market- 


able commodity.  If  a  young  man,  the  moment  he  obtained 
his  Minor  qualification,  accepted  an  appointment  as  manager 
or  qualified  assistant  to  some  store  business  his  reasoning 
powers  must  be  at  fault,  else  he  would  not  put  forth  his 
help  to  weave  the  rope  which  may  one  day  hang  himself 
and  his  calling.  It  was  a  plain  fact  that  if  qualified  men 
did  not  engage  themselves  to  corporations  they  could  not 
carry  on  their  business  as  dispensing  chemists,  and  the  great 
evil  which  threatened  to  crush  out  pharmacies  and  pharma- 
cists would  be  for  ever  removed.  He  quite  agreed,  however, 
with  the  late  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference, ' 
that  if  they  were  to  elevate  their  calling  to  the  position  it 
ought  to  occupy  they  must  make  education  the  principal 
part  of  the  programme,  and  that,  too,  must  be  legally  en- 
forced. If  they  could  show  to  the  Legislature  and  the  public 
that  they  were  properly  educating  and  training  men  to 
supply  their  wants  there  was  no  doubt  they  would  have  a 
strong  claim  to  demand  that  the  handling  and  dispensing  of 
medicines  should  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  those  specially 
trained  in  the  practice  thereof.  To  get  any  new  Bill  passed 
it  was  necessary  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  should  be 
supported  by  every  man  on  the  register.  If  there  was  to  be 
successful  legislation  there  must  be  unity  of  action,  and 
those  at  present  outside  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  at 
least  a  majority  of  them,  must  be  got  inside.  He  was  quite 
sure  that  by  a  system  of  registration,  when  the  time  was 
ripe  for  it.  such  a  feat  could  be  accomplished.  In  regard  to 
giving  full  membership  10  all  qualified  men  who  would  join 
the  Society,  Mr.  Currie  regretted  to  see  the  rather  stand-  , 
offish  remarks  made  by  the  late  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference.  Did  Mr.  Martin  mean  to  say  that  the 
chemist  and  druggist  of  to-day,  with  the  "minimum  of 
education  legally  possible,"  as  he  put  it,  was  not  as  good,  if 
not  superior,  to  those  admitted  to  membership  in  1868,  by 
simply  paying  their  fee  ?  The  Minor  examination  (wrongly 
named)  was  the  test  of  qualification  recognised  by  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  and  those  possessing  it  should  be  entitled  to 
membership  of  the  Society.  Another  point  which  should 
meet  the  approval  of  chemists  and  druggists  was  the  proba- 
bility of  something  being  done  towards  preventing  the  for- 
mation of  one-man  companies.  If  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  were  supported  in  such  an  endeavour,  he  thought 
there  was  little  doubt,  seeing  the  Board  of  Trade  had  taken 
the  initiative  in  the  matter,  that  the  effort  would  be  success- 
ful. Mr.  Currie  commented  at  some  length  on  the  recent 
discussions  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons  in  shops  where  photographic 
articles  are  sold.  He  thought  the  provisions  regulating  the 
sale  of  poisons  should,  if  anything,  be  made  more 
stringent.  The  longer  he  dispensed  poisonous  drugs  the 
more  did  he  see  the  necessity  for  placing  every 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  liberal  supply 
of  such  commodities.  If  an  accident  should  happen 
the  man  who  sold  the  poison  was  likely  to  receive  a  good 
deal  of  abuse  even  although  he  might  in  no  way  be  to 
blame.  It  was  most  unfortunate  that  a  section  of  the  public 
Press  should  allow  in  its  columns  an  expression  of  opinion 
to  the  effect  that  in  prosecuting  certain  individuals  for  sale 
of  proprietary  articles  containing  small  quantities  of  poison 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  simply  harassing  such 
individuals,  and  that  "  the  Society  should  not  be  allowed  to 
levy  fines  on  the  public  for  offences  which  can  do  no  harm." 
Such  an  expression,  of  course,  only  went  to  show  that  the 
writer  had  no  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Instead  of  abusing 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  high-handed  dealing,  the 
Press  should  rather  extend  to  its  officers  unstinted  praise  for 
their  efforts  to  protect  the  public.  He  hoped  that  in  the  next 
Bill  the  list  of  poisons  would  be  enlarged,  and  the  stringency 
in  regard  to  their  sale  increased.  Mr.  Currie  also  referred 
to  the  tendency  of  physicians  to  prescribe  factory-made 
preparations,  in  which,  in  many  instances,  therapeutical  virtue 
was  sacrificed  to  elegant  appearance.  Were  they  to  stand 
idly  by  and  agree  to  the  new  conditions  ?  He  thought  the 
time  had  come  when  chemists  and  druggists  should  make  a 
decided  stand  against  the  evil.  What  would  be'the  good  of 
all  the  labour  of  physicians  and  pharmacists  in  the  compi- 
lation of  a  new  Pharmacopoeia  if,  after  all,  the  contents  were 
to  be  ignored,  the  combined  practical  knowledge  of  physician 
and  pharmacist  set  aside,  and  preparations  of  some  special 
maker  ordered  by  the  physician  instead  1  What  he  thought 
they  should  do  was  individually  to  bring  this  matter  promi- 
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nently  before  their  medical  friends  with  a  view  to  mitigate 
if  not  to  stop  the  evil. 

Mr.  Laing  (Vice-President),  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Currie,  said  what  wa3  needed  was  not  so  much  the 
education  of  the  student  of  pharmacy  as  the  education  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  If  the  necessary 
education  were  applied  and  taken  to  heart  in  that  quarter 
pharmaceutical  difficulties  would  soon  be  removed. 

Mr.  Currie,  in  his  reply,  said  he  was  quite  in  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Laing.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  wanted  edu- 
cating badly.  It  was  behind  the  time.  When  the  election 
time  came  round  he  hoped  the  members  of  the  Glasgow 
Association  would  help  to  send  to  the  Council  men  who 
would  do  their  best  for  the  general  body  of  pharmacists. 

Twenty- one  new  members  were  admitted,  making  the 
total  membership  of  the  Association  nearly  160. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

On  November  1,  Mr.  A.  Ivatt,  M.A.,  F.C.S.,  of  Christ's 
College,  gave  a  lecture  on  "  Spectacles,  and  their  Relation  to 
the  Human  Eye,"  illustrated  by  models  and  diagrams.  Mr. 
Alderman  Deck,  F.C.S.,  occupied  the  chair.  The  lecturer 
first  showed  that  light  travels  through  an  even  transparent 
body,  such  as  the  air,  in  straight  lines,  but  during  its  passages 
through  the  lens  and  other  transparent  media  of  the  eye, 
which  are  denser  than  the  air,  the  rays  from  an  object  become 
bent,  and  the  image  is  received  inverted  on  the  extremely 
sensitive  retina  at  the  back  of  the  eye,  and  that  it  is  in  the 
brain  itself  that  the  analysis  of  the  objects  of  our  vision 
really  takes  place.  The  eye  was  compared  to  a  photographic 
camera,  and  the  perfection  of  the  former  contrasted  with  the 
latter — the  lens  of  the  eye  being  easily  and  quickly  accomo- 
dated for  far  aEd  near  vision  by  alteration  of  the  shape  of 
the  lens  itself,  whilst  in  the  case  of  the  camera  the  lens  can- 
not be  altered  in  shape,  but  must  be  moved  to  or  from  the 
object  to  obtain  a  clear  picture.  "  Long- sight  "  and  "  short- 
sight"  were  explained,  and,  lastly,  the  kinds  of  spectacles  in 
common  use,  with  a  description  of  the  proper  composition 
of  lenses.  It  was  stated  that  lenses  for  spectacles  should 
either  be  made  of  the  best  crown  glass  or  of  colourless  quartz. 
Those  made  of  the  latter  are  known  as  pebbles  or  rock- 
crystal,  and  are  usually  recommended  by  opticians  as  being 
clearer  and  cooler  than  glass  ;  but  the  clearness  of  view 
through  pebbles  depends  upon  the  quality  and  scientific 
accuracy  with  which  the  quartz  is  cut,  for  if  not  carefully 
prepared  the  spectacles  will  be  decidedly  inferior  to  those 
made  of  glass.  When  "  pebbles "  are  really  good  and 
accurately  cut  they  have  the  advantage  of  being  harder  than 
glass,  aud,  therefore,  not  so  liable  to  be  scratched,  especially 
at  the  centre  of  the  lens,  where  perfect  transparency  is  most 
essential. 

Mr.  Ivatt  was  warmly  thanked  for  his  able  and  useful 
lecture. 


PLYMOUTH  JUNIORS. 
"Vegetable  Syrups — Preparati  on  and  Preservation  "  formed 
the  subject  for  discussion  at  the  opening  meeting  of  the 
Plymouth  aud  District  Association  (Junior  Section)  on 
October  31,  Mr.  E.\\.  Hodge  in  the  chair.  A  paper  by  Mr. 
Glode  Guyer  (London)  on  the  subject  was  read  by  the 
Secretary  (Mr.  G.  Fairweather),  after  which  an  interesting 
discussion  followed  on  suggested  modes  of  better  preparing 
and  preserving  the  B.P.  syrups.  It  was  arranged  to  issue  a 
syllabus  of  subjects  for  the  present  session,  which  includes 
a  lecture  on  "  The  Metric  System  "  by  Mr.  J.  Kiaton  Bond, 
B.A.,  B.Sc,  and  one  on  "Microscopical  Specimens"  (illus- 
trated by  lantern-slides)  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney. 

Mr.  E.  M  Holmes  (Curator  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society), 
in  his  report  on  the  competition  for  the  local  Herbarium 
Prize,  awarded  it  to  Mr.  G.  Fairweather  ;  Mr.  A.  Barber  being 
second.  He  complimented  the  students  on  the  efficiency  of 
the  work  done. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF1  PHARMACY. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  held  on  October  30,  a 
lecture  was  delivered  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Lemsion  (a  member  of 
the  Association)  on  "  Another  World,"  dealing  with  the 
planet  Mars,  illustrated  by  the  aid  of  an  oxy-hydrogen 
lantern.    The  lecture  was  highly  appreciated. 


"flew  Companies  ano  Company 

Syphon  Elevator  Syndicate  (Limited).  —  Capital 
30.000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  undetailed 
agreement  and  to  acquire,  develop,  tarn  to  account,  and 
deal  with  any  patents  relating  to  syphons  or  otherwise.  The 
first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than 
five)  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  subscribers.  Qualification, 
the  payment  of  all  calls  on  the  shares  held.  No  remunera- 
tion.   Registered  office,  11  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C. 

West  African  Oil  Syndicate  (Limited). — Capital 
40.000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  turn  to 
account  certain  concessions  dealing  with  the  Gold  Coast 
Colony,  to  adopt  agreements  for  the  purpose,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  exporting,  importing,  and  dealing  in 
coal-tar,  pitch,  asphaltum,  petroleum,  &c.  The  first  directors 
(to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are : — 
Geo.  F.  Jones,  Frederick  C.  Stoop,  and  Geo.  J.  Bridges. 
Qualification,  500Z.  Remuneration,  10  per  cent,  of  the  profits, 
divisible.  Registered  office,  75  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Sulphide  Corporation  (Ashcroft's  Process),  Lim- 
ited)—Capital  1,000,000Z.,  in  11.  shares  (500,000  preference). 
Objects :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  for  the  purchase  of  a 
certain  undeecribed  invention,  and  to  carry  on  all  kinds  of 
metallurgical  operations.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not 
fewer  than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  H.  L.  Gibbs, 
Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Kintore,  J.  H.  Lukach,  and  Geo.  M.Reid, 
as  the  London  Board ;  and  F.  A.  Keating,  J.  S  Read,  and 
V.  J.  Saddler  as  the  Melbourne  Board.  Qualification,  2,0002. 
Remuneration,  2500Z.  per  annum,  and  a  share  in  the  profits. 

Vaccination  Virus  Vanquisher  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  20.000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the 
British  rights  to,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  a 
proprietary  medicine  known  as  the  "  Vaccination  Virus 
Vanquisher,"  or  "  V.V.V.",  to  manufacture  and  sell  all  or  any 
other  patent  medicines  and  drugs,  and  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  G.  E.  Dixon.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with 
one  share)  are : — C.  G.  Clarke,  Artillery  Lane,  E.,  wholesale 
druggist ;  R.  C.  Wren,  40  Whitbread  Road,  Brockley,  drug- 
gists' manager  ;  R.  J.  Jenkins,  63  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C., 
civil  engineer  ;  J.  K.  Stewart,  19  Monument  Station  Build- 
ings, E.C,  agent;  J.  E.  Staikey,  3a  Langley  Court,  Long 
Acre,  W.C.,  druggist;  G.E.Dixon,  M.D.,  8  Fairlawn  Park, 
Chiswick,  chemical-manufacturer ;  G.  R  Barclay,  95  Farring- 
don  Street,  E.C,  wholesale  druggist.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not  fewei  than  three  nor  more  than  five)  are  Geo. 
R.  Barclay,  C.  Goddard  Clarke,  Geo.  E  Dixon  (managing 
director  at  a  salary  of  3001.  per  annum),  Richard  J.  Jenkins, 
and  Thos.  F.  Fisher.  Qualification,  150  shares.  Remunera- 
tion, 25/  each  per  annum. 


Some  German  Chemical  Dividends. — The  profits  of 
the  United  Chemical  Factories  at  Leopoldshall  for  the  year 
1894-95  have  been  582,426m.,  out  of  which  the  holders  of 
preference  shares  will  receive  5,  and  those  of  ordinary  shares 
4J,  per  cent,  dividend.  The  increase  in  profit  has  been  due 
coiefly  to  the  greater  output  of  chlorate  of  potash  (312,047 
cwt.  against  290,797  cwt.  in  1893-94)  and  to  economies 
effected  iu  the  working  of  the  factory.  The  chemical-works 
"  Concordia,"  also  at  Leopoldshall  (800,000m.  capital),  have 
made  a  profit  of  374,979m.,  against  351,986m.  in  1893-94. 
The  dividend  will  be  28  per  cent. ;  last  year  it  was  27  per  cent. 
The  Strassfurt  chemical-works,  formerly  Vorster-Gruneberg, 
will  pay  11  per  cent,  dividend,  and  the  United  Brush- 
factories  (Vereinigte  Pinselfabriken)  at  Nuremberg  (capital 
3,750,000m.)  9  per  cent.  The  profit;  of  the  last-mentioned 
works  for  1894-95  was  453,492m. 

It  is  proposed  to  combine  in  one  limited  company  the 
three  Bavarian  factories  now  known  as  the  Factory  of 
Chemical  Products  (formerly  H.  Schneidemantel)  in  Lands- 
hut,  the  firm  of  Wirth  &  Co.  in  Landshut,  and  the  chemical- 
factory  of  Dr.  W.  &  Otto  Schneider  in  Lehrberg,  near 
Ansbach.  All  these  factories  are  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  glue,  bone-derivative3,  and  artificial  manure.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  include  into  the  combination  the  cbemical-works 
at  Konigsberg,  near  Eger,  which  are  to  be  leased  with  a  view 
to  subsequent  purchase. 
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Re  James  Beotch  Johnstone,  218  Kentish  Town  Road, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

Undeb  the  failure  of  this  debtor,  the  first  meeting  of 
creditors  was  held  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
'November  1,  before  Mr.  H.  Brougham,  Official  Receiver. 

The  accounts  show  unsecured  debts  201Z.  14s.  8d  ;  a 
partly  secured  creditor,  20CR,  holding  security  valued  at 
150Z  ;  preferential  claims,  171.  16s  Id. ;  with  assets,  9Z  16s. 
The  debtor  commenced  business  on  his  own  account  in  1886 
at  207  Southampton  Street,  S  E.,  with  a  capital  of  501.  In 
October,  1893,  he  purchased  from  the  Official  Receiver  for  145Z. 
the  business,  stock,  &c,  at  218  Kentish  Town  Road,  the  former 
owner  being  Mr.  A.  Court.  The  debtor  shortly  afterwards 
sold  the  Southampton  Street  business  for  135Z.,  and  con- 
tinued to  trade  at  Kentish  Town  Road  until  the  failure. 
Three  days  before  the  receiving  order  possession  was  taken 
by  Miss  Hart,  the  partly-secured  creditor,  who  claims  to  be 
entitled  to  all  the  stock  and  effects.  A  private  meeting  of 
the  creditors  was  held  a  month  before  the  failure,  when  the 
debtor  suggested  that  they  should  put  in  a  manager  to  carry 
on  the  business  for  (heir  benefit,  but  that  offer  was  not 
entertained,  and  the  debtor  subsequently  filed  his  petition. 

He  attributes  his  failure  to  loss  in  connection  with  the 
Southampton  Street  business  through  inability  to  secure  a 
•competent  manager;  to  the  excessive  price  paid  to  the 
Official  Receiver  for  the  Kentish  Town  business ;  and  to 
-deprf  ssion  in  trade. 

In  reply  to  the  Chairman  the  debtor  said  that  previous  to 
starting  business  on  his  own  account  he  acted  as  a  chemist's 
manager.  The  Kentish  Town  shop  was  now  closed,  he  being 
'unab'e  to  carry  it  on  because  his  eyesight  wa3  queer.  No 
offer  could  be  made  to  the  creditors. 

A  discussion  ensued  respecting  Miss  Haifa  title  to  the 
■stock,  and  the  Chairman  intimated  that  he  would  have  to 
fully  investigate  the  matter  before  allowing  the  stock  to  be 
dealt  with  by  Miss  Hart,  as  from  the  information  in  his 
possession  it  appeared  to  belong  to  the  creditors  generally. 

Mr.  Hulbert,  who  represented  both  Miss  Hart  and  the 
debtor,  said  there  was  no  doubt  Miss  Hart  was  morally 
•entitled  to  the  stock,  even  if  it  were  found  that  she  had  no 
legal  title,  as  she  had  provided  200Z.  for  the  business,  and 
regarded  the  stock  and  effects  as  the  security  for  money. 

Eventually  the  Chairman  said  it  would  be  unwise  to 
Tefuse  a  reasonable  offer  for  the  stock  and  effects,  but  the 
purchase-money  must  not  be  dealt  with  until  the  question  of 
title  had  been  settled. 

In  the  absence  of  any  offer,  the  case  was  left  in  the 
"hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  bankruptcy.  The  debtor  was  directed  to  attend 
<the  Court  on  November  21  for  public  examination. 

Appended  is  a  list  of  the  principal  creditors,  viz. : — 

Unsecured. 

£   s.  d. 

Davy,  Yates  &  Hicks,  Park  Street,  Southwark      ..  84  10  3 

Idris  ^  Co.  (Limited),  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town. .  30   7  10 

Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.O.     . .  20  18  6 
Meggeson  &  Co.,  Miles  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street, 

E.O.    23  12  10 

Bowe,  T.  B.,  &  Co.,  Brentford   10   9  6 

Partly  Secured. 
Hart,  Miss  E,  26  Market  Terrace,  Green  Lanes, 

Wood  Green      200   0  0 

p'Seeurity  : — Deposit  of  lease  and  an  equitable  first  charge  on  sale  of 
business.) 

Preferential. 

Pike  &  Hunter,  Hilldrop  Road,  Camden  Town       . .    17  16  1 


Re  Harry  Smith,  Horbury,  Dealer  in  Drugs  and 
Chem'cals. 

The  statement  of  this  debtor's  affairs  herein  shows 
liabilities  536Z  Us. Id,  of  which  308Z  12s.  Id.  will  rank, 
with  assets  expected  to  realise  233Z.  3s.  3d.  The  cause  of 
'failure  is  alleged  losses  in  the  chemist's  business  taken  over 
from  the  trustees  of  the  will  of  the  bankrupt's  father.  Mr. 


J.  B.  Ottley,  the  Official  Receiver,  says  : — "  The  bankrupt 
was  formerly  a  soldier,  but  his  father  purchased  his  dis- 
charge about  nine  years  ago,  since  which  time,  and  until 
October,  1894,  he  has  been  living  in  Horbury.  His  father 
died  on  October  15,  1894,  and  the  bankrupt,  though  he  had 
no  proper  qualifications  for  practising  as  a  chemist,  under- 
took to  manage  the  business,  and  was  allowed  to  occupy  the 
premises,  and  until  February  in  the  present  year  he  accounted 
to  his  father's  trustees  for  the  takings.  About  that  date  it 
was  arranged  that  he  should  take  over  the  business  per- 
sonally, and  his  statement  as  to  the  amount  that  he  was  to  pay 
for  it  differs  from  that  of  the  trustee  The  latter  state  that 
he  was  to  pay  about  430Z.,  the  amount  shown  in  a  stock- 
taking prepared  by  the  bankrupt's  father  shortly  before  his 
death  ;  but  the  bankrupt  states  he  was  only  to  pay  200Z.  in 
cash,  and  that  bis  interests  under  his  father's  will  were  to 
be  taken  as  equivalent  to  any  value  in  excess  of  that  amount. 
The  trustees  have  sued  the  bankrupt  for  the  full  amount  and 
obtained  judgment  against  him,  and  he  states  that  he  filed 
his  petition  in  order  to  prevent  their  taking  further  steps 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  other  creditors.  He  has  kept  some 
books  of  goods  sold  on  credit,  a  memorandum  b3ok  of 
accounts  sent  out  to  customers,  and  a  cash-payments  book, 
but  some  of  the  more  important  of  these  are  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  executors  of  the  bankrupt's  father.  Assuming 
the  deficiency  account  to  be  correct — which,  however,  is  very 
doubtful — it  would  appear  that  the  business  has  not  been  a 
very  profitable  one,  and  the  deficit  is  mainly  explained  by 
alleged  depreciation  in  value  of  the  stock  and  fixtures  It 
is  believed,  however,  that  these  are  largely  over-estimated, 
and  a  valuation  is  being  made." 


Be  Henry  Green,  Junction  Drug-stores,  140  Great  King 
Street,  Birmingham,  Drysalter. 

This  bankrupt  was  examined  at  the  Birnrngbam  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  on  November  4.  Liabilities,  112/  ;  assets, 
151.  In  answer  to  questions  he  said  that  up  to  1888  he  had 
been  a  chemist's  assistant.  He  commenced  business  as  a 
drysalter,  with  a  capital  of  501.,  at  151  Wheeler  Street. 
After  trading  successfully  for  three  years  he  lost  heavily  on 
a  petroleum-contract,  and  had  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
bis  creditors  to  pay  10s.  in  the  pound,  raising  money  on  a 
bill  of  sale.  The  bill-of-sale  holder  took  over  the  business 
about  two  years  ago.  Debtor  again  began  business  as  a 
drysalter  with  a  capital  of  151 ,  111.  of  which  was  borrowed. 
He  owed  nothing  at  this  time  to  creditors.  The  money  at 
his  disposal  was  insufficient  to  pay  the  first  week's  expenses, 
and  week  by  week  this  state  of  things  continued.  He  kept 
on  trading  in  the  hope  of  trade  improving.  He  had  lost 
14Z.  on  his  trading  account,  and  lived  upon  his  creditors  to 
the  extent  of  651.  He  had  a  wife  and  five  children  to  keep. 
He  kept  accounts  and  knew  what  his  position  was.  Mr. 
Registrar  Parry  said  this  case  was  an  example  of  the  way  in 
which  bankruptcy  was  becoming  a  regular  trade.  Men  lived 
upon  their  creditors  as  long  as  they  could  get  credit,  and 
then  filed  their  petitiorj.  This  debtor  started  with  a  capital 
of  4Z,and  in  the  first  month  he  got  together  a  capital  of 
60?  at  the  expense  of  his  creditors,  and  with  this  he  traded. 
The  examination  was  closed. 


Re  Henry  Malcolm  Caldwell,  Salisbury  Square,  E.C. 

At  last  Wednesday's  sitting  of  the  London  Bankruptcy 
Court  the  case  of  this  bankrupt  came  before  Mr.  Registrar 
Giffard,  it  beiDg  in  the  list  of  the  daj's  public  examinations. 
The  failure  occurred  in  January  last,  the  accounts  showing 
liabilities  1,630Z ,  and  assets  estimated  to  produce  a  surplus 
of  111.  The  bankrupt,  a  manufacturing  chemist,  carried 
on  a  business  at  Sydney  until  1888,  when  he  sold  it  to  the 
Cattanah  Chemical- works  (Limited)  for  25.000Z ,  in  shares, 
which  he  relinquished  to  the  company  later  for  a  cash  pay- 
ment of  2,000Z.  He  then  became  interested  in  a  gas  com- 
pany at  Sydney,  and  came  to  England  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  its  business  and  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
company.  Litigation  subsequently  arose  in  connection  with 
that  business,  to  liabilities  upon  which  the  bankrupt  attributed 
his  failure..  The  Official  Receiver  now  reported  that  the 
bankrupt  was  not  in  attendance,  and  that  the  first  meeting 
of  creditors  bad  been  ad  journed  sine  die.  A  similar  order  was 
made  by  the  Registrar  with  respect  to  the  public  examination. 
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Be  Ernest  William  Saunders,  Drug  and  Patent-medicine 
Dealer,  Vicar  Lane,  Le3ds. 

This  debtor  came  up  for  his  adjourned  public  examination 
at  the  Leeds  Bankruptcy  Court  oi  ruesday  last  befo--  tin 
Registrar;  but,  as  the  OH;ial  Receiver  said  he  had  no  aore 
questions  to  put  to  the  debtor,  the  ex  miiation  was  o»  i  ;red 
to  be  closed. 


<5a3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Bayley,  J.  B.,  and  Elliott,  H.  A.,  chemists  and  druggists,  Lichfield, 

under  the  style  of  Bayley  &  Elliott. 
Male,  H.  C,  and  Snell,  S.  H.,  physicians  and  surgeons,  Grays. 
Mewse,  J.,  and  Hcnson,  H.,  boiler  solvent  manufacturers,  Chilwell, 

under  tne  style  of  the  Chilwell  Boiler  Solvent  Company. 
Moore,  J.,  and  Dunlop,  J.  N.,  dentists,  Northwich,  under  the  style  of 

James  N.  Dunlop. 

Robinson,  M.,  and  Allinson,  M.  E.,  proDrietresses  of  a  nursing-home, 
Westbourne  Roid,  Forest  Hill,  S.E.,  under  tha  style  of  a  Nursing  In- 
stitution for  South  London. 

Spencer,  G.,  and  Alstead,  R.,  piekleand  sauce  manufacturers,  Wigan, 
under  the  style  of  Spencer  &  Alstead. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order 

Sutherland,  George  Ross,  Withington,  Lancashire,  licensed  victuiller 
and  mineral- water  manufacturer. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
Carter,  James  Harrison,  Sheffle  d,  druggist  and  drysalter,  trading 
with  Thomas  Carter  as  Carter  Brothers.    Discharge  suspended  for  six 
calendar  months  ending  April  3,  18S6. 


ftrafce  Botes. 


Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  have  been  awarded 
a  bronze  medal  at  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Polytechnic  Society  for  Fletcher's  patent  auto- 
metric  stopper. 

Messrs.  Perken,  Son  &  Rayment,  of  Hatton  Garden, 
have  just  issued  a  ne  n  illusiratei  catalogue  of  photographic 
apparatus,  maoric  lanterns,  and  optical  instruments.  The 
catalogue  fills  226  pages,  and  seems  to  comprise  every  photo- 
graphic necessary,  but  it  is  by  no  means  a  bulky  book. 

Ms  James  L  Hatrick  (of  Messrs.  Hatrick  Company, 
Limited,  31  Snow  Hill,  London)  will  shortly  make  a  busi- 
ness trip  to  the  United  Slates  on  behalf  of  his  agencies. 
He  is  open  to  act  for  other  good  houses  who  may  wish  to 
open  up  business  in  the  States.  His  American  address  will 
be — Care  of  the  B.>ssardt  Wilson  Compiny,  Philadelphia. 

The  Liquor  Carnis  Company  complain  that,  although 
they  have  altered  their  address  in  their  advertisements  and 
on  their  stationery,  they  still  get  orders  sent  to  their  old 
warehouse  in  Farringdon  Street  instead  of  to  Messrs.  Lynch 
&  Co.  (Limited),  192  Aldersgate  Street,  who  now  a?t  as  their 
distributing  agents.  Their  laboratories  are  at  Aston  Clinton, 
Bucks,  and  correspondence  and  applications  for  samples  for 
medical  men,  showcards,  &c  ,  should  be  sent  there. 

Mr.  John  Hillaby,  of  the  Lion  Works,  Tanshelf,  Ponte- 
fract,  is  offering  tome  new  forms  of  liquorice  confectionery 
to  the  trade.  The  one  which  is  likely  to  be  most  popular  is 
a  liquorice-and-malt  lczenge — a  very  agreeable  and  useful 
combination.  These  lozenges  are  of  the  same  consistence  as 
the  old  Pomfret  cakes,  but  malt  very  pleasantly  modifies  the 
liquorice  flavour.  Mr.  Hillaby  also  makes  liquorice-pellets— 
crisp  little  globes  about  the  size  of  5-gr.  pills— and  liquorice- 
wafers.  These  are  supplied  in  handsome  enamelled  tins, 
some  of  which  have  a  glass  side  to  show  the  goods. 

As  supplementary  to  the  remarks  which  we  made  in  our 
report  of  the  Brewers'  Exhibition  regarding  the  Siiicated 
Carbon  Company's  Pressure  Needle  Filter,  the  makers  now 
send  us  an  advance  proof  of  an  exceedingly  searching  inquiry 


made  by  Dr.  E.  Klein,  F.R  S  ,  regarding  the  efficacy  of  the 
filter  in  preventing  the  passage  of  micro-organisms.  Dr. 
Klein's  report  states  fully  the  details  of  the  experiments  to 
which  he  subjected  the  filter,  and  these  show  that  working 
with  five  distinct  micro- organisms  —  viz.,  Bacillus prodigiosus. 
Staphylococcus  aureus,  spores  of  Bacillus  anthracis,  bacillus, 
of  typhoid,  vibrio  of  cholera — and  a  sample  of  drinking-water 
containing  30,416  microbes  per  1  c.c  ,  the  filtrates  he  obtained 
from  the  Needle  Filter  were  absolutely  free  from  microbes,, 
and  therefore  a3  well  sterilised  as  if  the  water  had  been 
boiled.  In  no  cases  did  the  waters  before  filtration  contain 
less  than  32  000  micro  organisms  per  1  c  c,  while  in  one- 
case  the  number  was  as  high  as  151,000,  the  microbe  in  the- 
latter  instance  being  that  of  typhoid  fever.  There  seems  to 
us  to  be  no  question  that  the  Siiicated  Carbon  Company's- 
statements  made  to  our  representative  at  the  Brewers'  Exhi- 
bition are  well  justified  ;  moreover,  that  the  new  filter  is- 
certainly  not  excelled  by  any  one  in  the  market.  We  may 
add  that  we  are  pleased  to  read  Dr.  Klein's  report  because 
we  consider  than  the  a^rming  statements  made  last  summer 
have  done  injury  to  the  filter- trade  which  the  manufacturers- 
as  a  whole  do  not  deserve. 
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A  special  issue  of  this  journal  will  be  ser.t  to  every  chemist 
and  druggist  and  to  every  ho'pital  ani  public  dispensary 
throughout  Australasia  on  February  1,  1896.  Arrangements 
for  English  advertisements  mu't  be  made  early.  Tbe- 
publisher,  42  Cannoi  Street,  London,  will  give  all  in- 
formation. 


TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 


The  distribution  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  for  1896  to  home  subscribers  will  commence  as  soor> 
as  the  binders  are  able  to  deliver  the  full  supply  of  copies  to 
us.  As  this,  and  matters  incidental  to  the  renewal  of  sub- 
scriptions, keep  our  clerical  staff  exceptionally  busy  at  this- 
season,  we  shall  be  obliged  if  subscribers  whose  subscriptions- 
are  expiring  would  renew  a3  eirly  as  possible,  so  that  there 
may  be  no  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  Diary.  We  may  say 
in  regard  to  the  new  work  that  the  contents  are  thoroughly 
interesting  and  practical,  and  we  tioink  that  every  chemist 
who  gets  it  will  regard  it  alone  as  a  full  return  for  the  half  - 
sovereign  subscription  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 


Audom,  R.  Industrial  Exploring!  in  and  around  London.  Illustrated!. 
Crown  8vo.    Pp.310.   3s.  Bd.  (J.Clarke.) 

Cole,  Arthur  C.  (Editor).  Methods  of  Microscopical  Research  :  a  Practical 
Guide  to  Microscopical  Manipulation.  2nd  edit.,  much  enlarged  and  in  great 
part  rewritten.    8vo.    Pp.  216.    6s.    (Bailliere ) 

Crichton-Browne,  Sir  Jas.,  M.  D.,&c.  Tne  Cavendish  Lecture  on  Dreamy* 
Mental  States.  Delivered  before  the  West  London  Medico-Chirurgical 
Society  on  Thursday,  June  20,  1895.  8vo.  Paper  wrapper.  Pp.  32.  Is. 
(Baillieie). 

Curiosities  in  Cures:  being  the  Expeiiences  of  a  Lady  in  Search  of  Health. 
With  illustrations  from  sketches  by  the  Author.  Crown  8vo.  Pp.  76. 
Is.  (H.  Cox.) 

Davey,  Richard.  Furs  and  Fur  Garments.  8vo.  Pp.  viii.  and  108.  Cloth. 
3s.  6d.   Illustrated.   ( Roxburghe  Press. ) 

Duhring,  L.  A.  Cutaneous  Medicine:  a  Systematic  Treatise  of  the  Diseases- 
of  the  Skin.   Part  I.    Illustrated.   Roy.  8vo.    Pp.230.    12  s.  (Lippincott.). 

Fischer,  E.  Exercises  in  the  Preparation  of  Organic  Compounds.  Trans- 
lated, with  permission  of  the  Author,  from  the  tth  German  edition,  by 
Archibald  Kling.    Crown  8vo.    Pp.  80.   2s.  6d.   (Williams  and  Norgate.) 

Hart,  Mrs.  Ernest.  Diet  in  Sickness  and  in  Health.  With  an  introduction 
by  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  F.li.C.S.  8vo.  Pp.  221.  3s.  6i.  (Scientific- 
Press.) 
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foreign  ano  Colonial  IFlews. 


Alleged  American  Sulphur- combine  — According  to 
a  contemporary  a  New  York  company,  including  the 
Vanderbilts  and  Rockefellers,  bas  been  formed  to  control 
the  world's  sulphur-market  (sic  !),  and  has  commenced  opera- 
tions by  purchasing  the  sulphur-mines  of  Louisiana,  which 
produce  ICO  tons  per  day,  or  one- third  the  entire  consump- 
tion of  the  United  States.  This  amount,  it  is  stated,  can  be 
increased  to  any  extent,  and  the  product  delivered  on  the 
Atlantic  Coast  for  $5  per  ton. 

Betting  on  Opium. — The  excitement  that  usually  ac- 
companies the  monthly  Government  sales  of  opium  in 
Calcutta  might  lead  one  to  suppose  that  a  serious  riot  was 
takiDg  place  in  front  of  the  offices  of  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment. Hundreds  of  Marwaris  of  various  degrees  of  re- 
spectability may  be  seen  rushing  about  shouting  at  I  he 
top  pitch  of  their  voices.  While  the  sales  are  going  on 
inside  the  gates,  the  crowd  gathers  outside  and  bets  oa 
what  will  be  the  average  of  prices.  Wbat  the  exact  mode 
of  operations  is  it  is  difficult  to  tell,  as  the  Marwaris  are 
suspicious  if  questioned  by  strangers ;  nor  is  it  easy  for 
anyone  not  a  Marwari  to  understand  their  explanations  of 
the  intricacies  of  their  business.  One  method  is  to  fix  a 
price  and  a  limit,  of,  say,  5r.  or  lOr.  on  each  side  of 
that  price.  If  the  average  price  is  within  these  limits  the 
man  layiDg  the  bet  gets  the  difference  in  rupees  between  the 
price  fixed  and  the  average.  But  if  the  sale-price  is  outside 
the  limits  he  pays  the  amount  of  excess.  The  men  are  said 
to  pay  their  debts  promptly,  and  the  excitement  as  the  close 
of  the  sale  approaches  is  intense. 

Refrigerating  Yellow-fever  Patients. — Some  yeais 
ago  a  Dr.  Garcia,  of  Cuba,  invented  a  "  refiigerating-box  " 
for  the  treatment  of  yellow  fever,  which,  after  practical 
application  during  several  epidemics,  seems  to  have  proved 
fairly  successful.  The  apparatus  consists  of  a  bottomless 
double- walled  wooden  box,  about  feet  high,  7  feet  long,  and 
4t?  feet  wide.  About  3  inches  of  space  is  left  between  the 
walls,  and  a  small  window  enables  the  attendant  to  observe 
the  patient,  who  is  put  into  the  box,  bed  and  all.  The  roof 
is  made  with  two  slopes,  like  the  roof  of  a  house,  with 
sufficient  incline  to  allow  the  condensed  steam  to  run  down 
it  into  a  small  gutter  in  the  interior.  The  roof  is  double, 
with  a  space  of  about  5  inches  between  the  walls  to  con- 
tain the  ice,  and  is  hinged  so  that  each  side  of  it  can  be 
opened  from  the  outside  to  introduce  the  ice.  The  outer 
lining  of  the  roof  is  of  wood,  and  the  inner  one  of  copper 
sheeting.  There  are  pipes  communicating  with  the  ice- 
deposit  in  the  roof  to  carry  off  the  melted  ice,  and  there  are 
systems  of  ventilation  round  the  top  and  the  bottom,  so  as 
to  ensure  a  constant  current  of  fresh  air,  which  is  very  im- 
portant. The  temperature  is  generally  kept  a  few  degrees 
above  freezing,  and  can  be  graduated  by  the  use  of  salt  with 
the  ice.  The  patient  is  never  left  in  the  room  for  more  than 
three  days — one  and  a  half  to  two  days  generally  suffice. 

Capetown  Doctors,  Chemists,  and  Telephones. — An 
anonymous  correspondent  (apparently  a  pharmacist)  sounds 
a  note  of  warning  in  the  Cape  Times  against  what  he 
alleges  to  be  a  contemplated  "  ring  "  between  a  large  firm  of 
chemists  in  the  city  and  the  medical  men  of  Capetown. 
He  states  that  the  chemists  in  question  propose,  at  their  sole 
expense,  to  place  their  pharmacy  in  communication  with  every 
medical  man's  residence  in  Capetown,  and  to  pay  the  annual 
fee  for  telephone  communication,  the  inference  being,  of 
-course,  that  the  medical  men  will  patronise  the  enterprising 
pharmacist  in  return.  The  chemist  is  said  to  have  obtained 
a  promise  of  greatly  reduced  telephone  rates  from  the  Cape 
Colony  postmasters,  and  his  antagonist  wants  to  know  why 
they  should  be  thus  favoured.  The  question  has  provoked  a 
long  reply  from  Messrs.  Heynes,  Matthew  &  Co.,  who  are 
the  parties  in  question.  They  say  that  all  they  propose  doing 
is  to  arrange  a  telephonic  night  exchange  for  the  medical 
profession,  so  as  to  enable  the  public  to  obtain  the  services 
of  their  medical  attendant  with  the  utmost  possible  speed. 
The  system  is  to  extend  from  one  end  of  Capetown  to  the 
other,  one  of  the  connections  being  with  a  cab-proprietoi's 
establishment,  so  that  in  cases  of  necessity  a  cab  may  be 
sent  to  convey  the  doctor  to  any  address  given.  Messrs 


Heynes,  Matthew  k.  Co.  repudiate  any  idea  of  wishing  for, 
or  having  obtained,  a  monopoly  from  the  telephone  depart- 
ment. 

The  Madras  Government  Cinchona- plantations. — 
Mr.  M.  A.  Lawson,  in  his  recently  published  report  on  the 
Government  cinchona-plantations  in  Madras,  states  that  on 
the  Dodabetta  Estate  all  trees  not  of  the  Officinalis  variety 
have  been  uprooted,  and  a  plantation  of  particularly  fine, 
healthy  "  Crown "  trees  which  have  not  been  barked  for 
many  years  are  used  to  supply  seed  for  farther  plantations, 
thus  ensuring  the  propagation  of  the  pure  strain  of  the  best 
"Crown"  cinchonas.  The  plants  raised  from  this  seed  are 
much  more  vigorous  in  their  growth  than  those  raised  from 
hybrids,  which  have  greatly  deteriorated  during  the  last 
twelve  years.  Nevertheless,  not  even  the  plants  raised  from 
these  carefully-nursed  trees  approach  in  vigour  or  longevity 
those  raised  from  seed  taken  from  the  same  trees  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  it  would  therefore  be  desirable  if 
Government  could  procure  a  fresh  supply  of  seed  from  South 
America.  The  Nedivattam  Estate,  the  most  difficult  of  all 
to  deal  with,  owing  to  the  great  mixture  of  varieties  which 
were  originally  planted  out  upon  it,  is  not  doing  well,  the 
trees  having  been  raised  from  deteriorated  seed  on  partly 
exhausted  ground.  The  Pykara  plantation  has  greatly  im- 
proved during  the  last  ten  jears.  The  trees  on  it  are  for  the 
most  part  of  a  good  sort,  "Crown"  and  "Crown"  hybrids, 
and  all  the"  young  plantations  have  been  deeply  cultivated 
and  manured.  There  are  still  patches  of  red  bark  here  and 
there  upon  the  plantation,  and  there  is  a  considerable  area 
which  was  planted  up  twelve  years  ago  with  Nedivattam 
hybrids.  The  trees  on  these  plots  will  in  due  course  be  re- 
placed with  pure  Cinchona  officinalis.  Mr.  Lawson's  state- 
ment would  seem  to  bear  out  the  view  that  Madras  is  not 
very  well  suited  for  cinchona-growing,  the  tendency  of  the 
plants  raised  there  being  to  deteriorate,  and  the  plantations 
requiring  constant  reinforcement  from  the  virgin  soil  of 
South  America. 

Not  Made  in  Germany — Yeshwant  Soma  and  Balta 
Ganoo  appeared  before  the  Bombay  Magistrate  the  other 
day  charged  with  manufacturing  alcoholic  preparations 
without  a  licence,  and  with  using  a  false  trade-mark.  When 
the  limbs  of  the  law  descended  upon  the  abode  of  Yeshwant 
and  Bala  they  found  those  gentlemen  engaged  in  affixiBg 
labels  to  a  gross  of  corked  and  sealed  bottles  of  eau  de 
Cologne.  The  labels  were  more  creditable  to  Yeshwant  and 
Bala's  artistic  tastes  (they  bore  a  stranga  device  printed  in 
gold  cn  blue)  than  to  their  knowledge  of  French  or  English. 
The  headline  ran  : — "  D'Eau- De-Cologne,  made  by  J.  V.  How- 
wells  &  Co ,  Kurcawa  "  Woe  is  me,  Kurcawal  Howwells 
was  further  celebrated  on  another  portion  of  the  label,  as 
thus : — "  No.  1  Genuine  Howwells  &  Co.,  Extra  Double 
Cologne  Water,  Sole  Importer  B.  J.  Franks  &  Co.,  Bombay." 
Besides  the  labels  some  printed  notices  were  found,  appa- 
rently meant  to  be  used  as  wrappers  to  the  bottles.  They 
declared  that  Howwells  &  Co.'s  Cologne  water  enjoyed 
a  wide  popularity  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  and  was  in  great 
demand  "in  Europe  as  well  as  in  the  Eastern  markets, where 
it  was  introduced  at  an  early  stage."  With  a  fine  touch  of  irony 
purchasers  were  warned  against  spurious  imitations  of  .the 
only  genuine  Howwells.  A  still,  not  actually  in  use,  a  glass 
retort,  and  several  bottles  of  rectified  spirits  figured  among 
the  Yeshwant-Balasian  stage-properties,  which  also  included 
a  number  of  appurtenances  more  particularly  intended  for 
druggists'  use.  Section  3  of  the  Abkari  Act  makes  it  an  offence 
to  use,  without  a  licence,  any  process  that  results  in  the 
production  of  alcohol,  and  upon  that  section  the  prosecution 
relied.  But,  said  the  defendants,  we  did  not  "  produce 
alcohol,"  but  merely  "  admixed  "  it — to  certain  oils.  Would 
a  person  mixing  biandy  and  soda  be  chargeable  under  the 
Act  1  The  Magistrate  took  a  somewhat  similar  view  of  the 
case,  and,  observing  incidentally  that  eau  de  Cologne  was 
notoriously  manufactured  without  licence  by  many  eminent 
Bombay  chemists  until  quite  labely,  when  the  authorities 
decided  that  a  licence  was  required  for  it — a  view  he  himself 
did  not  share — acquitted  the  accused  from  infringement  of 
the  Abkari  Act.  But  "  Howwells  &  Co."  and  the  fabled  city 
of  Kurcawa  encompassed  Yesbwant's  fall.  They  were  found 
to  be  false  .descriptions  under  the  Trade  Marks  Act,  atd  cost 
their  inventor  a  fine  of  60r.,  or,  in  default,  one  month's 
imprisonment.  Also,  the  144  bottles  were  ordered  to  be 
confiscated.    Bala  Ganco,  burg  a  servant,  was  acquitted. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers : — It 
should  be  remembered  thai  the 
quotations  in  this  section  are 
invariably  the  lowest  net  eaih 
prices  actually  paid  for  large 
tvemttiies  <n  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
t\$  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


*2  CASTITOH"  STEEET,  E.G.,  November  7. 

THERE  have  not  been  many  changes  in  the  market  since 
our  last  report,  and  a  steady,  quiet  tone  continues  to 
characterise  the  business  in  drugs  and  chemicals.  The 
principal  quotations  may  be  summed  up  as  follows : — In 
drugs  there  has  been  a  further  advance  in  balsam  tolu,  and 
for  Peruvian  balsam,  which  is  getting  very  scarce,  higher 
rates  are  also  asked.  Kola-nuts  have  been  in  request  with  a 
rather  firmer  tendency.  In  orris  there  is  no  alteration,  and 
the  position  of  the  market  is  rather  uncertain.  Castor  oil  in 
demand,  and  dearer  for  all  varieties.  Good  Truxillo  coca- 
leaves  are  scarce.  Menthol  is  slightly  firmer,  while  Japanese 
oil  of  peppermint  fully  maintains  the  recent  improvement. 
American  oil  of  peppermint  is  also  steady,  but  unaltered.  In 
Chinese  essential  oils  there  have  not  been  any  great  changes. 
Star- anise  is  quoted  slightly  dearer.  There  has  been  a 
gocd  business  in  oil  of  eucalyptus,  and  it  looks  as  though, 
that  drrg  may  further  advance  a  little;  but  the  supply  is 
rather  heavy.  Croton  oil  has  been  advanced  in  sympathy 
with  the  extreme  rates  of  the  raw  material,  while  oil  of 
cubebs  is  quoted  rather  easier.  The  new  saffron  crop  is  now 
being  gathered,  and  prices  are  likely  not  to  be  high.  Con. 
siderable  transactions  are  reported  privately  in  common 
rhubarb  and  fine  ipecacuanha,  but  no  change  is  announced 
Raw  camphor  has  been  offering  at  a  considerable  reduction, 
but  at  the  close  of  the  market  it  looks  rather  firmer.  The 
position,  however,  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  uncertain.  In 
chemicals  we  bave  to  report  business  in  quinine  at  slightly 
lower  rates.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  very  dull  of  sale 
and  cream  of  tartar  is  again  a  little  lower.  Glycerine,  on 
the  other  hand,  has  considerably  advanced,  and  looks  like 
going  higher  still.  Carbolic  acid  keeps  firm,  and  chryso- 
phanic  acid  is  at  almost  famine  prices.  In  articles  more 
or  less  closely  allied  to  the  drug-trade  there  has 
been,  on  the  whole,  a  steady  business.  Cocoa-butter 
is  much  higher.  For  cochineal  slightly  firmer  quota- 
tic  ns  are  given,  while  arsenic  remains  steady.  Soda 
and  potash  salts  are  practically  all  unchanged.  Higher 
prices  are  quoted  for  Japan  wax,  and  for  Chinese  and 
Japanese  galls.  At  to-day's  gum  acacia  auctions  Soudan 
sorts  and  Barbaiy  gum  were  rather  easier,  while  Aden  gum  was 
firmly  held.  The  deliveries  of  shellac  haveb  een  considerable 
last  month,  but  nevertheless,  prices  are  lower,  the  decline  on 
the  week  being  about  4s.  for  arrival,  while  at  auction 
second  orange  was  from  Is.  to  2s.  easier.  In  spices 
Zaiz.bar  cloves  remain  steady.  Pepper  is  rather 
weaker,  pimento  and  mace  quiet.  Cassia  lignea  slightly 
firmer,  while  nutmegs  sold,  without  reserve,  at  2d.  to  3d. 


per  lb.  decline.  Jamaica  ginger,  however,  is  again  dearer, 
an  advance  of  about  5s.  having  been  paid  in  second-hand, 
while  supplies  remain  very  slight.  In  oils,  linseed  is  a  trifle 
easier.  Rape  oil  from  3d.  to  6d.  higher,  both  for  crude  and 
refined.  Cotton-seed  oil  is  advancing,  while  cocoanut  and 
olive  remain  unchanged.  Turpentine  is  quiet  at  20s.  l\d.  for 
American  on  the  spot,  while  petroleum  has  somewhat  im- 
proved, the  American  being  quoted  at  5-^d.  up  to  6\%d.,  and 
Russian  5T"^.  up  to  5§<2.  per  gallon,  according  to  quality.  The 
Bank  rate  remains  2  per  cent.,  while  bar  silver  is  tquoted  at 
30]^d.  per  oz. 


Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Wednesday 
Opium  night,  states  that  the  opium-market  is  ex- 

Telegram  ceedingly  unsettled,  and  that  a  decline  all 
round  is  expected  on  account  of  the  financial  crisis  pre- 
vailing. 

We  have  received  the  following  letter,  dated  November  5 : — 

<■  Sir — In  your  report  about  the  above  piece  of  ambergris 
valued  at  1,3502.,  you  believe  that  it  has  been 

That  lump  of    M  y     exportaUon  to  the  Continent.    Such  is 
not  the  case,  for,  through  Messrs.  Lambert  & 

Strong,  the  brokers,  it  has  been    purchased    by  yours 

obediently,  "  Louis  Schlesingek." 

"  42  Wilson  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  Treatt,  in  whose  possession  the  entire  lump  was  last 
week,  denies  that  Mr.  Schle  singer's  statement  is  quite 
correct,  and  affirms  that  he  (Mr.  Treatt)  is  still  the  part-pro- 
prietor of  the  lump,  that  the  piece  is  now  on  the  way  to — 
if  it  has  not  already  actually  reached — Paris,  where  it  is  under 
offer  to  a  consumer,  and  that  it  may  eventually  be  returned  to 
London  and  divided  by  the  deck  company's  officials.  The 
associations  of  the  lump  recall  the  famous  maternity  case 
decided  seme  time  ago  in  the  court  of  King  Solomon. 
Perhaps,  when  the  dock  company  executioner  raises  his  knife 
to  halve  the  little  innocent  the  true  parent  may  be  revealed. 


An  American  correspondent  writes :  "  Efforts  are  being 
made  to  obtain  concert  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  salicylic  acid,  and  with  some  ap- 
?ia^y'yCsac'cl  parent  prospect  of  success.  The  aggregate 
consumption  of  salicylic  acid  for  the  world 
is  estimated  in  the  trade  at  about  500,000  lbs.  annually,  of 
which  the  U.S.  takes  half.  The  bulk  of  this  is  made  by 
four  manufacturers,  and  it  is  claimed  that  at  40c.  per  lb. 
there  is  no  money  in  the  article.  This  low  price  has 
caused  the  numerous  small  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  to  drop  out,  and  in  most  cases  their  plants  have  been 
dismantled.  It  is  argued  that  the  four  large  makers  can 
readily  advance  the  price  10c.  per  lb.  without  great  danger 
of  starting  the  small  makers  up  again  ;  and  if  this  can  bs 
done  they  can  divide  $50,000  profit  between  them  annually. 
But  in  order  to  accomplish  this  a  close  combination  of 
interests  is  necessary,  so  that  any  attempt  at  competition 
from  outsiders  can  be  promptly  crushed.  It  is  believed  that 
this  will  ere  long  be  accomplished.  The  last  break  in 
prices  was  really  unnecessary,  haviDg  been  the  result  of  a 
"bluff "by  a  new  maker  in  Philadelphia,  who  claimed  to 
have  discovered  some  new  and  cheaper  method  of  manu- 
facture, and  who  actually  did  deliver  two  tons,  but  who 
then  stopped  selling. 


Representatives  of  the  Scottish  cil  companies  have  had 
interviews  with  agents  of  the  American  oil  producers  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  allegations  re- 
PaTaffln     cently  made  against  the  Americans  of  violating 
Difficulties.  tne  agreements  by  sending  their  oil  into  Scot- 
land at  reduced  rat  es.    Explanations  have  been 
made  which,  it  is  stated,  show  that  the  reports  in  question 
were  mainly  based  on  a  misunderstanding,  and  assurances 
have  been  given  by  the  Americans  that  they  have  no  inten- 
tion of  receding  from  their  engagements,  or  of  taking  any 
advantage  of  the  Scottish  oil  companies. 
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Acid  (Carbolic). — Although  the  market  is  steady  and 
tie  firmer  tone  reported  in  our  l.s«  is  well  maintiined,  it 
would  probably  be  possible  to  buy  34-35°  C.  crystals  at  b\d. 
.per  lb.    Crude  60  psr  cent,  is  quoted  at  Is.  Qd.  p3r  gallon. 

Acid  (Chrysophanic)  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and 
although  15s.  per  lb.  is  still  the  nominal  quotation,  we  hear 
that  in  some  quarters  as  much  as  18s.  per  lb.  is  asked.  6oa 
powder  of  good  quality  for  chrysophanic  acid  making  is 
practically  wanting. 

Acid  (Citric)  dull  of  sale  at  Is.  2\A.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

•Concentrated  juice  is  again  lower  ;  131.  10s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Tartaric). — A  sluggish  tnatket.  English  acid  may 
foe  bad  at  Is  2d.  per  lb.,  foreign  at  Is.  lfd.  pei  lb. 

Alcohol. — The  manufacturers  of  German  potato  spirit 
have  made  no  alteration  in  their  quotations,  which  are  equal 
to  from  Qd.  to  Id.  per  proof  gallon  for  large  quantities,  naked, 
in  bond.  To  this  must  be  added,  besides  the  ordinary  duty, 
the  differential  duty  of  Qd.  per  gallon,  which  brings  the 
prices  up  to  lOd.  or  lid ,  as  compared  with  Is.  2d.  charged 
by  the  English  disiillers  for  wholesale  lots. 

Anise  remains  rather  slow  of  sale  at  from  2?s  Qd.  to 
23s.  6d.  for  Russian  of  fair  quality,  and  from  3C.s\  to  35s.  for 
Spanish  on  the  spot. 

Absbnic  keeps  frm  at  15Z.  10s.  per  ton  for  best  white 
powder. 

Asafcetida. — The  stock  in  the  Locdon  warehouses  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month  was  745  cases,  being  10L  ca?es 
less  than  that  at  the  beginning  of  October.  Moderate  sales 
have  lately  been  made  at  from  30s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.  for 
ordinary  to  medium  quality. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — The  market  is  quiet,  and  no  business 
of  importance  has  taken  place.     Maranham  balsam  is 
-quoted  at  Is.  Qd. .  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb ,  according  to  quality ; 
Para  at  Is.  5c/.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. ;  Balda  and  Maracaibo  at 
from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  E>d.  per  lb.  > 

Balsam  Peru. — Fine  qualities  of  direct  import  are  ex- 
ceedingly scarce,  and  the  supply  is  practically  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  one  firm.  It  is  said  that  small  sales  have  been 
made  at  8s  9d.  to  9s.  per  lb.,  and  that  9s.  3i.  i3  now  the 
current  quotation. 

Balsam  Toltj  is  again  reported  dearer ;  2s.  6i.  per  lb. 
has  been  paid  for  good  genuine  quality  on  the  spot,  and  in 
some  quarters  it  is  reportel  that  bids  of  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  have 
been  refused  and  that  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  the  lowest  quotation. 
We  have  nor,  however,  been  able  to  cjntirm  this  statement. 

BORAX.  —Quotations  remain  unchanged  :  crysta!s,19s  Qd.; 
■jpore'der,  2Cs.  Gel.  per  cwt.  Italian  reports  state  that  ssllers 
have  accepted  low  prices  for  boracic  acid,  and  that  a 
fairly  considerable  amount  of  business  has  been  doDe  for 
export.  The  market  still  remains  weak  at  the  rate  of  28s 
for  refined  in  crystals  and  29s.  lor  refined  ia  powder,  and 
14s.  for  crude,  guaranteed  not  to  contain  more  than  18  per 
■cent,  of  impurity.    All  these  quotations  are  f.o  b.  Leghorn. 

Camphor  (Refined). — The  market  is  in  a  very  uncertain 
position.  There  is  no  change  in  the  quotations,  but  the 
•continued  depression  in  the  crude  article  reacts  upon  the 
refined  drug. 

Camphor  (Crude)  — AU  through  the  week  this  article 
has  been  offered  at  a  considerable  reduction  in  price.  This 
-morning  the  quotations  for  November-January  shipment 
were  180s  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  Japan,  and  175s.  for  Formosa,, 
and  a  sale  of  200  piculs  Japan,  distant  shipment, 
at  175s.  to  180s.,  ci,f.,  was  reported.  It  is  also  said 
that  a  large  trade  has  been  done  for  America  and  for 
France,  French  refiners  having  paid  up  to  185s  ,  c.i.f.  terms, 
and  also  (it  is  said)  as  much  as  207s  6d.  for  soma  lots  of 
-Japan-  camphor  on  the  spot.  The  prevailing  opinion  among 
dealers  was  that  the  market  would  break  down  ;  but  this 
afternoon  it  is  reported  that  the  syndicate  brokers  are  ajrain 
•buying,  and  that  the  market  is  assuming  a  firmer  tone.  The 
syndicate  brokers  have  not  made  any  change  in  their  quota- 
tions, 200s.  to  205s.  beiDg  still  their  spot  price,  although 
they  say  they  are  not  at  all  anxious  to  sell.  It  is  hardly 
possible  to  believe  that  they  would  let  the  article  drop  at 
this  critical  moment,  and  we  therefore  think  that  the 
ma-ket  is  aga'n  likely  to  assume  a  firmer  position.  The 


stock  in  London  has  increased  enormously  lately,  the  figures 
from  the  warehouses'  publishing-returns  being  : — 


1895 

1894 

1893 

1892 

1891 

Packages 

Packages 

Packages 

Packages 

Packages 

Stock  on  Oct.  31  . . 

16.375 

3,906 

5,174 

3,018 

5,422 

Deliveries,  Jan.  1 

to  Oct.  31 

6,883 

11,039 

8.978 

8,631 

8,161 

Imports,  Jan.  1  to 

October  31 

18,956 

10,063 

10,637 

7,322 

7,986 

Canary-seed. — The  new  Turkish  crop  is  said  to  amount 
to  130,000  bags,  the  bulk  of  which  has  already  been  shipped. 
Large  arrivals  have  taken  place  here  lately,  nr>d  the  market 
in  consequence  has  been  rather  depressed.  The  quotations 
are  from  35s.  to  37s.  per  quarter.  From  Morocco  no  large 
quantities  have  been  received  up  to  the  present.  Ordinary 
quality  may  be  had  at  38s.  to  40s  ;  while  for  fine  from  42s. 
to  45s.  per  quarter  i-s  required.  Spanish  canary-seed  is 
quoted  from  48s  to  52s.  Qd.  psr  quarter ;  and  River  Plate  at 
from  31s.  to  36s. 

Cantharidbs. — New  Rmsi%r>,  flie?  ave  beiog  offered  at 
3s.  t\d.  per  lb.  landed  terms.  For  gaoi  Chinese  fl'.ei  Is.  Id. 
per  lb.  is  required. 

Caraway- seed —Rather  steadier.  Good  Dutch  cannot 
be  had  under  25s  Qd  to  27s  Qd  per  cwt.,  London  terms,  and 
it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  further  rise  shortly. 

Chamomiles  — There  is  no  business  to  report.  Good 
Belgian  flowers  may  be  had  at  36s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona — The  exports  of  cinchona  from  British  India 
during  the  last  three  years  (ending  March  3Lj  have  been  as 
follows  : — 

lbs. 

Years  1892-93    2  8  '3,637 

1893-  94    1,665,647 

1894-  95    1,737,318 

COCA-  leaves  —Fine  Truxillo  leaves  are  reported  to  be 
scarce,  and  held  for  more  money. 

Cochineal — Good  qualities  are  rather  scarce,  and  held 
for  a  little  more  money.  The  business  ic  the  article  remains 
rather  restricted.  The  quotations  are  now  from  Is  2d.  to 
Is.  t\d.  per  lb.  for  black,  and  from  Is.  4d.  to  Is  Qd.  per  lb.  for 
silvery  Teneriffe. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  again  decidedly  easier  ;  best  white 
French  crystals  are  quoted  at  from  98s.  to  98s  Qd.  per  cwt. 
on  the  spot,  or  at  92s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  ci.f.  Bordeaux.  For 
powder  the  quotation  is  100s.  lowest  per  cwt. 

Galls  — There  has  been  considerably  more  activity  in 
both  Chinese  and  Japanese  galls  since  our  last  on  the  spot. 
Sales  have  been  made  at  from  60s.  to  6)s  per  cwt.  for  good 
quality,  and  for  arrival  to-day's  quotations  are  as  high  as 
61s.  6rf  to  62s  c.i.f.  November- January  shipment.  Sales  of 
Japanese  galls  are  also  reported  to  have  been  made  a  few 
days  ago  at  48<t.  Qd.  c.i  f.,  but  to-day's  quotation  is  58s.  for 
Decemoer- February  shipment  c  i  f .  terms.  On  Tuesday  20 
cases  of  good  Canton  galls  realised  61s.  per  cwt.  In  Persian 
galls  the  market  is  also  very  firm,  but  little  business  is  done 
bacause  dealers  do  not  care  to  sell  at  the  current  rates. 
For  good  Blue  galls  52s.  Qd.  psr  cwt.  has  been  paid,  and  for 
common  to  fine  Green  from  40s.  to  47s  Qd  ,  while  good  White 
galls  have  realised  40s.  per  cwt. 

Glycerine  has  again  been  advanced  by  about  31  per  ton, 
the  quotations  of  the  continental  manufacturers  being  now 
from  Q51.  up  to  111  per  ton  for  double-distilled,  s  g.  1  260, 
according  to  brand.  Second-hand  owners  offer  at  slightly 
lower  figures. 

Gum  Acacia — 4.  fair  business  is  said  to  have  been  done 
lately  in  East  Indim,  Aden,  and  Persian  gums,  24s  having 
been  paid  for  pale  picked  Bushire,  and  12s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for 
good  soits.  At  auction  to-day  the  supply  was  comparatively 
small  and  of  very  low  quality.  There  was  but  little  inquiry, 
and  only  a  few  parcels  sold  :  75  packages  grey  dusty  hard 
Soudan  sorts  at  55s  (a  decline  of  about  5s.),  and  70  pack- 
ages Brown  Barbary  at  35s.  for  blocky  to  40s.  per  cwt.  for 
fair,  which  is  also  easier.  Aden  gum  was  firm  at  full  prices  : 
fair  unsifted  to  good  pale  sif :ed  sorts,  40s.  to  44s. ;  bold 
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sittings,  28s.  Qd  to  29s  Qd.  per  cwt.  Gotfd  bright  glassy  to 
fine  bold  frosted  Australian  sold  at  27s.  to  33s.  per  cwt. 

Indigo — East  Indian  indigo  remains  very  quiet,  and  with- 
out alteration  in  price  since  the  last  auctions. 

Ipecacuanha  — It  is  reported  that  a  considerable  order 
for  picked  ipecacuanha  root  has  recently  been  executed  for 
ftussia. 

Kola — There  is  a  fair  inquiry,  and  prices  are  tending 
rather  firmer.  At  auction  on  Wednesday  a  case  of  ordinary 
West  Indian  kolas  sold  at  7\d.  per  lb. 

Limb-juice. — Some  considerable  sales  have  been  lately 
made  at  lid.  per  gallon  for  ordinary  Jamaican  mixed  with 
sedimtnt.  At  auction  the  same  figure  was  obtained  for  six 
puncheons  of  this  description  while  two  puncheons  St.  Kitts 
sold  at  9%d.  per  gallon. 

Liquoeice. — Fair  decorticated  Russian  root  is  being 
■offered  at  28s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  terms. 

Menthol. — Vtry  firmly  held.  Most  of  the  hollers  ask 
14s  Qd.  per  lb.,  but  it  would  probably  still  be  possible  to  buy 
at  14s  3d.  The  quotation  for  shipment  is  14s.  c.i  f.  November- 
December. 

Musk. — Very  firm,  but  without  alteration  in  price. 

Oil  (Almond) — Owing  to  the  advanced  quotations  for 
raw  mateiial  the  price  for  sweet  oil  from  peach-kernels  has 
been  advanced,  the  best  qualities  being  now  quote!  at  9d. 
per  lb.  for  usual  and  lid.  per  lb.  for  pale  oil  respectively. 

Oil  (Castor). — The  demand  has  been  considerably  brisker 
lately.  First  quality  oil  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  2'id. 
per  lb.,  and  Second  quality  at  2§d.,  showing  an  advance  of 
about  Id.  per  lb.  Sales  of  Calcutta  seconds  to  arrive  have 
lately  been  made  at  l|fZ,  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  anything  more  could  be  had  at  that  .figure. 
Italian  oil  is  also  dearer,  at  3'\d.  to  4<2.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 
trench  medicinal  offers  at  3^.  to  3\d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot, 
in  tins  packed  in  cases.  First  pressure  oil  is  not  offering  at 
present,  second  pressings  in  barrels  are  quoted  at  18i.  5s, 
per  ton,  f  o.b. 

Oil  (Cod  liver)  —  Sales  of  non-congealing  1895  New- 
foundland oil  have  been  made  this  week  at  170s.  per  barrel 
on  the  spot.    Some  holders  require  175s.  to  180s.  in  thU 
position.    Others  ask  170s.  c.i.f. 

Oils  (Essential) — Citronella  oil:  Native  brands  quoted 
on  the  spot  at  Is  4|cZ.  to  Is  5d.  per  lb.  A  fair  amount  of  busi- 
ness has  been  done  for  November-December  shipment,  with 
onemical  guarantee  of  parity,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3|d.  per  lb., 
•c  i.f.  terms  for  oil  picked  in  drums,  and  at  Is.  2d.  p"er  lb  ,  c.i.f. 
terms,  without  guarantee,  for  November- January  steamer 
shipment.  A  parcel  of  '200  cases  Oil  of  lemongrass,  fair 
merchantable  quality,  has  lately  been  sold,  to  arrive  end  of 
January  shipment,  at  lif«Z  per  oz.,  c.i.f.  terms;  on  the  spot 
the  quotation  is  more  or  less  nominal  at  2d.  per  oz.  American 
■oil  of  peppermint  remains  steady  at  10s.  per  lb.  for  HGH 
brand.  Patchouli  oil  is  quoted  at  higher  rates,  all  available 
cheap  parcels  having  now  been  cleared.  Some  manufacturers 
of.  English  oil  of  cloves  have  recently  reduced  their  quotation 
to  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  first  quality.  Oil  of  cubebs  has  also 
been  lowered,  it  sympathy  with  the  decline  in  the  raw 
material  5s  is  the  current  quotation  for  finest  quality. 
Groton  oil  has  been  advanced  in  price,  2\d.  per  oz  being  now 
the  bottom  figure  for  English.  In  Chinese  oils  there  is 
little  change,  but  Star  anise  is  quoted  higher,  9s  to  9s.  3d. 
per  lb  beiDg  reported  paid.  We  think,  however,  that  it 
would  be  quite  possible  still  to  buy  at  the  last-named  figure. 
■Cassia  oil  is  firmly  held  at  8s.  for  70-75  per  cent.,  8s.  Qd. 
for  75-80  per  cent.,  and  9s.  Zi.  for  85  per  cent.  oil.  In 
Italian  oils  there  is  no  change.  Eucalyptus  oil  firm,  with  a  very 
good  demand  at  full  prices,  and  a  prospect  of  higher  rates. 
Japanese  peppermint  oil  steady,  40  per  cent,  at  8s.  3d.,  and 
dementholised  at  7s  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Opium  —The  London  market  keeps  fairly  stealy,  with 
small  sales,  chiefly  in  Druggists'  opium.  The  quotations  are: 
—Good  to  fine  Soft  shipping,  10s.  9d.  to  lis  9d.  ;  good  to  fine 
Smyrna  7s.  9d.  to  8s.  9d  ;  'Druggists'  seconds,  7s.  to  7s  9d.  ; 
fair  to  fine  Constantinople,  7s.  3d.  to  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Bids  of 
12s.  9d.  per  lb.  have  lately  been  refused  for  fair  Persian. 
Good  quality  is  held  for  13s.  3d.  per  lb. 


Opium  Alkaloids. — Morphia  unchanged  at  4s.  par  oz. 
for  powder.  Codeia  is  quoted  at  10s.  per  oz.  in  100-oz.  lots. 
Up  to  the  present  there  has  not  been  very  much  inquiry  for 
this  article  during  the  current  season. 

Orris-root. — There  has  been  little  demand  lately  in  Italy 
for  Florentine  root,  and  prices  have  tended  a  little  lower,  the 
present  quotations  being  aa  follows : — Best  selected,  from 
71s.  to  72s.  Qd. ;  good  pale  sorts,  67s.  Qd. ;  ordinary  dark 
ditto,  62s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Leghorn.  There  is  a  general  ex- 
pectation, however,  that  as  soon  as  buyers  come  into  the 
market  price?  will  again  improve,  because  the  quantity 
available  is  rather  small.  Veronese  root  is  exceedingly  firm  at 
the  very  high  rates  of  60s.  to  62s.  for  picked,  and  54s.  to  54s.  Qd. 
for  second  quality,  f.o.b.  No  business,  however,  is  reported  at 
these  rates. 

Potash  Salts. — Permanganate :  The  manufacturers  are 
full  of  orders  for  the  present,  and  cannot  make  any  sales 
except  for  future  delivery.  Prices  remain  very  firm.  Chlorate 
steady  at  4gd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  or  l\\d.  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 
Bichromate  of\potash  quotes  at  4f  (2.  to  4f  d.  per  lb.  Yellow 
prussiate  firm  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver. — Firmly  held  at  71.  7s.  Qd.  from  the  im- 
porter, and  71  6s  in  second-hand. 

Quinine. — The  market  is  a  trifle  easier,  20,000  oz.  second 
hand  German  bulk  (B.  &  S  or  Brunswick)  having  been  sold 
in  the  course  of  the  week  at  13^d.  to  13^d.  per  oz.  There 
are  sellers  to-day  at  the  last-named  figure.  The  following 
are  the  London  statistics  of  quinine  : — 

Oz. 

Imported  in  October,  1395    17,000 

Delivered  in  October,  1895    40,072 

Stock  on  October  31, 1895    2,069,904 

1894    2,896,368 

At  to-day's  cinchona  auctions  in  Amsterdam  (almost  the 
largest  ever  held  in  that  city)  about  4,500  packages  Java 
cinchona — rather  over  three  fourths  of  the  quantity  offered 
— sold  steadily  at  an  average  unit  of  2|c.  per  half -kilo,  show- 
ing no  alteration  compared  with  the  last  Amsterdam  public 
sales. 

Khubarb  — Since  the  last  auctions  a  considerable  business 
has  been  doce  is  common  High-dried  root,  which  has  realised 
from  6^.  to  7d  per  lb.  for  sound.  It  is  said  that  the  whole 
of  this  description  of  rhubarb  in  first  hand  has  now  been 
cleared. 

Saffron. — Some  of  the  importers  of  Spanish  saffron  have 
received  samples  of  the  new  crop.  No  definite  piioe  has  yet 
been  fixed,  but  there  is  an  interim  quotation  of  22s  per  lb. 
for  fine  and  19s.  for  ordinary  Valencia,  which  indicates  that 
saffron  will  again  be  cheap  this  season.  It  is  added  that  the 
quality  of  the  new  crop  promises  to  be  particularly  good. 

Santonin  is  reported  somewhat  weaker.  The  makers' 
quotation  is  still  7s.  3d  per  lb.,  but  we  understood  that  in 
second  hand  it  is  possible  to  buy  some  below  7s.  per  lb. 

Soy. —  Chinese  continues  somewhat  slow  of  sale  at  Is.  per 
gallon. 

Star  Anise  — This  drug  is  rather  scarce  with  a  firm 
market.  On  the  spot  95s.  per  cwt.  has,  we  understand,  been 
paid,  and  the  latest  quotation  for  arrival  was  105s.  c.i.f. 
terms  for  genuine  Chinese. 

Sticklac  is  firmly  held  and  somewhat  scarce  at  75s.  to 
80s.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality  on  the  spot. 

Tamarinds  — Sales  of  Barbados  tamarinds  are  reported 
at  20s  per  cwt. 

Tonca  Beans.— Good  frosted  Para  beans  are  worth  2s.  3d. 
per  lb.  For  fine  Angostura  beans  the  New  York  parity  is 
said  to  be  10s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Vanilla  renainj  quite  firm.  It  is  said  that  in 
Mauritius  there  is  nothing  left  in  stock. 

Vermilion. — There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  quotation 
of  one  English  maker,  2s.  4d.  per  lb.  being  the  present 
price,  either  for  deep  or  pale  quality. 

Wax  (Japan). — The  market  has  been  quiet  throughout 
the  week  at  26s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  good  pale  Japan.  Since 
yesterday,  however,  higher  prices  are  asked,  and  the  quota- 
tion from  Japan  comes  at  29s.  9d.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  There  are 
however,  co  buyers  at  that  figure. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In.  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Zangwill  on  Sponges. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  October  26  you  indulge  in  a  little  quiet 
merriment  over  the  lady  novelist  who,  in  "  The  Woman  who 
Wouldn't,"  amongst  other  remarkable  achievements.inoculates 
one  of  her  characters  with  her  own  grandmother.  There 
are  some  technical  allusions  equally  mirth-provoking  in  I. 
Zang will's  really  fine  novel  "The  Master,"  which  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  books  of  the  year.  The  following  is  a 
delicious  passager : — 

"  As  he  sauntered  aimlessly  down  the  street  his  eye  was 
caught  by  a  lurid  picture  in  a  store-window.  It  represented 
a  shark  snapping  savagely  at  a  diver  upon  the  bed  of  the 
ocean.  He  smiled  at  the  crude  composition,  which  reminded 
him  of  his  own  early  works ;  then,  as  he  perceived  its 
relation  to  the  stock-in-trade,  his  smile  became  broader. 
Stooge  was  the  staple,  and  a  gigantic  delicate  sponge,  with 
ornamental  spout-holes  and  fragments  of  rock  adhering 
realistically  to  it,  was  a  conspicuous  object  amid  dandy- 
brushes  and  spoke-brushes  and  chamois  leather  and  glass 
cases  covering  rockwork.  There  were  little  sponges  on  a 
card,  and  Matt  started  violently  as  he  read,  '  Coble's  five-cent 
spoDges.' " 

The  description  of  the  "  gigantic  delicate  sponge "  is 
certainly  most  entertaining.  The  association  of  "  delicacy  " 
with  "  gigantic  proportions,"  the  "ornamental  spout-holes" 
and  the  "  fragments  of  rock  adhering  to  it " — thus  reversing 
the  usual  order  of  a  sponge's  growth — are  certainly  novel. 
Then  the  little  knowledge,  which  is  so  dangerous,  quite  as 
much  in  trade  as  in  scientific  matters,  displayed  in  the 
following  passage,  is  quite  refreshing : — 

"  Don't  be  a  goney.  I  began  life  with  high  notions. 
Them  thar  sponges  you  saw  me  sorbin'  out  just  now — they're 
Florida  cup  grasses,  bub  the  fine-shaped  ones  in  the  first 
basket  are  goin'  to  be  Levantine  sponges  soon  as  they  are 
bleached  with  permanganate.  Time  was  when  I'd  'a'  thought 
that  dishonest ;  now  1  sees  it's  only  the  outsides  o'  things 
that  the  world  wants." 

We  question  very  much  if  the  most  verdant  of  junior 
assistants  in  this  country  would  mistake  a  bleached  Florida 
grass  sponge  for  a  fine  Turkey  (or  Levantine  sponge).  It  is 
curious  that  greater  accuracy  is  nob  displayed  by  Mr.  Zang- 
will, for  some  members  of  his  family  were  not  long  ago 
engaged  in  the  sponge  business,  as  our  books  can  testify. 
We  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Ckesswell  Bkothees  &  Schmitz. 

London,  W.C.,  October  31. 


The  Examination  of  Potable  Waters. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  your  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  (page  669)  a  short  note  by 
Mr.  Fell,  published  to  show,  or  rather  to  attempt  to  show, 
that  scientific  accuracy  is  unnecessary  in  estimating  the 
chlorine  in  water.  Three  isolated  experiments  by  Mr.  Fell 
will,  I  fear,  fail  to  convince  those  who  take  any  interest  in 
the  question,  when  the  results  of  Young  and  others  are 
remembered.  Of  course,  in  certain  circumstances  where  an 
approximate  reading  is  taken  between  the  graduations  on 
the  burette,  and  the  first  change  in  the  colour  of  the  chro- 
mate  of  potassium  is  not  noted  with  extreme  care,  results 
may  agree  or  disagree  to  a  very  great  extent  in  the  hands  of 
the  same  man.  The  solubility  of  silver  chromate,  however, 
in  water  is,  at  ordinary  temperatures  about  1  in  16,000,  and 
at  100°  1  in  5,000,  and  the  possible  error  is  well  shown  by 


Young's  experiments  as  follows  : — Definite  amounts  of  NaCl 
were  titrated  at  the  following  dilutions  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Evaporated  to  degrees  required  . .       ..  12'2  c.c. 

In'   5c.c.    ..  '    ..       ..       j.  ,;         :  ■ 

In  25c.c   12-3  „ 

In  50  o.o   12-4  ,. 

In  250  c.c                                     ..  12-8  „ 

There  are  plenty  of  other  observations  to  confirm  these, 
and  Mr.  Fell's  note  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  useless  and 
misleading. 

40  Craven  Street,  W.C.,  November  4.         E.  J.  Paery. 


An  Imitation  Formula. 

Sir, — I  see  you  repeat  your  request  for  the  name  of  the 
makers  of  Epps's  curacene.  Your  correspondent  can  make 
a  substitute  for  this  or  Liebig's  chemical  food  (or  wine  ?) 
— but  he  must  call  it  by  another  name — by  employing  the 
following  formula,  which  embodies  the  results  of  our  own 
analysis  many  years  ago,  and  which,  curiously  enough,  seems 
to  have  escaped  the  eagle  eye  of  the  pharmaceutical  Press. 
We  have  known  it  to  sell  well,  but  it  has  failed  to  keep  the 
market,  and  would  seem  to  have  dropped  out  of  sight 
altogether : — 

jEthev.  sulph.  meth  4  oz. 

Liq.  am.  fort   . .      . .      i  oz. 

Tr.  capsic   i  oz. 

Sp.  camph.  .'      i  oz. 

Chloroform  1  dr. 

■  V      Sacoh.ust   ..  ,» ..,  q-s. 

Syr.  simpl   . .      ■  ■      •  •     8  oz. 

Aquamad  80  oz. 

M.  c.  agit. 

Put  up  in  8-oz.  bottles  and  charge  2s.  9d.  for  them,  or  try 
to  interest  the  British  public  in  it  in  some  more  highly 
remunerative  way. 

By  the  way,  we  think  the  formula;  in  the  C.  $-  B.  should 
have  the  quantities  expressed  as  above,  but  no  doubt  the 
Editor  knows  best.  C.  C.  (188/5.) 


Epps's  Cara-cene  is  stated  on  the  labels  to  be  made  by 
"  Epps  and  Co.,  Camberwell,  London."  At  one  time  the 
article  was  in  some  demand  in  this  locality,  but  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  now  never  inquired  for,  we  imagine  its 
manufacture  is  discontinued.  If  your  correspondent  wants 
a  bottle  or  two,  we  can  supply  him. 

North  Street,  Brighton.  Headland  &  Co. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri. 
Sir,— The  recent  prosecutions  of  chemists  for  selling 
deficient  mercurial  ointment  should  cause  the  trade  to  be  on 
their  guard  in  more  directions  than  one.  Cooley's  "  Cyclo- 
poeiia"and  the  "U.S.  Dispensatory"  both  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  article  has  always  been  subject  to 
sophistication.  Thus  Cooley  :— "  The  ung.  hyd.  fort,  of  the 
wholesale  houses  is  generally  made  of  mercury,  12  lbs.,  suet, 
\\  lb  ,  and  lard,  Vo\  lbs.  It  thus  contains  only  one-third, 
instead  of  half,  its  weight  of  mercury."  The  "  Dispensatory" 
sayS in  buying  from  the  manufacturer  great  care  should 
be  exercised  by  the  pharmacist,  as  much  of  the  commercial 
ointment  contains  less  than  the  official  percentage  of  mer- 
cury.'' Another  word  of  warning  from  the  latter  authority 
may  also  be  worth  noting  From  experiments  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  New  York  it  appears 
that  the  ointment  contained  in  jars  becomes  somewhat  un- 
equal, in  consequence  of  the  settling  of  the  metallic 
ingredient." 

As  for  the  custom  of  the  retail  trade,  that  bas  doubtless 
been  to  supply  ung.  hydrarg.  mitius  P.L.  when  the  "  suffering 
poor,"  for  whom  you  evince  so  great  solicitude,  ask  for  blue 
ointment,  troopers'  ointment,  or  unction.  This  class  of 
customer,  by  the  way,  is  more  often  associated  with  dirt  and 
degradation  than  with  innocent  suffering. 

But  even  if,  through  fear  of  the  law,  chemists  are  now  to 
supply  nothing  but  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  preparation ,  I 
do  not  anticipate  the  infliction  of  any  great  hardship  on  1he 
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class  referred  to.  The  victim  of  the  Pedioulus  pubis  would 
not  use  meicurial  ointment  in  the  same  way  as  would  a 
syphilitic  patient.  There  is  some  difference  between  the 
mere  smeariDg  of  an  ointment  over  a  surface  for  parasiticidal 
purposes  and  the  entire  absorption  necessary  to  prodace  the 
constitutional  effects  of  mercury  or  its  local  action  as  a 
resolvent  of  glandular  enduration,  &c. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  authorities  were  probably  only  con- 
cerned with  the  strictly  medical  use  of  mercurial  ointment. 
They  formulated  for  disease  rather  than  for  dirt,  and  pharma- 
cists should  have  no  hesitation  in  supplying  ung.  hydrarg. 
P.B.  whenever  mercurial  ointment  is  ordered.  I  presume 
they  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  give  the  mitius  when  the  oint- 
ment is  asked  for  by  any  of  its  popular  names,  one  of  which 
was  corrupted  into  "  gumption  "  by  a  recent  client  of 

Yours  truly, 

Brighton.  C.  S.  Ashton. 


Analysts  and  Medicines. 

Sir, — In  your  able  and  lucid  article  on  the  above  subject 
in  the  C.  %  B.  of  October  26  you  make  the  somewhat 
startling  statement  that  the  great  B.P.  will  have  none  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia !  "They  refuse,"  you  say,  "to  take 
spirit  of  nitrous  ether  because  it  is  too  strong,  and  precipi- 
tated sulphur  because  it  will  not  mix  with  water."  My  im- 
pression, on  the  contrary,  is  that  tbe  public  have  to  take 
what  is  given  them,  and,  in  the  great  majority  of  instances, 
when  they  ask  for  "  spirit  of  nitre  "and  "  m  lk  of  sulphur  " 
they  get  sp  ssther.  nit  and  sulph.  prcecip.  P.B. 

While  not  necessarily  allowing  that  these  preparations  are 
better  or  even  as  good  as  their  predecessors  of  the  P.L., 
pharmacists  generally,  I  believe,  have  adopted  them  for 
retail  as  well  as  for  dispensing  purposes,  and  it  is  eminently 
desirable  that  the  practice  should  become  universal.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  inconvenience  and  confusion  arisirg  from 
having  two  standards  to  work  upon,  it  can  only  be  calculated 
to  bring  the  craft  into  discredit  when  the  public  find  a  lack 
of  uniformity  in  trade  practice.  But  prudential  considera- 
tions alone  have  doubtless  prompted  many  to  conform  to 
the  official  standard.  The  numerous  prosecutions  that  have 
arisen  over  these  two  articles  have  impelled  them  to  take 
refuge  in  the  presumably  safe  haven  of  pharmacopceial 
authority.  Very  few  are  willing  to  brave  the  uncertainty  of 
the  law  and  the  unenviable  publicity  of  the  courts,  to  defend 
a  course  of  procedure  how  just  soever,  but  based  only  on  what 
is  at  most  but  a  sentimental  grievance  on  the  part  of  the 
public.  Yours  truly, 

Brighton.  C.  S.  Ashton. 


South  African  Examinations. 

Sir, — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Cape  Times, 
of  September  27: — 

Friends  of  Mr.  William  Pocock,  of  Cape  Town,  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
he  has  been  having  a  very  pleasant  time  during  his  travels  in  Europe.  He 
reports  that  the  standard  of  examination  for  chemists  on  the  Continent 
is  higher,  the  Government  requirements  are  more  exacting,  and  the 
curriculum  more  thorough  than  it  is  either  in  South  Africa  or  Great 
Britain. 

Are  we  to  infer  from  the  above  that  the  examination  of 
Great  Britain  and  Cape  Colony  are  on  an  equality  2 
I  am,  yours  faithfully, 
Cape  Colony.  Chemist.  (188/20.) 


The  Medicine-stamp  Act. 

Messrs.  Cole  %  Elkington,  of  The  Central  Pharmacy,  High 
Road,  Lee,  S.E  ,  send  us  correspondence  which  has  passed 
between  themselves  and  the  Inland  Kevenue  Department,  as 
they  think  it  likely  that  other  chemists  may  be  rising  a 
stock-label  similar  to  the  one  which  was  objected  to  in  tneir 
case. 

The  article  sold  unstamped  was  a  "  quinine  and  iron  tonic," 
which  the  Board  held  to  be  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty  by 
reason  of  the  recommendation  on  the  label  that  the  prepara- 
tion "  is  highly  esteemed  in  all  forms  of  debility." 

Messrs.  Cole  &  Elkington  were  able  to  show  the  Board 
that  five  years  previously  they  had  marked  the  same  label 
"not  liable,"  and  under  these  circumstances  proceedings 
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were  withdrawn.  But  it  was  added,  "  It  must  be  distinctly 
understood  that  the  label  referred  to  creates  liability,  and 
that  if  its  use  is  continued  the  medicine  must  be  sold 
stamped." 

The  essential  parts  of  the  label  were  as  follows  : — 

Quinine  and  Iron  Toxic. 

This  elegant  colourless  elixir  is  prepared  solely  from  Howard's  pure 
quinine  and  pure  phosphate  of  iron  (the  two  most  valuable  tonics  known 
to  modern  science),  combined  in  the  most  effective  and  agreeable  form. 

The  good  effects  of  this  invaluable  preparation  are  especially  marked  in 
all  cases  where  a  simple  yet  active  tonic  or  strengthener  is  required. 

The  quinine  is  highly  esteemed  in  all  forms  of  debility,  more  especially 
those  arising  from  nervous  exhaustion,  whilst  the  phosphate  of  iron  enriches 
tbe  blood,  builds-up  the  general  system,  and  invigorates  and  increases  the 
power  of  d'gestion. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis. 
fensing  difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  tin 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


173/72.  F.  H.  W — We  handed  your  copy  of  a  Russian 
prescription  to  a  Russian  gentleman,  but  except  that  it  was 
for  a  gargle  he  could  make  nothing  of  the  written  words 
jou  had  attempted  to  copy.  Apparently  the  Latin  formula 
written  on  the  back  is  a  translation.  Kali  oxy muriatic  is 
potass,  chlorat.  Probably  the  ingredients  are  for  a  pint  of 
gargle. 

Morphia  and- Calomel  Pills. 

175/33.  Kent. — The  best  way  to  mass  the  following 
pills : — 

Morph.  hydrochlor.    ..       ..       ..  gr.  \ 

Hyd.  subchlor.  . .       . .       . .       . ,       . .    gr.  j. 

M.    Ft.  pil. 

Use  either  q.s.  glycerine  of  trsgacanth  or  about  \  gr.  of 
compound  tragacanth  powder  ana  simple  syrup  a  sufficiency. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formula,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
j\T.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  thai  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


187/67.  H.  H.  Y. — Read  carefully  the  Educational 
number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  September  7, 1895. 


188,5.  C.  C — We  think  Messrs.  Burgojne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.  can  tell  you  about  aminol. 


183/14.  Quercus  — Poultry  spice. — A  similar  preparation 
will  be  found  at  page  679,  November  2.  1895,  under  answer 
to  "  Spice  "  (179/7).  It  seems  to  contain  also  a  trace  of 
rottenstone  to  intensify  the  colour. 


174/17.  Alpha. — "  Practical  Garment  Cleaning  and 
Dyeiug"  (Braiint),  Sampson  Low,  Marsden  4c  Co.,  will  suit 
your  purpose. 


182/36.  Cvprimus. — Powder  used  as  a  Gargle  for  an 
ulcerated  sore  ihioat  seems  to  De  sulphccarbolate  of  zinc. 


171/11.  Interested. — Palatable  Liquid  Extract  of  Cas- 
cara  Sagrada. — See  page  111,  January  26,  1895,  where 
eiixirs  are  also  given.  Bee  also  paper  by  Mr.  Moss  given  at 
page  262,  February  20,  1892  ;  the  form  there  given  is  a  good 
article  and  keeps  well. 
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182/6.  Scent — Tobacco- scent  is  a  mixture  of  vanilla, 
Tonquin  bean,  benzoin,  cascarilla,  and  valeiian,and  a  trace  of 
red  sandcrswocd.  It  would  not  be  legal,  we  thick,  to  sell 
any  tobacco  to  which  this  mixture  had  been  added,  and  it 
might  be  dangerous  to  sell  the  mixture  knowing  it  was  to  be 
used  for  mixing  with  tobacco. 


183/3.  Pill  Pucker  — Neuralgia- mixture  to  answer  your 
description  and  dose  : — 

Tinct.  gelsem.  sempervirens           ..       .,  3iss. 
Tr.  quininEB                ..                 ..       .,  ij. 
Tr.  quininse  ammoniat.   3j. 

M. 

Dose  :  One  teaspoonful  in  water  every  second  hour  until  relieved ;  then  a 
dose  twice  or  thrice  daily,  between  meals,  for  a  few  days. 


183/17.  Scarlet  — To  Clean  Scarlet  Coats,  such  as  hunt- 
ing coats  or  soldiers'  uniforms. — The  stains  caused  by  the 
rubbing  of  the  accoutrement,  arms,  &c  ,  are  fir:t  treated  with 
a  solution  of  oxalic  acid ;  the  colour  is  then  freshened  with 
an  ammoniacal  solution  of  cochineal. 


182/54.  Vaseline. — Pale  Glaze  Varnish,  for  filling  up 
pores  previous  to  polishing,  used  by  cabinet-makers,  &c  — 
A  mixture  of  mastick  varnish  and  boiled  linseed  oil,  some- 
times with  the  addition  of  sufficient  tu'pentine  to  briDg  to  a 
suitable  consistency,  known  to  the  trade  as  "  megellup." 


182/55.  Emulsion — A  Clear  Liquid  for  Brightening 
and  Preserving  Golden  Syrup,  used  by  sugar-refiners. — 
Various  substances  are  used.  It  would  be  impossible  to  say 
which  you  refer  to  without  a  sample  being  sent.  Lime- 
water,  solutions  of  chloride  of  calcium,  borate  of  calcium, 
hydrosachrocarborate  of  calcium,  aluaioa]  salts,  phosphate 
of  ammonia  and  barjta,  phosphoric  acid,  &c. 


179/47.  Tela  Contexta. — Your  specimen  seems  to  be  one 
of  the  Polyporece,  probably  a  Merulius.  The  most  likely 
remedies  would  be  arsenic,  corrosive  sublimate,  or  sulphur 
fumigation  ;  but  sometimes  these  fail,  when  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  flooring  or  woodwork,  thoroughly  clean 
underneath,  and  put  fresh,  well-seasoned  hard  wood  in. 
See  answer  to  '  J.  W,"  November  2,  1895. 


182/43.  Petrus.  —  We  do  not  quite  understand  your 
question  about  "  Wine  Mixtures  "  If  you  mean  formulae 
for  the  preparation  of  fruit  wines,  then  : — Orange  Wine. — 
Page  643,  October  26,  1895.  Mixed  fruit  Wine.— Equal 
parts  each  of  white,  red,  and  black  currants,  blackheart 
cherries,  and  raspberries.  To  each  4  lbs.  of  mixed  fruit  add 
1  gallon  of  water  ;  macerate  for  three  days,  press,  strain,  add 
3  lbs.  of  sugar,  ferment,  and  then  add  about  1  pint  of  brandy 
to  every  5  gallons  of  wine  ;  fine  with  isinglass  if  necessary, 
A  General  Formula  for  any  Fruit  Wine  is  to  press  the 
juice  from  any  ripe  fruils  ;  if  flavour  rich,  add  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  water;  to  every  gallon  of  liquor  add  4  lbs.  of  sugar 
and  ferment.  Should  you  me  in  Wine  Essences  for  non- 
alcoholic beverages,  please  refer  to  indices  of  back  volumes, 
where  numerous  recipes  have  be«n  given. 


180/20.  Atra  Nig. — Ink  for  Ticket-writing  is  made  by 
boiling  linseed  oil  tor  some  time,  setting  it  on  fire,  allowing 
to  burn  for  a  time,  quenching  suddenly  by  putting  the  lid 
upon  the  vessel,  and  allowing  to  cool.  The  product  is  a 
thickish,  tenacious,  quick- drying  substance,  technically 
known  as  "  varnish."  This  is  mixed  with  freshly-calcined 
fine  lampblack  and  a  small  proportion  of  indigo  or  Prussian 
blue  for  a  good  black.  Other  painters'  colours  can  be  used 
if  another  than  a  black  ink  is  required.  For  certain  pur- 
poses resin  soap  is  incorporated  as  well. 


183/3.  Hercules.— Cockle-shell  Ointment  is  made  from 
freshly-calcined  cockle-shells,  reduced  to  a  very  fine  powder, 
and  added  to  any  simple  base,  such  as  a  mixture  of  lanoline 
and  vaseline,  simple  ointment,  spermaceti  ointment,  or  laid 


,  The  strength  is  about  one  in  four.  It  is  much  the  same  as 
:  chalk  ointment,  and  used  for  burns,  certain  forms  of  eczema, 
and,  we  believe,  especially  for  that  produced  by  Rhus  toxi- 
:  codendron  (poison  ivy).  We  have  heard  that  a  preparation 
is  put  up  in  America,  but  do  not  know  the  maker.  The 
Preparation  of  Vinegar  varies  in  different  countries,  beiiig 
made  from  beer  or  ales,  refuse  from  the  preparation  of 
wines,  cider,  &c,  either  by  fermentation  in  large  vats  or  by 
allowing  the  fluid  to  trickle  through  large  barrels  with  holes 
boied  round  the  bottom  and  containing  hard- wood  shavings. 
For  small  quantities  a  solution  of  sugar  and  what  is  called 
the  vinegar  plant  are  used.  Consult  Churchill's  "Acetic 
Acid  and  Vinegar  "  {5s.). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behulf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  tht 
following : — 

187/9.    Venetian  talc :  where  obtainable  ? 
189/21.    Manufacturer  of  "  Fleisch  Mehl "  (meat  flour> 
suitable  for  admixture  in  dogs'  biscuits. 

190/7.    Maker  of  "  K  "  pure  cotton-wool. 

162/33.  Where  can  jars  of  "  prepared  sausage-skins"  be 
obtained  ? 

191/2.  Maker  of  machine  for  chipping  2  tons  of  quassia, 
wood  per  day. 


meyt  Meefc. 


Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  communicating  to  us  from  week  to  week- 
notices  for  this  section. 


Wednesday,  November  13. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish  wiD 
read  a  paper. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. — At  the  Mosley 
Hotel,  Manchester,  at  7.30  p.m  ,  Mr.  William  Kirkby  wilt 
introduce  for  discussion  the  subject  of  "  Pharmaceutical 
Education."  Smoking  concert  will  follow.  Both  meet- 
ing open  to  members  and  non-members. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pliarmacy.  A  lecture  on> 
tne  "  Evolution  of  Weapons"  will  be  delivered  by  Mr. 
Lomax,  C.B.,  F  Z  S.,  Curator  of  the  Brighton  Museum. 

Thursday,  November  14 

(Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion — "  At  Home,"  Cockburn  Hotel,  141  Bath  Street. 
We  are  officially  asked  to  intimate  that  the  President 
and  Council  will  be  glad  to  see  at  this  "  At  Home  "  any 
chemist  and  a  lady  friend. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — Annual  conversazione  at 
ihe  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Con- 
cert, 8.30  to  10  ;  dancing,  10  15  Single  tickets,  3s.  6d. ; 
double  tickets,  5*.  6d.  Mr.  C.  Morley,  hon.  secretary 
conversazione  committee,  3  Bucklersbury,  E.C. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society.  — -  Subject,. 
Fermentation,"  by  Mr.  John  Welsh,  M.P.S. 

Friday,  November  15. 

Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association.  —  Mr.  M.  M, 
Pattison  Muir,  M.A.,  of  Ciius  College,  will  deliver  a 
lecture  on  "  Qualitative  Chemical  Analysis  Viewed  in 
the  Light  of  Recent  Research,"  with  experiments,  in 
Caius  laboratory,  at  9  P  M. 
Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  21  Bridge  Street,  at. 
9  30  p.m.  Mr.  J.  Wishart  on  "  Bees,  Ants,  and  their 
Ways." 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  J.  M.  Cameron  will 
deliver  the  inaugural  address,  and  prizes  will  be= 
presented. 


